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Who says Jordanians havt 
no sense of humor! 








So I robbed my own home., 
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By Marwan Asmar 

Star Staff Writer 

head°e^iL S H A m Aal Iordanians don * 1 have a sense of humor should have his 
n^d examined. Of course we enjoy humor as much as anybody else. Wc see ii on 

T 1 * 31 5°™- betwcen ««*. a «d even in {he office. There is 

color inre om lil°i a S JOto ^ he WTy humor 1,131 is <■“&»<* 10 l* rk 

However, this is not the general picture that foreigners have of us. Despite You¬ 


sef Gheishun's short-lived experiment in the satirical weekly Abd Rabbo. Jorda¬ 
nian newspapers are dedicating more space to light social cartoons and funny col¬ 
umnists. like Mohammad Toumalich of Ad Dustour. But Jordanians can never 
compete with the Egyptians or the Lebanese with their world-famous sense of 
humor. We are still branded as one of the most gloomy people around. Visitors 
say that Jordanians arc always wearing on their expressionless and glum faces. 

Whether we like it nr noL this, is certainly how others perceive us. We are more 


Continued on page 2 





Medical report concludes 
Dakamseh suffers from 
‘psychological disorders ’ 


Egyptian 
court 
overturns 
ban on 
female 
circumcision 

By John Lancaster 
CAIRO—A court struck 
down a government ban 
on the widely practiced 
ritual known as female 
circumcision Tuesday, 
dealing trblow to human- 
rights activists who have 
argued that the procedure 
is cruel, unnecessary and 
damaging to women’s 
sexual and reproductive 
health. 

.. The ruling was a vic¬ 
tory for Islamic funda¬ 
mentalists who claim Uiat 
female circumcision— 
.called female genital 
mutilation by its critics— 
protects women from 
what they consider the 
consequences of exces¬ 
sive sexual desire as well 
as sexually transmitted 
diseases and other 
maladies. 

;■■■ if also demonstrated 
•the continued influence of 
Islamic fundamentalists 
within Egyptian courts, 
whose conservative rul- 

j ngs on social and relig¬ 
ious issues are often at 
odds with the views of 
secular-minded ministers 
in' the military-backed 
government of President 
Hosni Mubarak. 

Tuesday's ruling, 
which prompted cheers 
from the predominantly 
male audience, over¬ 
turned a decree last July 
by Health Minister Ismail 
Sallam banning doctors 
from performing the oper¬ 
ation. which involves the 
full or partial removal ot 
the clitoris on girls before 

■WSS* Sheik 

Yusef Badfy. a conserva¬ 
tive Islamic cleric who 
sued to overturn the ban, 
said in a telephone inter¬ 
view Tuesday evening. 

-Tbe judge returned to 
Islam, and he .recognized 
that (the sayings of the 
Prophet Muhammad) 
ordered Muslims W 
this operation. ... A 
woman can enjoy her sex¬ 
ual feelings with her nus- 

Snd, but if we cat off 

ihis niece, she will be able 


Netanyahu survives vote, but 
coalition begins to crumble 

Levy boycotts Knesset session, threaten to resign if 
Sharon is named finance minister 


Star Staff Writer 
and news agencies 
ISRAELI PRIME Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu has sur¬ 
vived a parliamentary vote of 
no-confidence Tuesday, but 
his .government appears 
shaky. Several key coalition 
members refused to support 
the' year-old .. Likud-led 
government. 

There was never any real 
possibility that Prime Minis¬ 
ter Netanyahu's government 
would fall as a result of Tues¬ 
day’s Vote. But the fact that 
several members of the ruling 
coalition abstained— 

including Foreign Minister 
David Levy—points to a sig¬ 
nificant weakening of support 
for Netanyahu. Key members 
of the premier’s coalition say 
they no longer trust him, but 
they stopped short of actually 


voting against the 
government. 

I'm very happy that the 
no confidence fell. 1 pre¬ 
dicted as much. 1 told you 
that the government would . 
hold,” Netanyahu told 
reporters after his govern¬ 
ment defeated the motion 
by a 55-50 majority in the 
120-member parliament. 

The debate in the parlia¬ 
ment on the opposition no- 
confidence motions was 
angry and tense. Replying for 
the government. Justice Min¬ 
ister Tzhahi Hanegbi stunned 
opposition and coalition 
members alike, when he 
launched a personal attack 
against Ehud Barak, leader of 
the opposition Labour Party. 
He referred to an old charge 
that when Mr Barak was army 
chief of staff, he abandoned 



AMMAN (Star)—At the latesL session 
of his trial. Wednesday. Corp.. Ahmad 
Al Dakamseh said he was not guilty 
and claimed that his action—the slay¬ 
ing of eight Israeli school girls last 
March in Baqoura—was provoked by 
his victims. 

Testifying in his own defence. 
Dakamseh told the five-man military 
panel on Wednesday that investigators 
sought the help of “a female fortune 
teller.” to find out whether he carried 
out the shooting on political grounds or 
if he had links with foreign countries. 

Last week the court decided to refer 
Dakamseh to psychiatric examination 
after a prosecution witness testified 
that the defendant may be suffering 
from mental disorders. 

Two psychiatrists from Al Hussein 
Medical Center, who examined the 
defendant, presented their report to the 
court on Wednesday. Their report concluded that 
Dakamseh is suffering from “psychological 
disorders." 

However the defendant's defence lawyer. Mr 
Hussein Mjali. rejected the report describing it 
as an unempt to assassinate the character of his 
client. 

In his lengthy testimony. Dakamseh rejected 
claims by the military psychiatrist that he suffers 
from “strong sexual impulses", pointing out that 
these are "rumors." 

Dakamseh said he was provoked by the laugh¬ 



ter of the Israeli girls while he was praying and 
added that they took some photos of him 

Military Prosecutor Muhanad Hija/i denied 
accusations bv the defendant that he was sub¬ 
jected to' torture while he was in custody at 
Amman's military jail. 

Lt. Col. Hijazi said that the defendant's inju¬ 
ries were self inflicted when he heat himself 
against the cell door with his body in an attempt 
to escape from captivity. 

Dakamseh's trial continues today. Thursday. 


ife:- 


wounded soldiers, in a notori¬ 
ous military training accident. 
Mr Netanyahu's first year 


Musa says ‘we should not 
let peace process die ’ 


AMMAN (StarHEgyptian 
Foreign Minister Dr Amr 
Mousa warned Tuesday that 
the present stalemate in the 
peace process will bring back 
the region to the cycle of vio¬ 
lence. He called for the need 
to create a new regional sys¬ 
tem in the Middle East based 
on a permanent solution to the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. 

He described the peace pro¬ 
cess as a major process that 
■ 4 we should not let or allow it 
to die.” 

Speaking at the Interna¬ 
tional Leadership Academy, 
which concluded its meetings at the Univer¬ 
sity of Jordan Tuesday. Dr Musa added 
that saving the peace process can c>nly be 
achieved by implementing the land for 
peace principle and the pnnaples agreed 
upon in Oslo which provides for the final 


Vi 


status negoiiarions and Jhe 
redeployment of Israeli 
forces. He stressed that the 
peace process must he based 
on the implementation of the 
Oslo agreement. 

He also stressed the need 
to resume negotiations of all 
the major issues related to the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
such as water. Jerusalem, 
borders. refugees and 
statehood. 

He pointed out that Israel 
must Mop building settle¬ 
ments and move to the final 
slants negotiations. 

Dr Musa also met with Prime Minister 
Dr Abdel Salam Majali, who also partici¬ 
pated in the academy’s meetings. Dr Musa. 

whose visit lasted tor two and half hours, 
was seen off by Foreign Minister Dr Fayez 
Al Tarawneh. ■ 


in office has been marred by 
scandals, a freeze in peace 
talks with the Palestinians and 
violent riots, and an economic 
slow-down. In presenting the 
no-confidence motion. Ehud 
Burak charged rhai Mr Netan¬ 
yahu's government has 
destroyed the historic process 
of reconciliation between 
Israel and its neighbors. 

He said the Prime Minis¬ 
ter's moral authority is col¬ 
lapsing in the eyes i»l his cabi¬ 
net and the public. 

Mr neianyahu's success in 
defeating the no-confidence 
motion does not spell the end 
of his political troubles. Cab¬ 
inet members are upset over 
Mr Netanyahu's choice of 
hard-liner Ariel Sharon as 
new finance minister to 
replace Dan Meridur. who 
was forced to resign last week 
in a struggle over currency 
reform. 

Mr Sharon, who as dclen.se 
minister engineered Israel's 
ill-fated 1982 invasion of 
Lebanon, is also demanding 
to be included in Mr Neum- 

yahus inner circle of minis¬ 
ters setting strategy in Arab- 

Continued on page 2 


Irbid Flower Auction 

A great service for 
area florists 


By Elise Y. Sadouo 

Special to The Star 
IRBID— The Amman Rower 
Auction. Irbid Branch opened 
this month to meet the cut 
flower needs of the Irbid area 
florists. Meant to be a whole¬ 
sale distribution for the Irbid 
area flower shops and not For 
sale directly to the public, it 
has been seen as a godsend by 
area florists. 

Flower shops in this part of 
the country saw a real need for 
such a branch as they had to 
travel back and forth to 
Amman each week. They went 
through quite an ordeal each 
week to buy the flowers 
needed for their shops. 

“We had to drive to Amman 
once or twice a week to buy 
flowers. It was expensive as 
we had to hire a truck and pay 
for the gas. We also lost busi¬ 
ness as we had to shut down 



Good! business: Now available in Irbid too 


Pizza-loving teenager ready to become czar 
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jped gynecolo- 
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in Shams Htti- 
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it both religious 
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By Vanora Bennett 

KOSTROMA. Russia—Hes 

short, squat and 16 years old, 
foes in Spain and likes pizza. 
But Grand Duke GeorgyMik- 
hailovich Romanov is ready m 
drop his modem European life 

if his people call on him, 
become czar of 
Russia. 

“I don’t know 

what the people TJYV] 
will want.” this yy 
unlikely outcast 
told the Russian U g 

newspaper Kom- 1 • *- 

somolskaya 

pravda. But he 

^Duch^Maria.wtosg 

they have the best claim to the 

K 3 among 


Worm 

Report 


this summer. There the boy 
prince intends to swear the tra¬ 
ditional vow of the czaievich. 
or czar-in-waiting. to "Russia, 
die Orthodox faith and the 
imperial house." 

The place they have chosen 
for the rite is an idyllic vision 
of eiemal Rus- 
sia—the onion- 
domed lpaiicv- 
sky Monastery 

on lhc Vo, s a 

f M/WW River here. 

t spiritual birth¬ 

place of the 
Romanov 
dynasty, which 
ruled Russia for 

300 years. ... 

Their planned visit has got¬ 
ten the nod from Russia s cur¬ 
rent authorities- President Bons 
N. Yeltsin wants Russia to 


make peace with its difficult 
past: Nicholas II was executed 
by Bolsheviks after the 1917 
revolution. 

Russian newspapers said the 
itinerary for Georgy's visit 
includes meetings wiih govern¬ 
ment. military and church offi¬ 
cials. Obshchaya Gazclu 
reported that First Deputy 
Prime Minister Boris Y. Nemt¬ 
sov will accompany Georgy. 

At the same time, there were 
reports that Nemtsov was work¬ 
ing on a document giving the 
grand duke and grand duchess 
"special civil status" and that 
Yeltsin had approved a similar 
document Iasi fall, although 
later put ii aside. 

The question pundits started 
asking—Gould Yeltsin, whose 
final term expires in 2000. 
mean to restore a constitutional 


monarchy'/—has heen raised 
several times since 1991. as the 
president lliried quietly with 
the Romanovs. 

Kremlin officials tentatively 
make comparisons with the 
Spanish royal family. King 
Jujh Carlos I was groomed for 
20 years lo take the throne, and 
did so in 1975 after dictator 
Gen. Francisco Franco died. 

Georgy's grand lather. Grand 
Duke Vladimir Romanov, vis¬ 
ited Russia in 1991. Since his 
death. Gcorgv and his mother 
have requested permission to 
make a permanent home in 
Russia. There has been no offi¬ 
cial reply. 

In January. NTV network 
anchor Yevgeny Kiselyov 
raised the idea of restoring a 
constitutional monarchy, sug¬ 
gesting ii might be better for 


Yeltsin to be replaced by a 
Romanov than by a 
Communist. 

"The Kremlin might be quite 
serious about restoring the 
monarchy." journalist Alexan¬ 
der Minkin wrote in the news¬ 
paper Novaya Gazela. "Kisel¬ 
yov is close lo the Kremlin. 
What he says is not accidental. 
The Kremlin uses him ro test 
public reaction." 

But public reaction has not 
been positive. To modem Rus¬ 
sians. the idea of a czar is an 
anachronism. Even some mon¬ 
archists are against recognizing 
Georgy as czarcvich. 

Georgy's mother, grandfa¬ 
ther and great-grandfather all 
made marriages that broke the 
old imperial law of succession 
and could bar him from the 

Continued on page 2 


our shops while we made lhe 
trip." said Mr Said Murgi of Al 
Qukab Rowers, a cuslumer of 
the new Rower Auction. . 

Fresh cut flowers are very 

popular in Irbid. They are usu¬ 
ally purchased for weddings, as 
well as engagement parties, 
get-well gifts, congratulations 
for new births, and general gifts 
of love and friendship. 

According to Mr Al Qukab. 
the largest volume of flowers 
and arrangements arc pur¬ 
chased on Thursday and Fri¬ 
day. the traditional wedding 
days. However, since the flor¬ 
ists had to buy their flowers in 
advance, it was difficult to 
accurately predict the daily 
needs of their shops. They 
cither had too many flowers, 
which spoiled and went to 
waste, or they ran out before a 
trip to Amman could be made, 
thus losing potential business. 

Mr Ibrahim Kessab of Al 
Shamee Rowers on Iduun 
street in Irbid said. “Before, our 
flowers weren't very fresh. 
Now. we can buy fresh flowers 
daily according to our needs." 

The new Flower Auction in 
Irbid currently carries al (east 
20 varieties of cut flowers of 
every size and color. They 


include gladiolus, roses. 50 
varieties of Lilies. Lisanihus. 
baby's breath. Lialrus. carna¬ 
tions. and chrysanlhamums. 
The brand new Flower Auction 
is located off Baghdad Street 
behind the south police station 
in Irbid. It is identified by a 
large, banner announcing 
"Amman Flower Auction : 
Irbid Branch." 

The Auction is privately 
owned by an Amman partner¬ 
ship. and is managed by Mr 
Mazen Al Ghalayini. 

All daily operations and 
management in Irbid is per¬ 
formed hy Mr Ahmad Qablun. 
There has been much interest 
in the Auction from the large 
and small florists in the local 
area. 

Approximate daily sales 
have already reached JD 250. 
but with the main summer sea¬ 
son set to begin in July, sales 
are expected to increase sub¬ 
stantially. The general market 
for flowers in Itbid is approxi¬ 
mately one-fifth of the Amman 
market. 

The Irbid Flower Exchange 
is the second branch of the 
Amman Rower Auction to he 

Continued on page 2 
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People of Dhirar town want 
Minister of Interior and Balqa 
governor punished 


AMMAN (Star)—Last Monday was an 
eventful day for the peaceful residents of 
the Dhirar Bin AI Azwar town in the Deir 
Allah district in the Jordan Valley. Just 
before dawn, when people were still 
asleep. armed Public Security forces broke 
into houses, kicked owners and their fami¬ 
lies out before bulldozers pulled the houses 
down, according to various sources. 

According to news reports based on 
statements made by witnesses, some fami¬ 
lies were not given the opportunity to 
change their clothes. Witnesses claimed 
that they were verbally and physically 
abused by members of the security rorcres 
leading to confrontations In which 16 
policemen and two civilians were injured. 

The situation worsened when- people 
tried to prevent bulldozers from demolish¬ 
ing their houses, which the government 
says were built illegally on state land. 
More clashes followed. 

The demolition of houses was super¬ 
vised by the Balqa governor acting on the 
orders of the Minister of Interior. Villagers 
pleaded with the governor to give them 
some time to talk to senior officials, but he 


declined, witnesses said. Some home own¬ 
ers claimed that their houses were legal 
and that they had the documents to prove 
that their had building licences. 

The town's mayor was injured in the 
confrontations which took place in the 
bouse of Lower House deputy Ali Ai 
Shaiti, where some village women took 
refuge. Security forces allegedly chased 
down the villagers to Shatri's house and 
fired bullets causing some damage to the 
house. Among those injured were AI 
Shatti’s mother and father. 

The Jordan Valley Authority and the 
governor of Balqa gave orders to bulldoze 
some houses in Dhirar town, claiming that 
they are violating the building code," dep¬ 
uty AI Sham was quoted as saying. 

He denied these allegations and said the 
houses were built according to licences 
from the Jordan Valley Authority and the 
local municipality. 

“When 1 1 discussed the matter with offi¬ 
cials, in particular with Acting Prime Min¬ 
ister Dr Jawad AI Anani, I was able to con¬ 
vince him to delay the removal of these 
houses until the end of this week,” AI 


Sham' said. “However, the Minister of 
Interior ignored Dr Anani's orders and 
gave the go-ahead to the governor and 
policemen to destroy the houses".. 

Al Shatri's parents were wounded when 
policemen stormed into their house to 
chase villagers who had taken refuge in his 
house. They also arrested his brother. 

After being detained for two days, the 
deputy's brother, Ismael A] Shatri, said 
that “although we showed the building 
licences to the governor and the police¬ 
men, they were not convinced. As farmers, 
we expected to be rewarded by the govern¬ 
ment, instead our houses were destroyed.” 

About 6000 citizens (mostly from A] 
Shatri tribe) have been living in DVrixar 
since the 1960s. The area.is one of the 
poorest in the Kingdom with residents 
depending on fanning to make a living. 
They have been waiting for years for the 
government to honor its pledge to give 
them farming land. 

“Police arrested my brother and demol¬ 
ished his house, which was built more than 
15 years ago," said another Shatri brother. 
“Because he had no money he could never 



finish the house although he has a building 
license.” 

The government's move was heavily 
criticized by deputies and the press as ill- 
timed and ill-planned. 

Most people in the stricken town live 
below the poverty line. The people of the 
town were hoping for government assis¬ 
tance and have matte many appeals for 
government aid. Now deputy Al Shatri is 
calling on the King to punish those respon¬ 
sible for Monday's raid and wants the gov- - 
eminent to compensate those whose 
houses were tom down. 

On Wednesday, a statement by the citi¬ 


zens of ,T>iurar Bin Al Azwar town said 
Monday’s modem resulted in the destruc¬ 
tion pf lO houses and Cbe uprooting of hun¬ 
dreds of frees in Al Jahalnt and Fanoush 
villages. 

The statement rejected statements matte 
by Minister of Interior Natheer .Rashid to 
Al Rai newspaper in which he accused 
deputy Al Sbatti of provoking the clashes. 
The people of the town accused the 'minis¬ 
ter of giving orders to demolish their 
houses which led to the clashes that 
ensiled. Those who are in charge should 
receive severe punishment, namely the 
Minister of Interior and Balqa governor 
and its police cheif," the statement said. ■ 


Two convicted women 
executed in Swaqqa 


Who says that Jordanians have 
no sense of humor! 


AMMAN (Star 1-Two women 
convicted of murdering a man, 
cutting his body into pieces, 
and mutilating his head before 
disposing of” his body, were 
hanged to death at dawn 
Wednesday at Swaqqa Rehabil¬ 
itation Center. 

Amira Sulim (31). a Syrian, 
wife of the victim Murad 
Mohammed Yousif, was con¬ 
victed on premeditated murder 
charges along with her neigh¬ 
bor Gcdah Hussein, a 
Jordanian. 

The court had sentenced the 
two women to die after listen¬ 
ing to evidence that proved that 
the two women had -conspired 
to kill the victim and then car¬ 
ried out their cold blooded 


murder. 

The victim and his wife had 
moved to live in Safawi in Jor¬ 
dan 10 years ago. Amira 
became close fried to Eedah 
and confided in her. The two 
women agreed to kill the victim 
who allegedly abused his wife 
and beat her constantly. 

On the evening of 30 March 
1996 and when Eedah’s hus¬ 
band had left for business. 
Amira called her neighbor and 
asked her to get her husband's 
revolver. Both women then 
entered the victim’s bedroom 
and asked him to lie on the 
floor and then shot him a num¬ 
ber of times. He later died of 
his injuries. 

The two women then sal 


down to drink coffee in front of 
the victim's dead body. Then 
they dargged the body to the 
bathroom and cut it into eight 
pieces and put them in plastic 
bags. They then burnt the vic¬ 
tim's head on a kerosine stove 
to mutilate his features. They 
later disposed of the body in a 
sceptic tank belonging at 
Eedah’s house. They also burnt 
the victim's clothes. 

Two days later Amira con¬ 
tacted the police to report that 
her husband had disappeared. 
Police began its investigation 
and suspected foul play and 
after some time were able to 
extract confessions from the 
two murderers Ji 1 


Systema’s discovery of natural medicine 


WHO DOESN'T know the 
Batenins or heard of them?! 
These people lead a simple life 
near water springs in the 
desert. They live peacefully 
and adapt to the desert, which 
reveals Us secrets to them. 

The Bedouins do not know 
much about doctors and sur¬ 
geons. They live far from the 
environmental pollution, the 
Ozone Layer Hole and the dif¬ 
ficulties of modern life. They 
have their own customs, tradi¬ 
tions. courts, laws and doctors. 

Tliev look to the urban peo¬ 
ple ;is inferior they have their 
own life and their doctors have 
special knowledge of herbs in 


• fefms of place of growth, way 
of handling, mixing, extracts 
and the connect way of taking 
them. Their, is a pure environ¬ 
ment: free from city pollution. 
They ear the fruit they grow 
and wear clothes they make 
since their garments are made 
of camel’s skin and sheep 
wool skillfully spun by their 
women. 

Diseases are rare for them; 
particularly die modern dis¬ 
eases. They consider medicine 
tablets as poison and never 
deal with such things. 

They care much for the pres¬ 
ervation of the customs of their 
fathers and forefathers. The 


trathlionarmarriage is the only 
way of marriage acceptable for 
them. • ••• 

Their simple and primitive 
agriculture is unique. They 
know what to plant, and the 
times and species of plants. 
As for their medical herbs, 
they collect during the blos¬ 
soming and blooming season 
of spring and keep around the 
year according to traditional 
methods well known for them. 

In the light of all this came 
the start, when Mr Khames Al 
Bitar, director of Systemo, 
began touring the bedouin cen¬ 
ters and pavilions in the Sinai 
desert, and other areas of their 
living. ■ 


Continued from page 1 

sedate, far less extrovert, more 
inhabited and certainly for less 
lively. 

This how a Lebanese visitor 
to Jordan saw us after having 
lived in the country for some 
time. 

He said that despite Leba¬ 
non's civil war and the high 
cost of living, the Lebanese 
know how to enjoy themselves. 
“Why can’t you people be like 
that?” 

The usual answer is not con¬ 
vincing. Jordanians are said to 
be serious because they are 
overburdened with politics. It 
is a feeble excuse. 

Of course the view that Jor¬ 
danians lack a sense of humor 
is totally rejected by some. 
Indeed, extensive research has 
been conducted precisely on 
this point 

"Jordanians, as other people 
from different countries, create 
and appreciate jokes on multi- 
1 hide, of issues whether-social, 
political, sexual or religious 
ones." says Dr Abdallah Al 
Shunnaq, a professor of lin- 

S iistics in Yarmouk 
diversity. 

After a study of 100 Yar¬ 
mouk University students, he 
concluded that “Northern Jor¬ 
danians. particularly young 
people from Irbid, Mafraq and 
Ajloun, create, enjoy and 
appreciate listening to jokes, 
and puns." 

Al Shunnaq says that humor 
has no boundaries, despite the 
conservative nature of society. 
Indeed, these jokes are cracked 
on different social occasions, 
and can be seen as a way of 


breaking out of the every day 
monotony of life. 

What is interesting he sug¬ 
gests. is that in addition to 
jokes that are made up, there 
are those that are especially 
adapted by students and people 
themselves to suit their particu¬ 
lar region or area. In his study 
for example, it was students 
from the north." 

He found out that for exam¬ 
ple there are jokes being made 
about a tiny village outside 
Irbid, which he gave the fic¬ 
tional name of Mahbula' (wit¬ 
less). Everyone poked fun at 
the village. People from Mah¬ 
bula are seen as thick headed 
and naive. 

As a specialist in translation. 
Dr Shunnaq wanted to see, 
how these jokes would be 
translated from Arabic into 
English and what are the prob¬ 
lems involved. Here are a 
couple of examples: 

The Mahbulis snread their 
beddings on the house court¬ 
yard and then go and sleep 
inside the rooms in order to 
cheat die mosquitoes! 

A Mahbuli put two televi¬ 
sion sets one on top of the 
.other so he can see the thighs 
of the female news reader! 

Why don't the people of 
Mahbula eat fried chickens? 
Because they think they are 
rusty! 

Jordanians, just like others 
enjoy a good joke and lough at 
themselves. Mahbula is one 
example of regional variations 
as there are jokes about certain 
areas in the country. Tafileh is 
one such example. There is a 
variation to the television joke. 
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Unique Job Opportunities 

v if i r pi»J in* iVilrmi i l-m L-r-L*ifn* wn r~- i■ ■yiMii< ■»] i h 1111-■ i-i Vi i*, 


is seeking to employ competent personnel to work in the 
challenging world of Internet publishing, marketing and 
programming. Candidates must be computer and Internet 
literate: 


English Arabic Longunn.-.Ediloo 


manage news and features 

in various fields. 

■Previous experience In journalism required. 


G r as-h) c ■ ; g ri; 


erate creative, functional, and professional 
computer graphic work for use in on-line media and commercial 
web sites (text layout experience is a plus), 

-Previous experience using Adobe Photoshop and Illustrator is 
a must. 


proar^mirJr.a: 


CGI-Scripting, Peri, Java, and database 
programming.. ' . 

-Previous Internet experience is a must. 


S ilres & Mfirkebnq: 


ntemet products and services, prepare and. 
negotiate proposals with clients. 

-Previous sales experience is a must. 

All candidates should submit recent CV, along with a cover 
letter mentioning the position they are applying for, and 'why 
they see themselves as fit for this position. Editors and 
designers must submit samples of their work at the interview. 

Please apply by fax or post, no later than the 30 th of June, '97. 


Attention: Managing Director, 
Arabia.On.Line _____ 

P.O.Box 911288, 

Amman, 11191 
Jordan 
Fax: 650888 


A wife of a man in Tafileh ( 
asked her husband why he left 
the television on after the end 
of the transmission. He replied 
that he wanted to see the fe- 
male broadcaster while she 
sleepsl 

People from that part of the 
coanay are considered simple 
and naive Of coarse, this is not 
true, and people from Tafileh 
tend to take it in their stride 
Furthermore, another region 
that is the target of jokes is Salt 
whose people are seen as hard- 
headed and narrow minded like 
the Palestinians of Hebron. 

And sense of humor knows 
no boundaries. Another study 
by Mohammad Farghal, also 
from Yarmouk University 
found that Jordanians can crack 
a joke even at the worst of 
times. He found that during the 
time leading up to the Last Gulf 
War, Jordanians were actually 
involved in making up jokes 
and pons about the crisis. 4 

There - were jokes made ’ 
about the United States and its. 
allies and about different Arab J 
leaders who joined the coali¬ 
tion against Iraq. Husni Muba¬ 
rak of Egypt, Hafez Al Asad of 
Syria and king Fahd of Saudi 
Arabia all received their fair 
share of jokes during that peri¬ 
od, Farghal points out 

Even the local angle was 
never far from these jokes. 

Arid the jokes just keep com¬ 
ing. Al Shunnaq says that over 
the years he had collected thou¬ 
sands of jokes which win be 
put into a proper research for¬ 
mat And with this need we say 
more about Jordanian humor! 


Netanyahu 
survives vote 

Continued from page 1 

Israeli peace talks. Mr sharon 
is also demanding an 
expanded portfolio that would 
give the office unprecedented 
powers.. 

The post would be 
Sharon's first top security job 
since he was forced out as 
defense minister over a 1982 
massacre of Palestinians. 

“I stated (to Netanyahu) in 
a very clear fashion that I 
have to be on this team...that 
deals with political security 
issues," sharon, of netan- 
y aim’s Likud party, told 
Israel radio. 

Meanwhile, Foreign Minis¬ 
ter David Levy considered 
resigning from the cabinet 
yesterday because of his 
growing frustration and disap¬ 
pointment with netanyahu 
and the government's func¬ 
tioning. Cesher sources said. 
They added that he finally 


Pizza-toying 
teenager 
ready to 
become czar 

Continued from page 1 

throne. His mother mar¬ 
ried a German prince. 
Georgy's opponents— 
and his fatter—say the 
boy’s family name is not 
Romanov, after his 
mother’s family, but 
Hobenzollem. after his 
father’s. His grandfather 
married a non royal Gcor- 

S 'an-Russian aristocrat. 

is great-grandfather ■ 
married a non-Orthodox 
Lutheran. 

Prince Nikolai Roma¬ 
nov. a cousin viewed by 
many as the real head of 
the royal house, does not 
want to be czar but calls 
Georgy's plans to swear 
a czarevich’s vow “a 
charade." 

The down-to-earth 
mayor of Kostroma, 
Boris K. Korobov, 
agrees. He has postponed 
Georgy's oath-taking 
ceremony “until the 
Romanovs can restore 
order inside their own 
dynasty.” 

The Kremlin has taken 
note. Nemtsov aides said 
recently that the idea of 
giving Geotgy some kind 
or official status had 
been discussed and 
rejected, although 
Geoigy still could return 
to Russia as a private 
individual. 

In the quiet shade of 
the lpatievsky Monas¬ 
tery, the languid police 
guard only yawned and 
grinned at the idea of 
Georgy. “Sure, we’re 
interested in the real 
czars. My teenage daugh¬ 
ter collects pictures of 
Nicholas II." said 
Georgy E. Sarapyanov. . 
“But we have enough 
problems feeding our¬ 
selves and finding work 
without worrying about a 
new czar. Anyway, what 
has that fat kid from 
Spam got to do with Rus¬ 
sian 

LA Times- 
Washington Post News 
Service 


ESCWA experts meet 
in Amman 


AMMAN (Star)—About 30 
experts participated in 3-day 
meeting on the "Impact of the 
Peace Process by Selected Sec¬ 
tors." The meeting, which was 
organized by ESCWA and the 
Amman Chamber of Industry 
at the Marriott Hotel, focused 
oq the regional and interna¬ 
tional aspects and their impact 
on the economies of the 
ESCWA countries. 

What was interesting is that 
experts presented papers on 


Irbid Flower Auction 


Continued from page 1 
opened in the country. The first 
branch was opened in Zerqa 
sometime this year, and it is 
proving to be great success. In 
fact this is partly why the 
organizors established the new 
Irbid location. 

Approximately 30 major 
florists are using the Auction 
on a dally basis, and they are 
very happy from the service it 
provides. The prices in the 
Irbid branch are approximately 
five percent lower than in 
Amman, and the florists save at 
least JD 20 a week for every 
trip they no longer have to 
mate Vo Amman. “We are 
very happy with this new 
flower Auction , and we have 
encountered no problems so 
far," says Mr MargL 

Most of the’flowers grown 
for the Jordan market are pro¬ 


duced by about 75 large nurser¬ 
ies in and around Amman, 
Mafraq, and the eastern desert 
The substantial production of 
flowers not. only meets the 
needs of Jordan, but are 
exported to Europe during the 
winter, and to the Gulf coun¬ 
tries ail year round. 

The largest volume of flow¬ 
ers sold by season is during, 
mid-summer to late fall, with 
the main summer season start¬ 
ing in July. Unfortunately, all 
attempts to grow flowers in 
Irbid for the local market have 
failed. Mr Kessab said, “There 
isn't enough water here, and 
the water has a high calcium 
content.” 

Less hassle, lower prices, 
and fresher flowers are the keys 
to the success of the new Irbid 
Flower Auction. ■ 


different economic sectors in 
the region. These included in 
textiles and electronics and 
the practical steps to boost the 
productivity of these sectors to 
face the new international chal¬ 
lenges, particularly in the light 
of the peace process and the 
entry requirements into the 
World Trade Organization. 

An Egyptian expert said 
there must be regional integra¬ 
tion. Sami ha Fawzi from Cairo 
University, said such integra¬ 
tion will provide the basis for 
the Arab world to play a 
greater role in the international 
system.! 
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An unconventional 
report on Jordanian 
news and views edited 
by Marwan Al Asmar 
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Election date set 

,he u exl e,eclions for the Lower House has 
wha * w “ thought to be much trepidation. 
'•i-'*?? CI ? bcr S .^. by ^ government. Deputies, ordinary 
individuals and political parties have long started on the 
election trail, and no doubt this summer would be even hotter 
man we thought. 

An angry Planning Minister 

■ For the first lime Planning Minister Dr Rima Khalaf 
spoke her mind. She criticized Israel for its foot dragging on 
the execution of joint projects 
between Jordan and Israel. She 
said “the new Israeli thinking 
puts a freeze on the projects and 
; does not form any kind of 
cooperation to build the region." 

As to the mega project of 
linking the Dead Sea to the 
Mediterranean Sea. Dr Khalaf 
was quoted in Al Rai as saying 
that die Israeli proposal would 
deny any Jordanian sovereignty 
over the area. She said that there 
are those in the Israeli 
government who are 
deliberately creating obstacles Khalaf 

in front of joint projects, adding 
that the recent resignation of 

the Israeli Deputy Minister of Finance was a protest against 
the aid package that was recently made by the US 
administration. She also added that Israel does not allow 
commercial cooperation between Jordan the Palestinian 
Authority areas. 

Fines by Audit Bureau 

■ The Audit Bureau, which monitors public finances in 
government ministries and agencies, has issued 1850 
violations in 1996. This is according to the bureau's report 
which will be issued sometimes this week. Through its 
work, ir has managed to save the public purse about JD 10 
million. The number of violations issued in 1994 and 1995 
were 2750 and 1969 respectively. 

In for the axe - - - 

M We are nearly there. It seems that the government is dead 
serious about one thing: killing-off the Ministry of Supply 
after about 20 years of existence. Well, this is not exactly 
true. The Ministry will be merged with the Ministry of Trade 
and Industry, and it could be a lot sooner than we think. But 
everybody is saying what will happen to prices of basic 
commodities? Will they continue to be monitored by the 
government or will they be left to the whims of market 
forces? However, it has been made clear that the government 
is going to substitute the present Supply coupons for direct 
payment as from September. 

The new government philosophy is to end what it calls the 
“administrative sluggishness” that is prevailing in the public 
sector. And in this respect the government wants to merge 
the Ministry of Rural Affairs and Municipalities to the 
Ministry of Interior, the Ministry of Culture to the Ministry 
or Youth and the Ministry of Higher Education to the 
Ministry of Education. This might be a good move because it 
would mean less of that greasy stuff called fat and inevitably 
less bureaucracy, but that could inevitably mean laying 
people off. Now. to be fair, the government is trying to stir 
away from that idea and that is why it is instituting the social 
security package. 

Flights between Kuwait and Jordan 

■ Direct flights between Jordan and Kuwait will start as of 
the second week of July. Both Royal Jordanian and Kuwait 
Aim-ays will be sin a four weekly flights between Amman . 
Sid Kuwait City? Air flights between the two countries have 
heen cut off since the last Gulf War, six years ago. 

Another woman for Parliament 

■ We have another woman that is fighting the coming 

iJrinn fhat is due to.be held this autumn. No offence 

* ^course Ms Aysha Falah Al Abadi is standing for 

,mended oftcourse, msi w ^ ft . s about (ime thal a 

^ nunan rir^lsents its kind in Parliament. Tojan Faisal might 
^TJScommS. but Ms Abadi is right, there must 

ES~2£?ssjx n ras 

constituency. Dr Akiileh is a veteran politician. This will.be 

his third re-election. 


Trouble at ®*^J^ e J enwen the Satirists and 

prove tire straw that t**"™ 
e hack and may 

eventually » 3 ,he 

Sdoi over the drawing up 

0 7 

ihe coming g^eralelecbon. At 

dfcnuKOver wbo should run for 
ffEEd'‘Christian seat m 

JTrwide 

■a&yr^s- i 

fyftie Thifo (Christian seat) says he 

SJSJ5S .& opposition paries on a untted HsL 

Drugs bust {AND) prevented the ever 

An«i- Na ’*“ C linB D ? P OTtioii in the MstW of the 

hipest drugs smugg* ,n g P® . -j 0 pi U m at a value 
h Kv About 47 Kilograms of heroin ^ v fflercedcs Clir . 

SjD 6 million were’* w ^fbehind the operation, 
Kve oJopto. of diem sharfcfch. He said 

£M5» AND^-^^ported to neighboring 




Lord David Steel 
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‘The peace process...is 
‘brain-dead,’ that is, its on 
a life-support machine’ 



EDITOR’S NOTE: Lord 
David Steel, a Liberal politi¬ 
cian of a long stature, was 
recently in Jordan to present 
a paper titled “Leadership 
Towards a New World 
Order” to the first program 
of the International Leader¬ 
ship Academy. A United 
Nations University, it was 
only established in Amman 
earlier this month. Lord Steel 
has been a leader of the Brit¬ 
ish Liberal Party for many 
years and was the architect 
behind the merger of the 
party with the Social Demo¬ 
crats in the 1980s. which ir 
now known simply as the Lib¬ 
era) Democrats. David Steel 
was made a member or the 
House of Lords recently for 
his contribution over the 
years to British politics. He 
talked to The Star's Marwan 
Asmar about the reasons for 
the program and about neces¬ 
sary ways to activate the 
peace process, which he 
describes as ‘brain-dead.' 
Excerpts follow; 

What would you say about 
this program? Do you think it 
will create ‘new leaders’? 

I don't chink it is designed to 
create new leaders. I think it is 
designed to give a focus for 
people who are interested in 
leadership and I am quite cer¬ 
tain that arising out of this ini¬ 
tiative there will be a network 
of alumni from this program 
which 1 hope will have some 
long lasting effect. From the 
informal discussions I had with 
them [participants], they cer¬ 
tainly seem to be very deter¬ 
mined to carry forward the col¬ 
lective experience of these 
-sessions. 

What in your opinion 


fee 




Lord Steel 


should this program be all 
about, the new leaders, it's a 
big concept... 

It is a big concept. I said at 
the end of my presentation 
that leadership involves not 
just reading to events hui 
having some kind of vision, 
some kind of plan which 
helps to shape events and 
that’s a very different con¬ 
cept. Unfortunately, so much 
of the leadership today is 
taken up with reacting to 
events. - 



In tin’s context how do you 
see the current stalemate in 
the peace process? 

The peace process, as I 
described it in the presentation, 
is ‘brain-dead.’ that is. its on a 
life-support machine and some¬ 
body needs to find a cure to the 
peace process to make it really 
come alive again. I don’t sec 
am sign ol this. Unfortunately, 
the A meric j ns are not going to 
do this and therefore. I think 
the responsibility should he 
taken up by the European 
Union. Unfortunately, noi 
since I98U. has the European 
Union heen al all pro-active in 
the peace process. It tended to 
follow on behind and leave 
everything to the Americans or 
individual initiatives such as 
the Norweigans at Oslo. 

But Britain takes over the 
presidency of the European 


Union in January, for six 
months, and I hope thal they 
might use thal period to restart 
a new initiative. 

Europeans do have a good¬ 
will [and a history], but the 
problem is in leadership. The 
leadership role has always 
been a step back_ 

Exactly, and the difficulty in 
the European Union is that the 
presidency changes every six 
months, and although we have 
signed up in the Maastricht 
Treaty, a couple of years ago. 
to a common foreign and 
security policy, there is no 
mechanism for driving that pol¬ 
icy forward, there is no politi¬ 
cal secretarial- so that every 
initiative lies with the presi¬ 
dency for six months. Six 
months is noL a long enough 
perspective when you are deal¬ 
ing with an issue like the Mid¬ 
dle East peace process, it's far 
too short. So. where is the lead¬ 
ership to come from. I hope 
Britain will do something dur¬ 
ing that six months, but the key 
to it. seems to me. is to have a 
political secretariat which is 
permanent to drive forward the 
excellent resolutions which the 
EU has passed in previous 
years on the peace process, but 
they have to turn those resolu¬ 
tions into action now. 

Are there any problems on 
that score with the Ameri¬ 
cans. They have not been 
keen in getting the Euro¬ 
peans in, so to speak. 

The Americans are tied up in 
such a bind now on the whole 
process that they should wel¬ 
come anybody else laking an 
initiative, and in a sense, the 
Americans have some justifica¬ 
tions for a little bit of exacerba¬ 
tion that the Europeans have 
not got their act together yet. 
and have not been ready to pur¬ 
sue an initiative of their own. 
You arc asking me a specula¬ 
tive question. I don’t know 
what the reactions of the Amer¬ 
icans would be if Europe really 
succeeded, but I hope it will be 
positive. ■ 


Heat wave: Taking things to the 
extreme 

■ This the time of the year when things tend to go to the 
extreme—may be it's the heat. Parents raid exam halls to 
deliver test answers to their kids, hoping that their efforts 
will actually help advance their offsprings careers. 

Pofice raid a small Jordan Valley town to execute a 
court order to tear down houses illegally built on govern¬ 
ment land. Sixteen policemen and iwo civilians are injured 
in the confrontation. 

Al Wihdat football club is boycotting the Mumlaz 
Championships to protest the unfair distribution of ticket 
revenues. 

Parliament is in recess, the government is busy with 
huge public relations efforts abroad, mending bridges with 
Arab countries in the hope of attracting investments, cred¬ 
its and financial assistance. Political parties arc threaten¬ 
ing to take the government to court over the Ministry of 
Interior’s decision to audit their annual financial state¬ 
ments. The same parties, namely opposition, are now con¬ 
sidering creating a single platform to field candidates 
under a unified list to contest the next parliamentary elec¬ 
tions with the hope of defeating government-backed 
candidates. 

The peace process is clinically dead. Relations with 
Israel are in a free fall: the US wants to leave the parties 
to cook in their own juices in the summer heat. 

Bleak picture? Not exactly. In spite of the political 
stalemate, the government seems to he making some head¬ 
way in its efforts to revitalize Lhe economy. With US aid 
on its way and more money to be generated from new 
loans and credit facilities. Jordanians arc bracing them¬ 
selves for indications (hat the economic slowdown, which 
everybody is feeling, is about to end. 

But in the meantime, the heat spell will take its loll. 
Exam halls arc quiet again, the unfortunate incident in 
Deir Alla is behind us and political panics, well, are their 
old selves again. But good news are hound to come: for 
starters the heat wave is almost over and the weather fore¬ 
cast promises normal summer temperatures. That's one 
piece of good news that is a cause for celebration. 

Washing away the evidence 

■ Anti normalization feelings are high at the University 
of Jordan. This is 

at least what one • ’■ 

can assume from 

what a group of >•'_ '.‘V 

Education College \-.f\ . 

students at the UJ a -jBr 

did one day after | - ' 

former Israeli pre- ■ tfr 

mier. Shimon • ) •> 

Peres, delivered a ~ ‘ £ 

lecture at the col- -Jjfc •, •' : 

lege’s auditorium s .. ‘"f 1 

as pan of the Inter- f “ L 

national Leader- ^f 

ship Program. 

According to Al 4 .~{ 

studems washed 

the auditorium - to 
cleanse The 
dents used water 
and disinfectant to 

literally wash away any traces of Peres’ visit. More ihan 
200 students staged a sit-in called by the .students’ council 
against the visit by "Qana Criminal." So much for normal¬ 
ization efforts at grassroots level. 
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School girl Parah Khader holds a banner that says no to 
the Congress Resolution. This was part of a sit-in staged 
by Jordanian and Palestinian women outside the Ameri¬ 
can Embassy in Abdoun last Sunday. They were protesting 
the recent US Congress decision to recognize Jerusalem 
as the capital of Israel and to move the American Embassy 
from Tel Aviv Jerusalem. 


Egyptian court overturns 
ban on female circumcision 

Continued from page 1 young have a sharp tempera- 
„ _ment and bad habits." 

mg to the Egyptian Supremo The hea]lh minis[L . r ;1[ , hc 
nc^aT in^lamk 5«mne. 

noting that in Egypt it dates to Sjllam ‘ h : s s “ LLC j’ sC ! r - '*' ee> tr ‘ e , d 
pharaonic times, centuries U> close iha loophole. unnoun,- 
before the advent of Islam, and «ng last July that no UmwJ 
is virtually unknown in such mediral professional could per- 
conservative Islamic societies torm procedure, 
as Saudi Arabia and Iran. The decree prompted the 

Egypt and other developing lawsuit by Badrv mid Fuwzi. 
countries have come under who said last year that lemalc 
growins international pressure circumcision, if done properly, 
to curb female circumcision, is "a very minor sort of opera- 
which often is performed on lion’’ that leaves the clitoris 
girls as young as 3. Besides essentially intact. Moreover, he 
being traumatic and potentially said, the govc'mmcnl ban would 
dangerous—especially when only have the effect of driving 

performed by barbert and other u,e practice underground, creat- 
unq uali fieri practitioners—the jng unnecessary trauma and 
procedure- has been linked lo health risks for girls, 
problems in childbirth and sex- Human rights activists said 
ual relations. t Tuesday night that they were 

The government promised to disappointed but not surprised 
take action in 1994 after CNN ~ We kncw (hat the country was 
broadcast footage of a scream- nol re; ,jy j or such a decree." 
ing ! 3 -year-old girl undergoing Marie Assad, director of 

dw procedure at the hands ol a jhe p crmIe Genital Mutilation 
Cairo barber. But n soon ran Taik Fori;e - Wc need more 
into opposition From q gpu^jQn more research, more 

■£7‘£g5WL ,, £ 

^L° f who r ^L^id A ^ r "giris ^ Times-Washington Post 
who ie not circumcised when News Service 
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{Mows Own: South Korea dertared that peace talcs moy be on the way beteoon mtf 
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Our Say. . . 


Syria and Iraq; foes and friends 


THE WARMING up in relations between Baghdadi and Damascus is causing concern 
in Ankara, Tel Aviv and even Washington. The two Arab Baathist regimes have been 
at odds with each other for decades and all attempts to create reconciliation between 
the two neighboring countries met dismal failure. 

But now the two countries are seriously moving towards political dialogue and eco¬ 
nomic cooperation. Both countries have mutual enemies and therefore mutual interests. 
Iraq has been weakened by seven years of UN sanctions that was accompanied by a 
devastating war against its infrastructure. Its northern borders are insecure, with seces¬ 
sionist Kurdish rebel movements falling under US and Turkish influence. The Israeli 
invisible hand can be felt in northern Iraq as well. 

Syria, on the other hand, remains, technically at least, at war with Israel. Peace talks 
with Israel have been suspended since the assassination of Yitzhak Rabin and the elec¬ 
tion of hard-liner Benjamin Netanyahu. It does not look as if the current Israeli govern¬ 
ment will reach an agreement with Syria on the future of the occupied Golan Heights. 
In recent months, Syria's relations with Turkey have reached a crisis level, while the 
Turkish-Israeli alliance has put the Syrians on alert 

These and other developments have created a need by Iraq and Syria to come closer 
to each other. They have common enemies and, at (east for the time being, they have 
common interests. 

It is natural that Turkey, Israel and the United States will view this sudden warmth 
between the two Arab capitals as a danger to their interests in the region. The two 
countries are the only ones left outside the circle of the Middle East peace process— 
Syria is a reluctant member because it fears Israel's hegemony, while Iraq was never 
officially invited in. 

Together these two Arab countries have a population of over 30 million, run armies 
with respectable, but not necessarily formidable, conventional capabilities, have impor¬ 
tant resources such as oil, water and geographic depth and, most importantly for Israel 
and the United States, can potentially threaten Israel. 

One can understand America's anxiety, Israel’s fears and Turkey’s concern over this 
sudden closeness between Baghdad and Damascus. The real catastrophe would be for 
this loose alliance to attract yet another member—Iran. 

The irony is that it is Syria and Iraq who have most to fear. Tieir coming together 
was initiated by a foolish US policy in the Middle East that is clearly anti-Arab and 
very much pro-Israel. Their instinct for self-defence was triggered by Turkey’s shame¬ 
less incursions into northern Iraq in violation of international laws and agreements and 
Ankara’s open strategic coordination with Tel Aviv. 

Israel has made numerous threats, veiled and open, to Damascus, with the aim of 
bullying Syria into submitting to .a humiliating settlement over the Golan. Iraq, in spite 
of US assurances, is fearful of a trilateral scheme to partition it and tear away its north¬ 
ern part ... 

As Arabs we should not yeild to attempts to raise our fears from the recent Iraqi- 
Syrian closeness. Instead we should pay a close look at who our real enemies are.B 



Members of the Iraqi Workers Union, holding pictures of President Saddam Hussein 
chant slogans outside the Turkish Embassy in Baghdad against the recent Turkish inva¬ 
sion of North Iraq, last week. 
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A view from America 


A puzzle of a democracy 
that turned sour! 


By Carrie Nelle Moye 

Star US corespondent 


TURKEY IS becoming more 
and more of a puzzle. It freely 
elected a political party whose 
leader. Necmattin Erbakan, be¬ 
came prime minister, in a coa¬ 
lition with another party 
whose leader, Tansu Ciller, be¬ 
came foreign minister and was 
destined to become prime min¬ 
ister later in the year as 
agreed. Fine. This is the proper 
game within the rules of de¬ 
mocracy. 

But enter the Turkish mili¬ 
tary and the puzzle begins. 
This body claims to be the 
guarantors of democracy and 
secularism, but its leaders be¬ 
have like people involved in a 
struggle. 

Rather than accepting the 
authority of the elected civil¬ 
ian government, as designated 
by the constitution, the gener¬ 
als decided to run the govern¬ 
ment and dictate to both prime 
minister and parliament 

This is a clear sign that Tur¬ 
key is not ready to join the Eu¬ 
ropean Union despite its ef¬ 
forts. pleading and threatening 
for the last two decades. 

The Turkish generals want to 
have it all. They wish Europe 
to believe they are true demo¬ 
crats while continue to oppress 
any opinion not amenable to 
their concept of the world. 

The Turkish constitution, 
drafted by scholars and jurists 
in line with European constitu¬ 
tions, was approved by the gen¬ 
erals themselves. Since, in es¬ 
sence. they fathered their 
constitution, they now feel they 
can apply or break it at will. 

In most developing coun¬ 
tries the army is the true pow¬ 
er. Despite its Westernization. 
Turkey is no different. The 
military is idolized as a cult by 
many. It draws its halo from 
the memory of the founder of 
the republic, Kama! Atatprk. 
who is revered in Turkey's 
would-be democracy like Kim 
II Sung in North Korea's dic¬ 
tatorship. 

Like many Third World 
countries, Turkey appears in¬ 
capable of enforcing the rules 
of the democratic game, espe¬ 
cially where the military is 
concerned. While this is true 
of some other allies and 
friends of the West, Turkey is 
the only one making a pretense 
of Westernization. Europeani¬ 
zation. and pushing to join the 
European Union. 

Zein El Din Ben Ali of Tu¬ 
nisia is a military figure turned 
president, as is Hafez Al As¬ 
sad of Syria. The difference 
between these two military 
presidents and Turkey’s gener¬ 
als is thal the former are not 
claiming to be Westernized 
and are not seeking to change 
geography. 

In actuality, 98 percent of 
Turkey is in Asia and is 


known as Asia Minor, but Tur¬ 
key insists that it is in Europe. 
An old Turkish proverb notes. 
“The crow tried to imitate the 
singing of the nightingale. It 
forgot its crowing and did not 
learn to sing like a nightin¬ 
gale. it lost its voice.” Like 
the crow. Turkey has alienated 
itself from its neighbors— 
Greece. Cyprus. Bulgaria, 
Russia. Armenia, Iran. Iraq, 
and Syria—but has not been 
accepted by Europe. 

Europeanization was Ata- 
turk’s dream. He thought de¬ 
crees such as forcing citizens 
to change dress—banishing 
the fez and replacing it with 
the French cosquette — 
symbolized the essence of 
Westernization. The military 
continues to cling to that 
dream-turned-nightmare and 
consequently has alienated it¬ 
self from a majority of Turks, 
mostly simple country folk 
with strong adherence to Islam 
and tradition. 

Yet. a majority of the Turks 
voted for Erbakan's Rafah 
party, known as somewhat 
Westernized yet mildly Islam¬ 
ic and still rather Turkish- 
traditional. 

The West condemns Iran 
and others for forcing women 
to wear the chadour. and veils. 
Who condemns Turkey’s gen¬ 


erals for decreeing that women 
are not allowed to cover their 
heads in public places? Is this 
not a dictatorship in reverse? 

Who condemns the Turkish 
generals for closing theologi¬ 
cal schools to preserve secular¬ 
ism (as they claim)? Was not 
that the standard practice of 
Stalin? In their blind national 
chauvinism, the Turkish mili¬ 
tary is trying to stamp out the 
cultural identity of a third of 
its population, the Kurds. 

By decree, the Kurdish lan¬ 
guage is forbidden (sbades of 
France in Algeria). People 
“caught” speaking Kurdish are 
punished. Kurds do not want 
to be culturally Turkomanized. 
They accept Turkish nationali¬ 
ty, but demand recognition of 
cultural freedom in democratic 
pluralism, as do ethnic groups 
everywhere. 

Presently, Turkey is with¬ 
drawing from its third offen¬ 
sive in northern Iraq to eradi¬ 
cate Kurdish refugees and 
revolutionary Turkish Kurds 
who fled to Iraq to escape 
Turkish oppression. The US 
and others have been silent re¬ 
garding this overt aggression. 
The West is protecting Kurds 
against Iraq's Saddam Hussein 
but allowing Turks to slaugh¬ 
ter these same persons, Turk¬ 
ish and Iraqi alike. 


Too afraid of Islam 


THE RESIGNATION of Turk¬ 
ish Prime Minister Necmettin 
Erbakan stems from a conflict, 
now bedeviling much of the 
Muslim world, over how much 
freedom to grant Islamic ex¬ 
pression and Islamic political 
parties. In Turkey, the secular 
military pressured Mr Erbakan, 
who heads an Islamist party, to 
crack down on displays of Is¬ 
lam, and has now forced his 
resignation. 

Many other nations, includ¬ 
ing Algeria. Tunisia and Egypt, 
ban some Islamic parties out¬ 
right. Muslim nations are right 
to be wary of groups that might 
irppose dictatorships if they 
reached power. But such bans 
can end up creating repressive 
police states in the name of 
preventing them. They can 
also help radicalize Islamic 
movements that might other¬ 
wise play by democratic rules. 

Governments can blame 
themselves for the rise of Is¬ 
lamic parties. In societies in¬ 
tolerant of dissent, the mosque 
is often the only place where 
people cair speak freely and or¬ 
ganize. In Turkey, Egypt and 
other nations, Islamic move¬ 
ments appeal to non- 
fundamentalists disgusted with 
the corruption and inefficiency 
of traditional parties. Govern¬ 


ments often use bans to elimi¬ 
nate the opposition. 

There is reason to ban move¬ 
ments that use terrorism or seek 
to seize power so as to impose 
dictatorship. But many do not. 
The Islamic Action Front in 
Jordan, for example, competes 
in elections. Turkey's Islamic 
party played by democratic 
rules, it won more than 21 per¬ 
cent of the vote and governed 
in coalition with a secular par- 

iy- 

There was little danger that 
Mr Erbakan would make Tur¬ 
key an Islamic nation, given 
formidable opposition to. that 
course in Turkish society. 

Yet the military, which, has 
staged three coups since I960, 
pressed Mr Erbakan to shut 
down government-sponsored 
religious schools that have been 
open for years, and to crack 
down on religious expression, 
such as the wearing of head 
scarves in government offices. 

Efforts to suppress Islamic 
movements are common, in 
1995, Egypt arrested the most 
charismatic leaders of the Mus¬ 
lim Brotherhood a popular, rel¬ 
atively moderate group that 
condemns violence. The Tuni¬ 
sian government has arrested 
thousands of members and 
sympathizers of Nahdha, an Is¬ 


lamic party that behaved demo¬ 
cratically. 

The risk of banning moder¬ 
ate Islamic movements and ex¬ 
pression is that such steps cart 
end up radicalizing them. Like 
most political groups, Islamic 
organizations do not disappear 
when they are banned. They 
simply turn to methods other 
than politics. The crudest ex¬ 
ample is Algeria, where the 
government canceled elections 
in 1992 rather than allow victo¬ 
ry by an alliance of moderate 
and fundamentalist Islamic 
groups. The alliance was then 
outlawed and its leaders jailed, 
its radicals turned to terrorism, 
and the government responded 
in kind. The ensuing bjoodbath 
has killed 60,000 people. 

No government should sit 
back while terror groups or 
those promising dictatorship 
seek to take power. It is not al¬ 
ways evident when these dan¬ 
gers exist- It is clear, however, 
that governments in the Middle 
East and North Africa have of¬ 
ten used this excuse to club the 
opposition. They should in¬ 
stead compete with Islamic par¬ 
ties by making their own ad¬ 
ministrations more competent 
and honest ■ 


The New York Times 


Book review 


A failure to learn the 


lessons of history 


Prohibition: The 13 Years 
That Changed America, by 
Edward Behr. BBC, 256 pp. 


Reviewed by 
Jorefc Martin 


MUCH OF Ed Behr’s long ca¬ 
reer as a journalist and author 
has been spent outside his na¬ 
tive America. He has reported 
on Asia, Africa and Europe, es¬ 
pecially France, but now, like 
other expatriates before him. 
has returned home, in this case 
to dissect the extraordinary his¬ 
torical phenomenon which 
made it virtually illegal to con¬ 
sume alcohol in the US from 
1920 to 1933. 

He draws two broad conclu¬ 
sions from his study. First, as 
the book's sub-titie underlines. 
Prohibition encouraged the 
habit of law-breaking, aided 
and abetted by corruption, to 
the point that it has become in¬ 
grained. even glorified, in the 
national culture. 

Second, America, more than 
most countries, appears con¬ 
demned not to learn from the 
lessons of its own history, in¬ 
cluding such clear disasters as 
Prohibition which sought to 
legislate morality. Although he 
makes no direct reference to it. 
protagonists on both sides of 
today's abortion wars could do 
worse than ponder his analysis. 

His book bears many of die 
strengths and weaknesses of 
those produced in association 
until television series, this one 
recently aired on the BBC. It is 
excellent on the vividly anecro- 
dal and personal, but some- 


rimes at the cost of hyperbole 
and the lass of a little perspec¬ 
tive (political corruption, after 
all, was as refined in 19th cen¬ 
tury America as it was during 
Prohibition). 

But it is both entertaining 
and instructive to read again of 
the half-forgotten life and 
times of men like George Re¬ 
mus, the infamous Cincinnati 
bootlegger who murdered his 
wife but was acquitted on 
grounds of insanity, and “Big 
Bill” Thompson, the three-time 
Chicago mayor who was gang¬ 
ster Al Capone's stooge. 

There are good passages, 
too. on the long lobbying cam¬ 
paign that culminated in the 
passage of the 18th Amend¬ 
ment to the Constitution, em¬ 
bodied in the Volstead Act. 
That was the work of an im¬ 
probable coalition of radical 
women long exercised by the 
damage that alcohol could 
wrcak on families, big industri¬ 
alists such as Henry Ford and 
John D Rockefeller keen on a 
booze-free labour force, and 
politicians out for the main 
chance, all artfully co¬ 
ordinated in the crunch by 
Wayne Wheeler, lobbyist for 
the Anti-Sal Oon League. 

Timing also played its part. 
US entry into the first world 
war put previously influential 
immigrant German brewers on 
the defensive. Wheeler urged 
the federal government to in¬ 
vestigate ”a number of brewer¬ 
ies around the country which 
are owned in part by alien ene¬ 
mies.” With the war over, the 
ASL demanded ■ that temper¬ 


ance reform must be recog¬ 
nised in the reconstruction pro¬ 
gramme of the several nations 
of Europe. 

America's external relations 
were strained by Prohibition, 
much as they are today by the 
trade in narcotics. French wine 
and Scotch whisky producers 
either smuggled liquor in di¬ 
rectly (thus enriching many 
poor US fishermen) or shipped 
to Canada for movement across 
the border. Some foreign diplo¬ 
mats in Washington even dealt 
in alcohol, though as late as 
1929 Sir Esme Howard, the 
British ambassador, continued 
to ban it from official recep¬ 
tions (his stafT staged a huge 
party when he was Prohibition 
did briefly appear to play pub¬ 
lic health and other dividends. 
The death rate from alcoholism 
was cut by 80 per- cent by 
1921 from pre-war levels, 
while alcohol-related crime 
dropped markedly, leaving 
prisons under-populated. But 
poisoning from adulterated liq¬ 
uor soon became a blight, by. 
1927 causing as many as 
50,000 deaths and many more 
injuries and impairments, while 
organised crime, reaping fabu¬ 
lous profits, operated with in¬ 
creasing impunity and vio¬ 
lence. 

Finally, however. Prohibi¬ 
tion. which started with loop¬ 
holes. basically failed because 
it was unenforceable. By 1925 
half a dozen states, including 
New York, had passed laws 
banning local police from in¬ 
vestigating violations. . . 

Federal and state judiciaries;.. 


both the honest and the bought- 
off, became increasingly reluc¬ 
tant to uy offenders. Mabel 
Willebrandt for eight years an 
incorruptible deputy attorney 
general, lamented on retire¬ 
ment in 1928 that "a large part 
of my time and energy was de¬ 
voted to prosecuting prosecu¬ 
tors.” 

Tire weakening of the na¬ 
tional economy in the wake of 
the stock market crash of 1929 
meant state governments began 
seriously to miss the liquor tax 
revenues they had been denied. 
In 1932 Franklin Roosevelt, 
who never disguised his fond¬ 
ness for martinis, campaigned 
on making beer legal again in 
'order to tax it. t 

In the end. Prohibition sub¬ 
sided in 1933 with more of a 
whimper than a bang of the 
21st amendment repealing the 
18th because it seemed irrele¬ 
vant as public policy focused 
on the Depression. Even John 
D Rockefeller, "a teetotaler on 
principle,” recanted, observing 
in 1932 “drinking has generally 
increased, the speakeasy has 
replaced the saloon; a vast 
army of lawbreakers has been 
recruited and financed on a co¬ 
lossal scale.” 

Thus a moral cause begat 
immoral consequences, many 
of which live today and flour¬ 
ish, as with narcotics, on a glo¬ 
bal scale. As Ed Behr reason¬ 
ably concludes; “Those who 
know no history condemn 
themselves to repeat it. either 
as tragedy or farce,” ■ • 

Financial Ttmoa . 

SyndtarffeHr 


The past few-months have- 
shown the Turkish military’s 
disrespect—even contempt— 
for their own constitution and 
democratic rules. They have 
behaved in defiance of the 
elected govemrnenL 

They have entered into mili¬ 
tary pacts without government 
consent, invaded a neighbor¬ 
ing country against the estab¬ 
lished policy, oppressed mi¬ 
norities despite their 
constitution, and dictated to 
their own prime minister. June ■ 
18. Prime Minister Erbakan 
resigned- He should have de¬ 
manded that the generals end 
their charade and head the 
government. 

Europe has refused Turkish 
membership into the EU for 
many reasons, major among 
them is the very behavior of 
the generals who claim to be 
the champions of Europeani¬ 
zation. The United States has 
remained silent and supportive 
for short-lived interests. 

With the demise of the So¬ 
viet Union, the strategic value 
of Turkey to the West has di¬ 
minished. and with it the value 
of the Turkish military. Now 
the military is attempting to 
forge a new role, even as it en¬ 
dangers both internal and ex¬ 
ternal stability. ■ 


Missed 

point 


rr IS difficult to talk about 
the Middle East peaa pro¬ 
cess in terms of a balance 
sheet, or of an accountant 
. method in book-keeping; 
This is not to say of. course,} 
that peoples of the region 
. do not expect the dividewls 
of peace to reach their own 
societies.. .Hopes witi afc 
ways remain high- 

Nevertheless the balance 
sheet .approach distracts us. 
from the fact that peace is 
Still to pay positive divi¬ 
dends. At the same time, 
the images, on our TV 
screens, and the highlights 
in our newspapers carry an 
uglier reality for the opti¬ 
mists when confrontation, 
obstinacy, and wasted op¬ 
portunities seem to carry 
the day. 

Even when any reference 
is made about the prospects 


of regional peace, immedi¬ 
ately. Mr Netanyahu's 
name pops up. and the 
whole issue becomes per¬ 
sonalized. when in effect 
the march of history is on 
the side of peace despite all 
its detractors. 

It is not the aim of this 
article lo join the chorus of 
abuse, nor to praise anyone. 
This is because of the reali¬ 
zation of the futility of both 
methods in achieving the 
desired objective of pointy 
ing out issues that are based 
on political situations. 
They, unfortunately be¬ 
come confused by emotion¬ 
al outbursts from all sides, 
and because of subjective' 
analysis that lead to gloss¬ 
ing over the obvious facts 
that make politics the art of 
the possible. Though admit¬ 
tedly. it is very hard under 
the circumstances to detach 
oneself from the anger that 
witnesses the shedding of 
innocent blood, and the 
continued stalling oF the 
peace process. 

Nevertheless, the win¬ 
dow of hope is still open, if 
one takes a brief, leave of 
absence from the habitual 
condemnations and subjec-* 
five feelings. Historically, 
it was not always the Ar¬ 
abs that have rejected peace 
and accommodation with 
Israel but the religious 
right-wing in Israeli poli¬ 
tics; it was they that reject-; 
ed accommodation. 

When one closely re-, 
views Israeli politics, it be-, 
comes apparent that the di¬ 
visions between left and 
right, are compounded by 
the phenomenon of security 
(Betokhon ) conscious Israe¬ 
li public. Peace and securi¬ 
ty have become closely in¬ 
tertwined in a dialectal 
relationship that has be¬ 
come even difficult for the 
Israeli politicians to find a 
synthesis for. 

Fashionably, in Arab cir¬ 
cles, the Israeli Labour-Par-, 
ty became the main symbol 
of peace-seeking political 
force with the Arabs. Of 
course this is true, every 
time we would bold our 
breath when a no- 
confidence vote was raised 
in the previous Israeli Ke- 
nesset, lest our hopes for 
peace might be shattered by . 
an Israeli right-wing gain. - 

Now however, a point 
that must be raised, though 
a little overdue, is that.for- 
the first time in Israel’s his¬ 
tory, the right-wing ele¬ 
ments. by joining the Ne-: 
tanyahu government^ 
accepts peace as a principle 
with the Arabs, and a peace 
at that, built on the division 
of land between Israel and 
the Palestinian Arabs. 1 ; 

Peace has become a po-; 
lilical fact for the Israeli 
politicians on both wings of- 
the body politic. There is : 
no vote of no-confidenoe m 
the Israeli parliament re¬ 
garding the question of . 
peace based on the division: 
of territories between the 
PNA and Israel, but rather, 
the question now, is the is¬ 
sue of percentages, and thtF 
devil is in the details. 

It is absolutely important 
to continue . negotiating' 
these details, despite the 
fact that there are plenty of 
emotions flying regarding 
the recent Israeli practices 
over the issue of settle-.: 
meats and more important^ 
ly, the question of the fhiaT 
status negotiations and Je¬ 
rusalem. 

Also, the Israeli politi¬ 
cians. in the name of elec-/ 
tioneering and vote catch-J 
ing. must not -keep' 
whipping up the campaign 
of security and terrorism, , 
when it is apparent that a 
just peace is the answer for j 
-alt ills-inth&regjom* jI 
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■' The Jordan National 
Bank holds a distin¬ 
guished rank among Jor- 
„ daman banks, it is the sec¬ 
ond if we consider die 
size of its paid-up capital. 
According to a report by 
. the. Union Bank of Swit- 
. zerland (UBS). the 
. National Bank's strong 
. position encourages 

investors to buy its shares 
that are going up sharply 
at the Amman Financial 
Market (AFM). The 
Bank’s profits went up 
■after its merger with the 
Business Bank. This is 
helping to reduce the 
costs of operation and is a 
good opportunity to bene¬ 
fit from incentives pro¬ 
vided by the Central Bank 
to encourage mergers. 

The UBS report 
expects the Bank’s reve¬ 
nues to rise over the next 
three years by 43%. it 
estimates that its pre-tax 
profits this year would go 
up from ID 5,789 million 
in 1996 to JD 8,676 mil¬ 
lion. These profits are 
also expected to hit JD 
13,6S5 million next year 
and JD 17.299 million by 
1999. 

■ The cabinet has offi¬ 
cially approved to carry 
out measures relating to 
the sale of the assets and 
liabilities of the Amman 
Investment Bank (AIB) to 
the Arab Bank. This was 
taken on recommendation 
of the Finance Minister 
and the governor of the 
Central Bank of Jordan. 
The AIB was sold two 
months ago to the Arab 
Bank after the former suf¬ 
fered huge losses. The 
new bank, called the Arab 
Islamic International 
Bank, will now run on 
Islamic banking practices 
at a capital of JD 40 mil¬ 
lion. Some of the former 
AIB employees—120 to 
200—will be remployed 
at the new bank. The Cen¬ 
tral Bank has promised to 
find jobs for the other 
employees. 

■ A joint Jordanian- 
Saudi trade expo was 
opened last Sunday at the 
Amman International 
.Motor show. The expo is 
seen as. an Important 
venue that help ’ to 
acquaint visitors with the 
latest Jordanian and Saudi 
products and strengthens 
made exchange between 
the two countries. 

It is also a golden 
opportunity for investors 
and businessmen to 
exchange views and 
expertise and sign con¬ 
tracts for joint ventures to 
be executed either in Jor¬ 
dan or in Saudi Arabia. 

Among the exhibits are 
herbal products, maca¬ 
roni, vegetable oils, alu¬ 
minium industrial prod¬ 
ucts, furniture, air- 
conditioning units, refrig¬ 
erators. garments and 
other foodstuff items. 


controversy among private sector 


By Bham Sstdeq 
Star Staff Writer 

TALK OF the private sector 
over the past week concentrated 
on the government's draft law 
on competition and monopolis¬ 
tic practices. It is expected to 
take effect next month. 

While the government says it 
is crucial to pass this law 
because of its importance to the 
economy, the private sector 
sees no hurry. Businessmen 
argue that the adoption of this 
law should go hand in hand 
with another one to protect the 
national economy. They stress 
these draft laws should await to 
be discussed by the Lower 
House. 

They are afraid that these 
laws would be pushed through 
without careful study as hap¬ 
pened in the recently passed 
companies and securities law. 

Businessmen themselves say 
that they were not given 
enough time. 

An open dialogue was held 
last week at the Amman Cham¬ 
ber of Industry, between gov¬ 
ernment officials headed by 
Ministry of Trade and Indus¬ 
try’s Secretary General Dr 
Mohammed AJ. Halaiqa and 
other senior officials; and rep¬ 
resentatives of the Amman 
Chamber of Industry, the Fed¬ 
eration of Jordanian Trade 
Chambers and other activities 
in the private sector. 

In what was seen as a con¬ 
structive discussion, partici¬ 
pants dealt with the govern¬ 
ment’s proposals concerning 
the daft Jaw on competition and 
monopolistic practices and dis¬ 
cussed some adjustments by the 
private sector. 

Dr A! Halaiqa said “the gov¬ 
ernment will take the view of 
the private sector into consider¬ 
ation when the law is finally 
formed." He pointed out that 
this draft is not final, and we 
can negotiate and discuss these 
tews before they are ready to 
be implemented”. 

A1 Halaiqa added that the 
speeding of this law comes 
within the context of the gov¬ 
ernment’s philosophy to 
resume endorsing the series of 
economic legislations to pre¬ 
pare the country for member¬ 
ship. in the World Trade Organ¬ 
ization (WTO), and meet the 
requirements of the European 
'partnership agreement 

However, the Deputy Chair¬ 
man of the Amman Chamber of 


industry, Wasif Azar said that 
“this law in such a form is not 
adequate and does not meet the 
aspirations of our national 
economy." 

It kills competition and pun¬ 
ishes competitive practices in 
price and technological devel¬ 
opment Azar said. 

As competition does exist 
among industrial producers and 
manufacturers in Jordan, this 
law should only seek to pro¬ 
hibit monopoly and prevent any 
actions by industrialists to 
abuse consumers. 

This is also the view of Ali 
AJ Dajanl an expert in Ammon 
Chamber of Industry. "Our 
national economy is still at its 
beginnings, we are a small 
emerging market that has no 
big companies, if there are big 
companies they arc very few 
and specialized in certain 
industrial fields." 

AJ Dajani stresses that com¬ 
petition must be encouraged to 
improve productivity and 
achieve self-sufficiency. "This 
will enable us to create big 
institutions that can be strong 
enough to compete with global 


blocs and industrial activities". 

A! Dajani says that the new 
industries have been introduced 
to improve quality, rather than 
killing or abolishing already 
existing ones. For instance the 
traditional soap industry has 
faded when the new detergents 
industry started. This is not 
because of lower price or to 
replace such industry, but sim¬ 
ply because the latter devel¬ 
oped the production and 
improved the quality of 
produce 

This means that the strong, 
both in quality and production, 
remains in the market, while 
the weak quickly vanishes, 
especially amidst global chal¬ 
lenges and the need to cope 
with worldwide requirements 
and competitiveness in a free 
market economy. 

However. Al Dajani assures 
that the Chamber of Industry is 
not against issuing a law or pro¬ 
hibiting monopoly, but he 
stresses that the penalties stipu¬ 
lated in the draft law proposed 
by the Ministry of industry and 
Trade are too much and very 
heavy. 


During last Saturday meet¬ 
ing, a committee was formed 
from the private sector to pre¬ 
pare proposals to the draft law 
and submit them to the Minis¬ 
try for final discussion. 

Dr Tayseer Abdul Jaber, 
from the Businessmen Associa¬ 
tion told The Star that we sup¬ 
port the introduction of this 
law that will encourage compe¬ 
tition and cunail monopolistic 
actions. However, we feel that 
it should be associated with 
another law or protection of 
national economy to protect 
our industries from possible 
dumping practices" Dr Abdul 
Jaber put forward. His other 
proposals are as follows; 

■ There are articles that are 
heavily subjective and judge¬ 
mental that relate to monopo¬ 
listic practices. These should 
be clearly defined in order to 
avoid any misinterpretation of 
the law. "We are against the 
institutional set up which is 
proposed by the draft law, 
namely the creation of a new 
department at the Ministry of 
Industry and Trade which will 
be entrusted with 


implementation." 

■ I have proposed a new set 
up that is the creation of a 
domestic trade commission to 
be in charge of implementing 
the draft tew. This commission 
will include the private sector 
in order to eliminate any possi¬ 
ble abuse of the competition 
law. 

■ The fines included in the 
law are extremely high and 
“we asked to lower them-and 
adjust the fine percentage not 
on all sales but according to the 
net profit of the company. 
Abdel Jaber said. 

VValeed AI Khatib, the direc¬ 
tor of the Amman Chamber of 
Industry says although we see 
no pressing need to issue such 
a law, we respect the govern¬ 
ment's view". 

“The Competition and Pro¬ 
hibiting Monopolistic Practices 
Law", if endorsed will become 
effective within two months 
from the day it is published in 
the Official Gazette. 

All evidence show that by 
next month, this law will be in 
effecL ■ 


Tourism promises great job opportunities, 
stresses tourism council 


LEADERS OF the world's 
main industrialised nations 
attending the Summit of the 
Eight (formerly the G7) meet¬ 
ing in Denver, Colorado on 
20-22 June, have been urged 
to include Travel and Tourism 
in their action to create jobs. 

In an open letter to the 
Heads of Government of the 
USA, UK, France, Germany, 
Italy. Canada. Japan and the 
Russian Federation, as well as 
the President of the European 
Commission, the 88 Chief 
Executive Officer Members of 
the World Travel & Tourism 
Council (WTTC) point out that 
Travel and Tourism can gener¬ 
ate. directly and indirectly, 
four, million jobs in the G7 
nations during the next decade, 
a further six million in Central 
and Eastern Europe and two 
million in the European Vcicr:. 

• •‘'The special WTTC report, 
"Summit of the Eight-Travel 
St Tourism - Creating jobs’, 
identifies the catalytic ‘How- 
through effect' of Travel and 


Tourism demand right across 
the economy particularly in 
sectors such as construction, 
telecommunications, financial 
services, manufacturing and 
retail, and calls for die indus¬ 
try to be taken into account in 
job-creation strategies." says 
WTTC President Geoffrey 
Lipman. 

The WTTC report urges the 
Summit of the Eight leaders to 
recognise the value of the full 
range of jobs which flow from 
Travel & Tourism demand, 
particularly, entry-level jobs 
and work experience for the 
young, students, women and 
minorities, as well as jobs in 
regions, city centres and rural 
areas undergoing structural 
change. 

The "Summit of the Eight- 
Travel & Tourism-Creating 
report, specially pre¬ 
pared by WTTC for the G7+I 
Summit, shows that Travel and 
Tourism in the G7 nations will 
generate an estimated 34. J 
million jobs in 1997. across a 


Korean products expo 
promises success 
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AMMAN (Star)—A Korean Products Exhibi¬ 
tion will be beid at the Amman International 
Motor Show on Airport Road next month. 
Opening on Tuesday 1 July under the patron¬ 
age of HRH Prince Abdallah Bin Al Hussein, 
the show continues till 7 July. 

This is the fifth Korean Products Show to 
be held in Jordan. Organized by the Korea 
Trade Center in Amman, the expo which 
began in 1993 provides an excellent opportu¬ 
nity to the Jordanian public to experience the 
very best in Korean products. 

Sung-Keun Oh. director of the Korea Trade 
Center, hopes the Korea Trade Show will 
provide, “a good window of opportunity to 
introduce Korean products and advanced 
technology to the Jordanian people ” Korean 
products are well respected by many consu¬ 
mers in the country for their quality and rea¬ 
sonable prices. , j . 

Over the past decade Korean-Jordantan 
economic and trade relations increased tre¬ 
mendously. Recently, however, trade rela- 
tions have weakened. Mr Oh hopes the expo 
will again “jump-start trade relations between 
Jordan and Korea once again.” 

The 1996 trade figures between the two 
countries, indicate that Korean «P<>ris to Jor¬ 
dan increased by 7.7 percent in 1996 to 
reach $152 million over 1995. while Jordan 
exports to Korea'scored a 10.9% increase to 
reach $27 million compared to 1995. 

The Korean Products Show is an important 
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broad spectrum of economic 
activities. The industry is 
expected io account for 10.9 
percent of the workforce, pro¬ 
viding one in every 9.2 jobs 
and $2.3 trillion of gross 
output. 

Over the next 10 years, the 
G7 countries are expected to 
increase their Travel and Tour¬ 
ism-generated employment by 
some 4.3 million jobs, or 12.8 
percent growth, with gross out¬ 
put reaching $3.9 trillion. 

The report underscores the 
conclusions reached by public 
and private sector Travel and 
Tourism policymakers in the 
Vifamoura Declaration, calling 
fdr action in four key areas to: 

Adopt the WTTC's Mille¬ 
nium Vision-a proposal for 
intensified public/private scc- 
tor co-operation to make 
Travel and Tourism a strategic 
economic development and- 
employment priority and elim¬ 
inate barriers to growth—as 
the cornerstone of policy mak¬ 
ing activities. 


Integrate Travel and Tour¬ 
ism into strategies to combat 
unemployment. 

Reduce rigid practices in 
labour markets to encourage 
staff mobility, productivity 
and innovation in a progres¬ 
sive employment environment, 
. with emphasis on a flexible 
market economy, avoiding 
protectionist reglation. 

Invest in training and educa¬ 
tion to improve skills and ser¬ 
vice quality, encouraging pub¬ 
lic/private sector partnerships. 

Job creation is high on the 
agenda for a number of the 
world leadens attending the 
Summit of the Eight. Both 
President Bill Clinton and 
Prime Minister Tony Blair, for 
example, have made clear 
statements on the need io 
increase employment , This 
new report demonstrates bow 
Travel Sc Tourism can do 
exactly that, concluded Lip- 
man. ■ 


Consumers should have a decisive 
role in the market 

AFTER SLIGHTLY less than two decades, the Ministry 
of Supply is being abolished. 

When it was established in 1979. its main task was to 
secure the strategic needs of consumers. The ministry 
sought to provide staple items such as rice, sugar, wheat 
and powdered milk at subsidized prices. 

The aim behind such a step was to protect consumers 
from the monopoly of goods by merchants and put a ceil¬ 
ing on the prices of the basic needs of inhabitants with 
low income. 

However, with time, the role of the Ministry was 
expanded, and its task enlarged to include pricing other 
items. According to officials, the Supply Ministry has the 
right to interfere in pricing all commodities. They see 
this as necessary to protect consumers. 

But today, it is argued that this interference has gone 
too far with the ministry poking its nose in almost every 
item, things which they could just as easily do without. 
Such items include-salmon, can juice, tomato paste, etc. 
The task of Lhe Ministry has somewhat diverted from ijs 
original mission. 

During the last Gulf Crisis of 1990/91. and after the 
flow of returnees into Jordan, the Ministry found itself in 
an unenviable position. It became responsible for secur¬ 
ing all basic needs for ali the new comers who returned to 
Jordan because of the crisis and eventually war. 

Coupons were introduced to guarantee that the public 
received foodstuffs at a reasonable price. The Ministry 
decided to introduce the coupon system for rice, sugar 
and powdered milk at subsidized prices. Today however, 
and after about six years, the Ministry is making another 
U-turn. It is now going to cancel these coupons for dn 
annual cash subsidy. 

The first step along this road came last August when 
the government decided to lift the subsidy on wheat and 
bread. Every person now gets JD 15 in cash for bread 
annually. By next September however, the cash subsidy 
will increase further by JD 9 per capita replacing the cou- 
_ pon system. 

And as a result people who now have coupons should 
hand them in by next September in return for cash com¬ 
pensation, The mechanism for this measure will be insti¬ 
tuted by July. 

People are worried. They are not hesitating in express¬ 
ing their fearsand say that the burden on their shoulders 
will more than double. They may even lose out and get 
lost amidst the government's philosophy to stop subsidy 
and liberalize prices. 

Since last April consumers have continued to he vic¬ 
tims of the flotation of fruits and vegetables prices which 
continue to rise despite the summer. 

The sharp increase in prices is argued by some to be as 
a result of a wrong timing of the flotation philosophy. 
They say that such a decision should have been taken in 
better conditions (that is not within a difficult weather 
conditions when farmers lost many of their crops due io 
the frost that prevailed last winter). 

As it is the usual procedure that supply and demand 
regulate the market, then priority is to be given to the 
consumer’s role. He should be able to freely select his 
commodity and rationalize his consumption. 

However, with the move towards price liberalization 
and the removal of the Ministry of Supply, more and 
more people are calling for Lhe creation for a supervisory 
agency to monitor prices and a active Consumer Protec¬ 
tion Society, at least one with more teeth. ■ 


event in Jordan, bringing together many com¬ 
panies. trading houses, dealers, business peo¬ 
ple. and the general public. 

There will be 17 Jordanian companies rep¬ 
resenting 19 Korean companies, and five 
Korean companies participating directly from 
Korea. 

The following are a few of the local partic¬ 
ipants: Unity Trading Co. (agent of Hyundai 
Motors), Nicola Abu-Khader & Sons Co. 
(agent of Roadstone Tires). Jordanian Asian 
Trading Equipments (agent of Asia Motors), 
and CompuThink & Electronics Co. 

The Korean participants are Song Duk Ga 
Up General Co. (automobile filters, cosmet¬ 
ics). United Korea Co. limitation jewelry). 
Mil Yang Co. (Korean Ornaments). Peniel 
Corpora lion (optical frames, sunglasses), and 
Dae Mang Mulsan Co. (Neckties). 

Among the iiems in the exhibition are 
automobile vehicles, tires, automobile acces¬ 
sories. home appliances, telecommunications, 
hotel supplies, kitchenware, socks, lies, med¬ 
ical items, computer accessories, optical 
frames, sunglasses, imitation jewelry, and 
cosmetics. 

The expo is sponsored by the 
Intercontinental Hotel, Korean Air. Jorda- 
nian-Korean Friendship Association, Jorda¬ 
nian Trading Group Co. and Freddy for 
Music. For more information contact the 
Korea Trade Center aL tel: 68425J-684004; 
fax; 6S4254. ■ 


Anti-Drug Day message by UN Secretary-General 

Drug is a ‘threat to basic 
human security’ 


AJl data provided by it ACCESS Tel: 64*868 Fb:M»» 


NEW YORK., f UN Information 
Service)—Following is the text 
of a message from Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan on the 
occasion of the international 
Day against drug Abuse and 
Illicit Trafficking (26 June): 

There is now no pan of the 
world that, sadly, is not touched 
by the scourge of drug abuse: 
indeed, drug abuse is a growing 
problem almost everywhere. 
And one of the most grim 
aspects nf this global problem is 
that il affects most those who are 
most vulnerable —young peo¬ 
ple. My appeal this year is for 
united action, everywhere, at 
national 'and local level and 
down to the individual family, to 
attack this threat to human life 
and basic human security. 

It is alarming that individuals 
are beginning to experiment 
with drugs at ever younger ages. 
New drugs arc growing in popu¬ 
larity. because young people in 
many societies wrongly imagine 
them to be safer than more tradi¬ 
tional drugs like heroin and 
cocaine. That is why we must 
make it absolutely clear that any 
misuse of drugs carries high 
risk. 

The United Nations is work¬ 
ing hand to combat the escalat¬ 
ing problem of drug abuse. 
Governments are working 
through the United Nations 
International Drug Control Pro¬ 
gramme and .other United 
nations agencies io hall the man¬ 
ufacture of illicit drugs, to pre¬ 
vent smuggling across borders, 
and to tackle all the other com¬ 
plex problems drug abuse 
entails. Indeed, in June next 
year, a Special Session of the 
United Nations General Assem¬ 
bly uni) meet to take stock of 
progress at the international 
level and to agree on future 
courses of action. 

But as in medicine itself, pre¬ 
vention is better than cure. Our 
first priority must be to reduce 
the exposure of young people to 
drug abu«. In doing so. we 
must all work together. Our 
communities have a leading role 
to play. 

.^p^aikemem today is there¬ 
fore an appeal to alf contmuaf- 
ties to act now—whether or not 
you have drug abuse problems 


in your midst It is in communi¬ 
ties and their institutions that 
action to prevent drug abuse 
should be rooted. 

Build on what is positive, 
offer challenges, because nega¬ 
tive messages are unlikely to 
have long-term impact. Simple, 
honest facts should he pre¬ 
sented. Special attention needs 
to be given to the especially vul¬ 
nerable—migrants, refugees — 
whose lives have barn dis¬ 
rupted. and to young people in 
situations where strong role 
models arc absent. 

We all owe a debt of grati¬ 
tude to those schools, parents, 
NGOs. businesses and other 
community groups which are 
already doing outstanding work 
in drug abuse prevention. To 
those who are still sitting on the 
sidelines I would say: “Do not 
shirk your responsibilities. Do 
not stand by while others do the 
work.” 

The problems are enormous, 
but I am convinced that individ¬ 
uals. communities and govern¬ 
ments. acting together, can 
make a difference. 

Message of the Executive 
Director or the United Nations 
International Drug Control 
Programme lUNDCP), Gior¬ 
gio Giacomelii, on the occa¬ 
sion of the International Day 


against Drug Abuse and Illicit 
Trafficking, 

• Public perception of the drug 
issue is clouded by the way it is 
portrayed in fiction and popular 
drama. Tune and again we see 
in films and on television Lhe 
problem as one to be tackled by 
the authorities of the state, espe¬ 
cially those concerned with 
repression. The reality is that 
the drug abuse scenario is a 
broad and complex one. in 
which we are all actors with sig¬ 
nificant parts to play. 

. Drug abuse is first and fore¬ 
most an individual tragedy. It 
affects a person's health and 
well-being, his dignity and self¬ 
esteem. his ability to hold down 
a job or to I earn at school. And 
it destroys relations with family, 
friends and employer. Despite 
the popular fashion for portray¬ 
ing drag-taking as port of die 
normal development of young 
adults—as “cool" and daring— 
the reality is that experimenting 
with drugs is for some the first 
step down the slippery slope to 
degradation and self-destruction. 

But that is only pan of the 
story. Illicit drugs are a disrup¬ 
tive force in the community as a 
whole; they are both a product 
of and a begetter of crime. They 
are a disease which infects the 
institutions of the state, spawn¬ 


ing corruption and instability, 
funding terrorism and subver¬ 
sion and trafficking in arms. In 
short, the drug phenomenon is a 
threat to every level of society— 
to the individual, io our commu¬ 
nities. to the slate and to interna¬ 
tional peace and security. 

Criminal trafficking groups 
have so many resources dial 
even governments arc hard 
pressed to match them. Yet traf¬ 
ficking is fuelled by demand. 
Here, as the Secretary-General 
has highlighted, there is in fact a 
great deal that can be done, 
especially in preventing drug 
abuse before it starts, with the 
simple weapons of common 
sense and good wilt, which are 
available in every neighbour¬ 
hood. In addition, many excel¬ 
lent services to treat and rehabil¬ 
itate substance abusers are being 
provided by volunteers, charita¬ 
ble organizations and other pri¬ 
vate operators. 

We know that the eradication 
of drug abuse from the planet is 
a daunting task. But public 
opposition to drug abuse and ali 
its attendant problems is gaining 
ground With the combined 
forces of all levels of human 
organization and endeavour. 1 
am convinced we can and will 
make headway. ■ 



Jordan Petroleum Refinery. Co. Ltd Amman Jordan 
Re-tender invitation for bidding No. 20/97 
Valves for LPG Cylinders 


Jordan Petroleum Refinery Co. Ltd., announces re-tender invitation No. 20/97 for 
the supply of valves for LPG Cylinders. . 

Companies who wish to participate in the above tender are invited to obtain ten- 
| der documents before 12.30 hrs from the company’s head office at the 1st circle - 
I jabal Amman, Against a non-refundable J.D 40.-per set 

Previous participants can obtain a set of tender documents free of charge. 

A bid bond equals 5%-of the offer total amount valid for 120 day’s should be sub¬ 
mitted with the offers. 

Commercial and technical offers should be submitted in separate sealed enve¬ 
lopes. 

IsttiSgcs mosEilfr»»tomBW at company’s head office not later than 12.00 hrs of 
Sunday 13.7.H397 
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Darwish to attend 
Jerash Festival 


THE FAMOUS Palestinian poet Mahmood 
Darwish will participate in the Jerash Festi¬ 
val for Art and Culture that will start on 24 
July. Mr Darwish wiD kick off the “parallel 
poetry festival” in the North Theater in Je¬ 
rash. Afterwards the poetry readings will be 
held in Am mam at the Sboman Foundation, 
and will continue till 9 August. ■ 


Arab art lightens up the Darat 


\\i\ric 


By Anca de Maio 
Special in The Star 


F rom 17 June to 24 July, Darat A! Funun 
offered art lovers a rich and varied col¬ 
lection of paintings by contemporary 
Arab artists from all over the world. As 
part of its declared mission to foster a 
cultural dialogue amongst Arab artists, die twice 
yearly collection covers the whole geography of 
the Arab world and the diaspora. The objective is 
tu provide the public with a comprehensive pal¬ 
ette of generation movements, personal positions 
and artistic styles. 

Fifty-four artists from Algeria. Egypt. Iraq. 
Jordan. Lebanon. Morocco, Saudi Arabia. Sudan. 
Syria and Tunisia, residing in (heir native coun¬ 
tries or abroad, participated in the exhibition. 
Many of them already displayed their art at Darat 
Al Funun since its establishment in 1993. Thanks 
to Mrs Suha S/toman's remarkable effort to 
identify, contact and select prominent talents, 
Arab artists in European countries. Canada and 
the United States, and even in Asia have the 
opportunity to rc-ossert their belonging to their 
original culture and to the Arab art movement. 

At a bird's eye view, the taste for the abstract 
is the prevailing characteristic of the collection. 
"The development of the Arab art movement fol¬ 
lows the general orientation to the abstract of 


global art." said Mr Adrian Sharif, deputy 
director of Darat al Funun. “Despite this general 
impression, the variety of subjects, techniques 
and media illustrated in this exhibition ranges 
from figurative to abstract art. from naive to 
sophisticated expressions, from symbolic to cari¬ 
caturing representations ” he underlined. “With 
the exception of sculpture, we have tried to 
bring together various painting and graphic art 
techniques as employed by artists of different 
generations and schools.” he added. 

Ait pieces by senior artists like Iraqi painter 
and philosopher Shaker Bassan Al Said or 
Egyptian sculptor and painter Adam Henin dia¬ 
logue with pictures by young artists like Jorda¬ 
nian Muhammad Nasrallab and Iraqi Mah¬ 
moud Al Obeidi. on such topics as ‘one- 
dimension art’, geometric abstraction on papy¬ 
rus, obsessive symbols and perspective effects. 

Tunisian artist Adderrazak Sahli plays child¬ 
ishly with biue-and-orange shapes on a gray 
background just as his Bohemian compatriot 
Gouider Trild covers big brown or green sur¬ 
faces with tiny primitive figurative motifs. 
Emtne E 1 Bachs, painter and teacher of art at 
the Beirut University, participates in the exhibi¬ 
tion with a picture composed on the same princi¬ 
ple of repetition, but the pattern does not evoke 
(he African spirit of (he former two. 

'Tunisian. Moroccan. Algerian and Sudanese 





Increasing environmental 
awareness through media 


HUMANS HAVE long started to exploit nature. 
For many centuries. Planet Earth was able to tol¬ 
erate the growing environmental exploitation. 
But with the vast population increase and the in¬ 
dustrial revolution that accompanied, the world 
only began to realize the dimensions of this 
problem in the last few years. 

International Organizations held many confer¬ 
ences and seminars and signed many internation¬ 
al conventions to protect the environment How¬ 
ever all this is futile without supplementing 
these efforts with greater awareness through the 
media, education, etc. 

The role of the media in environmental aware¬ 
ness promotion cannot be ignored since it affects 
ail classes of society, whether they are intellectu¬ 
als. decision-makers, law-makers, industrialists, 
and so on. 

For the media to be effective, it must present 
the issue in u convincing and interesting way by 



Little tots learning to play the piano already. Proud 
parents Khaleei and Jnmanah Danrawh have justcel- 
“brated the first birthday of their son, little Nizar. 
IV any happy returns for the coming year. 


artists share some North 
African characteristics," 
comments Mr Sharif. 

The details fuse into the 
whole when Rafik Al 
Kamel imagines the 
universe as an explo- . ■ 

sion of an infinity of 
small particles (pink 
dots), and the minute 
figuration becomes ab¬ 
straction in Muham¬ 
mad. Kadmi's mixed 
media paintings or in 
Farid Belkahia’s natu¬ 
ral pigment paintings on 
leather. 

The numerous group 
of participating Iraqi 
artists— Ismail Fat- 
tab. Hi mat Moham- 
mead All. Nadim 
Mohan. Karem Hasan ^' ^ 

Mansoor, Saadi Al 

Kaabi. Mohammed Jig* - ■% 

Mohieddin, Rafa Nasi- Wfhj 

ri. Salem Al Dab- £$£■ 

bagb—is compact in vi- Bf* - A T. 

sion and approach. jej'-' 

Either they exploit old »' - 

Iraqi symbols and cal- RT „r,V. 

ligraphy according to i> 

the art theory of ‘verti- . -:'*&%■ 

cal' one-dimension' - ~ ***' 

painting, or they high- \ 

light the human body in > 

a sculptural manner. 

Many Palestinian art¬ 
ists in the diaspora, 
such as Vladimir Ta¬ 
man (Japan), Samia 

Halaby (United States). Nasser So ami (France). 
Kama! BuoUata (United States). Laila Shawa 
(Great Britain). Yassir Dwdk ( Great Britain), 
as well as artists from Jerusalem—Jomana Al 
Husseini, Tayseer Barakat, etc. express more 
or less manifestly their national identity. Sulei¬ 
man Mansour uses mud. straw, ropes and natu¬ 
ral pigments from'Palestine. Nasser' Soumi 
paints the Mediterranean Sea in a collage dedi¬ 
cated to his native Jaffa, while Khalil Rabah 
overlaps in his collages patches of Palestinian 
embroidery, photos and newspaper cuts. 

As for the Jordanian participants, non- 
figurative paintings by Abdoul Raouf Sha- 
moim. Ghada Dahdaieh. Adrian Sharif. Nawal 
Abdullah. Khaled Khreis. Rula Shukairy. 
Hind Nasser. Dodi Tabbaa, and figurative pic¬ 
tures by Ahmad Nawasb (naive caricature). Ad- 
nan Yahya (caricature) Nabfla Hilmi 
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(abstract landscape). Muhammad Nasrallah 
(symbolic landscape). Fouad Mimi (urban land¬ 
scape). Ammar Khammash (Amman land¬ 
scape). Rlham Bisfaara Ghassib (naive land¬ 
scape) are present in the collection. 

Paintings by famous Syrian artists Marwan 
Kassab Bachi (Germany) and Ziad Dalloul 
(France). Sudanese artists Rasfaib Diab (Spain) 
and Muhammad Omar Khalil (USl as well as 
by Lebanese painters Ghada Jamal (US), Afaf 
Zurieq (US) and Jordanian Nabfl Sh eh ad eh 
(Switzerland) are available too. 

A non-profit organization. DaraL Al Funun 
facilitates the acquisition of these works by the 
public, without taking any commission for the 
works sold. After the Summer Festival "97, a 
new collection by contemporary Arab artists will 
opened ar the Darat in October, announced Mr 
Sharif. ■ 
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“For crying out loud! Look at this place!.. .Well, this 
is one little Satanic ritual that’s coming to an end!” 
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Le Teint Ricci Cosmetic 
Products are now in town 


simplifying its scientific content. What is actual¬ 
ly needed here, is a new generation of highly 
trained environmental media people. 

Thus, the idea of establishing the Mediterrane¬ 
an Ecological Media Network was bom. As the 
countries around the Mediterranean are remarka¬ 
ble For being geographically interrelated, the en¬ 
vironmental problems are similar. Therefore, 
preventing environmental degradation in the 
Mediterranean can only be achieved in the long 
term by the efforts of governmental and non¬ 
governmental institutions and the help of the re¬ 
gional and the international media. 

The Network idea came up in 1995. during 
the meeting held in Geneva for the environmen¬ 
tal media people of the Mediterranean basin 
countries under the supervision and support of 
the Environmental Technical Aid Programme 
for the Mediterranean Basin. 

It included Jordan. Tunisia. Algeria. Palestine. 

_ Lebanon. Egypt and Morocco. The 

contributors for the Programme 
\ are the International Bank. United 
Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP), the European Union and 
the European Investment Bank. 

This country, through the Jor¬ 
dan Environment Society was 
chosen as headquarters of the Net¬ 
work. 

In order to take up the work 
and the activities of the Network, 
a founding members meeting will 
be held in Amman on 27 June to 
discuss launching the by-laws, the 
future plan and elect the Network 
Board (NB). This is followed by 
a training workshop for the envi¬ 
ronmental media people during 28 
June, during which participants 
will be informed about the many 
international and regional envi¬ 
ronmental issues, and the about 
the role of the media in this mat¬ 
ter. as well as the environmental 
media projects. Other countries 
participating in the meeting are 
from Syria. Turkey. Slovenia. 
Croatia. Cyprus. Albania. 

Some of the Network objec¬ 
tives are to emphasize communi¬ 
cations among the media in the re¬ 
gion, to improve the 
environmental awareness of the 
reporters and technicians, to train 
media people on environ me oral 
administration and finally to de- 
. Proud crease the destructive effect on 
just cel- the Mediterranean by increasing 

e Nizar. the members capacity for execut¬ 

ing different environmental activi¬ 
ties. ■ 


AT ONE of the Abu Shakra’s 
showrooms on Garden Street. 
Le Teint Ricci cosmetic prod¬ 
uct from Nina Ricci was intro¬ 
duced to the Jordanian market. 
The product was introduced by 
the manger of the Abu Shakra 
Trading Agency Rami Abu 
Shakra. 

In a press statement, Nina 
Ricci's Regional Director Pat¬ 
rick Bouchard said ever since 
its foundation in 1932. Nina 
Ricci has been devoted to the 
beauty in women, beauty that 
presents a complete picture. 

Therefore, it was only natu¬ 
ral that Nina Ricci should 
create a beauty line: “Le Teint 
Ricci." Speaking about the fea¬ 
tures of Le Teint Ricci cosmet¬ 
ics. Mr Bouchard said Nina 
Ricci has created a musical 
score of colour harmonies for 
every women to design her 
own individual style of beauty 
and the freedom to create her 
own most attractive look. 

Attentive to women's needs 
and determined to satisfy them. 
Le Teint Ricci products have 
been rigorously tested to ensure 
maximum safety in application. 




CROSSWG 


Up until that moment, Raymond had been a rather shy 

employee with a nervous twitch. Up until that moment 
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The products containing Catal¬ 
yse ur De Bcautc. naturally 
treat and protect the skin, by 
helping the complexion 
recover its full radiance 
through a smoother skin tex¬ 
ture. optimum light reflection 
and long lasting self protection. 

Le Teint Ricci is a three-step 
approach include a cleansing 
gel and milk, a cleansing bar 
and a beauty mask guiding a 
woman through her daily 


beauty care ritual in sensuously 
attractive shapes and colour, in 
order to achieve her loveliest 
complexion. 

Le Teint Ricci has the same 
smell of Nina Ricci perfumes 
and same baking. 

Mr Bouchard said Le Teint 
Ricci introduced in 1992 in 
Europe then in Saudi Arabia 
and other Gulf states, followed 
by Lebanon and now in Jordan. 


Committee: a group of 
the unfit appointed by 
the unwilling to do the 
unnecessary. 


r->r; leC n . } 


O 1997, Tribute Mafia Soviets 


“-ft 

cl 


” 3 r*> 




A G £ N D 




The Penguin! 


A bird which tries to fly but never more 
it adores its two opposite colours 


ft walks braggingly along the shore. 
Throbbing gravels, ditching Sand, Emperor! 


Is air to be pumped as hopes in mind 
AU gates ’re closed to no escape to find 
Because such life of not many options 
is not ours, its the life of mankind 
Its hard to live and kill and be such kind 


Stretching its wings and also its tail 
Up and down’jumps, runs and tries to fly 
In vain his efforts outcome and in fail! 

Is it hard always to sell and to buy 
Getting to failure and tracking the trad! 


To left and right he looks,... breathes despair 
“It’s a hard, hard Itfe, he said to himself 
“How to fly and to go to everywhere?” 

To mount unknown and backs of the air? 
Doors of life are narrow to get through. 

Is it enough to ‘bey win of feelings! 

To ride on danger, trespassing the bow. 

The answer was his, “No, its hard to know" 
Dreams to fly through, in air and up. 

The blue skies, he runs and has to jump 
His beats of . wind’re short as his short wings 
And says 1 TU work as such work of pump ” 


It calls on God, appeals the penguin 
It dreams to fly as man once's done 
To fly and see the seas of the world 
To stable wings and wander horizon 
To left and right it looks, exhales the pain 
Enjoy then resonance of echo from 
The flute of sea in every eve an morn 


It looks around and sees heap of rocks 
It cads its corpse by mouth and feet it knocks 
“Awake.. HL. Rock / callyo ’ many times. 
Remove the silent death iff your eye-lids. 
Vibrate somehow not as much as peacocks! 

I try to run after man; read his books. 

Seconds are breaths of Ufe and wings of 
clocks? 

Fawzi Shalabi 
Wadi Seer college 


Exhibitions 

B “The Contemporary 
Arab Artists Exhibition” 
showing the works of more 
than 60 artists from the Arab 
world, continues at Darat al 
FUnun till 24 July. 

■ Artworks by nine contem¬ 
porary Iraqi artists, entitled 
“Ecology & Environment in 
the Iraqi Art”, at the Royal 
Soaety of Fine Arts, runs till 
12 July. 

■ Spring Exhibition of 
Fteshc Art ‘97 at Greater 
Amman Municipality runs till 
30 June. 

exhibition 
entitled One of a Kind” 
aHitinues at the American 

Centre till 30 June. 

■ Photo exhibition of Hong 
Kong sponsored by the ChL 
nese Embassy, at the Royal 
Cultural Center, runs (ill [9 




•Nosi guerres imprudemes. 


Thursday 26 June al 6:30 
MU itaiz une fois Beyrouth* t 
Thursday 26 June ai 8i30p£t^ 

■ A trovers elles. Ombres, ' 

Friday 27 June at 7:30 pii“ 
MHaSfa, Friday 27 June 'aC 
8:30 pm. ?;-V 

^Reflexions dans le 
Lessive 10.452. Mashi, San%. 
day 28 June at 7:30 pitL. 

MLa nuii, Saturday 287uneifcf 
8:30 pm. ' 

UBdtir sur des vogues, $ 'fe. 
peule un jour. Sunday" 29 “ 
June al 7:30 pm. . ; 

MBye-bye Sunday 29 Jur»j*L 
8:30 pm. " -.jiff 

MLa lettre de Nabd , 
sures de la distance, Monday^ 
30 June at 7:30 pm.. 

UEssaida, Monday. 
at 8:30 pm. 

B Entre nous dfjrt. ijfeft. 
rouih. Rencontre, Tuesd^y^ - 
July at 6:30 pm. .: 

■ Machaho. Tuesday 

at 8:30 pm. . . \ 

All films will be 

The Royal Cutter Center /' ' 
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^•^.ySATURDAY 

? y-'r^iW^Hoiy Koran 

r - - - 3 ^ 5 —French Programs 

^;^/fcOt-GiUette World Sport 

'-V'.SpiSid 

■v ’ 14 JO—Innovation 

: vg"-^s?ot-xar ■ 

-' JOstfS^-rBliie Heelers 

6cd0—rFrendh Prog rams 

^^XTiOiMFrench News 
,lp' 7 \ 7 J 0 —^Ne ws Headlines 
[ 7,7 J5—Hangin’ with Mr 
-TtSwiper 

:&flO^Magaaane Zero One 
j^aaiMWsni 
H - 7 9 : 10 —Time Trax 

Football Match 
Feature FUm: She 
K". LedTwo Lives 

'-SUNDAY 

7.-'' 3:30—-Holy Koran 
^ • ( 3i55--French Programs 
4:05—America’s Funniest 
People . 

TdJfc^-Energy Express 
$}. S’JS —American Chart 
p-^Sbow 

vV; -. 6 : 10 —French Programs 
T" ^ 7:00—News in French 
$? 7:30—News He adlin es 
1 7 J5—Fresh Prince of Bel 

L:" .Air ' 

jKS :8t00—Cinema, Cinema 
pr.,1fc30—‘The Churchills 
£^>J0—Renegade 
ft^-ilfhOO—News at Ten 
0 I0JO—One West Waikiki 
*£-.‘11:15—Sisters 
t 8 - .,11:15—Footbai Match (Final 
ji’- .America Cap) 

• MONDAY 

£30—Holy Koran 


American Chart Show, Sunday at 5:15 pm 

3:40—Spirou 6:10—Fren 

4:05—Neighbors 7 : 00 —Fren 

4:30—In the Wild 7 JO—New; 

5:00—TOt 7:35—Coa< 

5 JO—Blue Heelers 8:00—Tilt 

6:10—French Programs 8 JO—Ena 

7:00—French News 9:10—Na tu 

7:30—News Headlines (Doc.) 

7:35—Murphy Brown 10.-00—Net 

8:00—Discover Magazine 10:30—Coi 
(Doc.) 11:15—Ten 

8 JO—Murder She Wrote 
9:10—Highlander WEI 

10:00—News at Ten 3:30—Holy 

10:30—The Write Verdict 3:35—Footl 

11:15—Homicide 5:30—Bard 


TUESDAY 

3:30—Holy Koran 
3:35—Football Match 
5:00—Square One 
5:10—The Album Show 


6:10—French Programs 
7:00—French News 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7:35—Coach (Comedy) 
8 : 00 —Tilt 
8J0—Encounter 
9:10—Nature or Things 
(Doc.) 

10.-00—News at Ten 
10:30—Comedy 
11:15—Tennis Summary 

WEDNESDAY 

3:30—Holy Koran 
3:35—Football Match 
5:3©—B o rd e rt own 
6:00—French Programs 
7:00—French News 
7:30»—News Headlines 
7 J5—Grace Under Fire 
(Comedy) 

8:10—Soldier’s Diary 


Amman cinemas 


Philadelphia I (Tel: 634149): 

Fierce Creatures 
Philadelphia U (Tel: 634149): 

Gone With The Wind 
Plaza (Tel: 699238): 

Maximum Risk 
Concord I (Tel: 677420): 

Jerry Magure 
Concord U (Tel: 677420): 
Spacejam 


Wimbeldon 


FRIDAY 

3:00—Holy Koran 
3:05—Leo the Lion 
(Cartoon) 

3 JO—Wish Bone 

4:05—Neighbors 

4:30—-Winners Down Under 

5:15—Varieties 

5 JO—French FUm 

7:00—French News 

7:30—News Headlines 

7:35—Family Matters 

8:00—The Health Show 

8 JO—Hawkeye (Drama) 

9:10—500 Nations 

10:00—News at Ten 

10:30—Comedy 

11:00—Tennis From 

Wimbeldon 

PROGRAMMES 
EN FRANpAIS 

SAMEDI 

3:30—Dessins animes 
Arsene Lupin 
6:00—Stine policiere 
Sueurs froidcs 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

L’ccuf de Colomb 

DIMANCHE 

3:30—Dessins animes 
Arsene Lupin 
6:00—Magazine 

Pout pas rever 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15 —Magazine 
Ziva 

LUNDI 

3;30—Dessins animes 
Arsene Lupin 
6:00—Docmnentaire 


Highlight of the week at 
the Pleasure Dome 


• First First love, first kiss, first 
car... it’s all part of the BOOK OF 
LOVE 

Who wrote the book of love? Not Jack 
Twiller (Chris Young), whose hilari¬ 
ous efforts to impress the prettiest girl 
in the school lead to disaster. Whether 
throwing wild parties, imitating James 
dean, or “streaking " through the 
neighbourhood with his outrageous 
friends. Jack will do whatever it takes 
to win the illusive girl of his dreams. 
But in his obsession for the prom 
queen, he overlooks the one girl who 
really appreciates his unique charm. 
Boasting a classic rock-and-roll 
soundtrack and an irresistible young 
cast, BOOK OF LOVE is a comic 
chapter in the life of a hormone- 
stricken teen who suffers all the hilari¬ 
ous humiliations of adolescence, but 
finally finds that growing up isn’t all 
that bad! 



8:30—Challenges (Local talk 
show) 

9:10—Spencer for Hire 
(Drama) 

10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Land's End 
11:00—Tennis Summary 

THURSDAY 

3:30—Holy Koran 
3:35—Football Match 
5:00—French Programs 
7:00—French News 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Step by Step 
8:00—World Echo 
8 JO—The Oprah Winphrey 
(New Talk Show) 

9:10—Kung Fu 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30—Comedy 
11:00—Tennis From 


Pegase 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine scientifique 
Cinq sur cinq 

MARDI 

3:30—Dessins animus 
Arsfene Lupin 
6:00 —Serie 

Operation open 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Extra large 

MERCREDi 

3:40—Dessins animes 
Arsene Lupin 
6:00—Magazine 
Ushuaia 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Ziva 

JEUDI 

5:30—Divertissement 

Le monde est h vous 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Documental re 

Les jar dins reconquis 
12 : 00 —Taratata 

Invitee: Maurane 

VENDREDI 

3:15—Divertissement 


Programs are subject to change by JTV 


CROSSWORD PUZZLE 


0 



—IBIS WEEK’S— 

HOROSCOPE 


By Linda Black 

Weekly Tip: It’s a good time to 
sell things. Group fund-raisers should 
go very well, while the moon’s in 
Tanms- 

Aiies (March 21-Aprfl 19). If you 
do your shopping now, you’ll get a 
better deal. Have die fireworks at 
your place; you love that stuff. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20). You’re 
smart, but not too lucky — especially 
with an older intellectual. Don’t 
bother to argue. Money cotoes in, but 
goes out almost as fast 

Gemini (May 21-June 21). Study 
money an d increase your income. 
Finish the stuff on your lists. If 
you're smart, which you are, you can 
make some money. 

Cancer (June 22-July 22). Gather 
your team to make a big derision. If 
-money’s a problem, brainstorm in 
private. You and your confidant can 
come up with some good ideas. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). You’re 
lucky in love. Although you have 
obligations, you also have the sup¬ 
port of good friends. Somebody’s 
talking about you. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-SepL 22). Your 
boss will seem rather schizophrenic 
today. He or she wants you to do 
two thin gs at the same time. Finish 
up the assignment so you can party. 

Ubra (Sept. 23-Oct 23). You’re 
in an action phase. A lack of funds 
slows you down. You’d be off like a 
rocket, if you didn't have to go to 
wwk. 

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Study 
a foreign language with a native 
speaker and yon could wind up with 
a partner for life. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). A 
new idea may fall flat, so take care. 
The competition’s fierce. Just do 
your best and you'll be fine. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). If 
you have to choose between love and 
money, choose love. You can work 
harder and make more money. 

Aqoarins (Jan. 20 -Feb. 18). Go 
straight home; you’ll need the rest 
Amazingly enough, you should 
•y hprinfe- your big dates now. Try not 

to do anything too strenuous, though. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). Do 
the work so you can make a wise 
derision. Your house is in an uproar. 
You may have to go somewhere else 
to hear yourself think. 

If You're Having a Birthday This 

Week: Friends are the key to your 
success. One will cost you money, 
but others wiB help you make more, 
e &n. Ti2»nc MhS» Services 


Bridge 


Both vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 
* A Q 8 6 4 
<762 
OA 

*A9764 


WEST EAS 

4K1073 4 JS 

<?AQ5S tflO 

0109 OJf 

4K105 *Q- 

SOUTH 
495 

VKJ9874 

OKQ3 

482 


Beware of Prestidigitators 

By Omar Sharif and Tannah Hirsch 

Worth deals clubs and led another heart. East’s 
[ ' * failure to follow was a jolL West 

g a won die queen and exited with a dia¬ 

mond, taken in hand. Another high 
trump was taken with the ace. a club 
was led away from the king to East's 
B4 jack, and a diamond ruff settled mat- 

EAST ters in favor of the defense. Was 

4 J 2 everything 100 percent? 

C10 Fust, we do not think the North 

0 J876542 hand, which contains no imennediaie 
+ QJ 3 cards, was strong enough for a high 

reverse of three clubs. If North 
chooses to open one spade, the rebid 
d n i should be two spades. 

More damaging, though, was 
South's play. We. too, would have 


South's play. 


too. would have 


The bidding: 
North East 
14 Pass 
34 Pass 
4(7 Pass 


South 

2V 


Opening lead: Ten of 0 
Follow the bidding and play of this 
hand, then decide who, if anyone 
erred And if so, when? 

Against four hearts. West led the 
ten of diamonds, taken perforce in 
dummy. A heart was lea to the ten 
and jack, and West ducked smoothly. 
Impressed by the “successful" trump 
finesse, declarer crossed to the ace of 


Jumble 


Unscramble tbe$e fow words, ok 
letter lo each wpon, to form four 
ordinvy words. 



Now Map flw (Med leans to Ana 
the asprise answer, ns suggested by fte 
aim** cartoon. 


Print answer tans: A 


NOS DNISRI 

V — siqi araraaq aq uraj paxxocud pea iraq/ft uansuv 

Bcmvs vasnvN anonv anrib siansav 


tried to repeat the trump finesse by 
crossing to the ace of dubs. Once the 
position became known, though, 
declarer could have done much bet¬ 
ter. There were three sure losers — 
two trumps and a club. Ergo, the 
spade king had to be onside for the 
contract to succeed 
When in with the diamond at trick 
five, declarer should have taken the 
spade finesse. When that wins, the 
only danger is a diamond ruff. South 
should cash the ace of spades and 
lead another. When East shows out, 
declarer discards a club from hand, 
cutting the defenders’ link. Now 
there is no way for West to get a ruff 
and the game romps borne. 


Would You 
Believe... 


Of major U.S. cities. Las 
Vegas has the least average 

annual rainfall. 

• ■ • 

Christopher Wren designed 
52 churches for London after 
the Great fire of 1666. 

• ■ A 

Ella Fitzgerald's first mil¬ 
lion-selling record was “A 
Tiskel A Tasket" 

4 • • 

The first Winnie-tbe-Pooh 
book was published in 1926. 

• • • 

Transylvania exists, and 
not just in a “Dracula" 
movie. It’s actually a region 
of Romania. 

• • * 

Archaeologists rediscov¬ 
ered die ancient city of Troy 
in the 19th century. 

0 • • 

Sam Rayburn served longer 
than anyone rise as Speaker 
of the U.S. House — 17 
years. 

O B97. Tiftne Media Sovks 


Video Releases 


■ Bad Moon: Full moon, crescent moon, quarter 
moon, each is a Bad Moon for for Ted Harrison. By 
day, he’s photo journalist enjoying a stay with family 
in the pacific north west. By night, he trans figures 

■ into a horrific half human-a ware wolf. 

RCritters 2: (The Main Course) Their hair balls from 
outer space, are back for seconds. In no time, eggs are 
popping open everywhere-a field full of live stock be¬ 
comes a gigantic feeding ground, and local residents 
are disappearing by the mouth full. Can the bounty 
hunters from deep space wipe out the critters before 
an American town is erased from the map? 

■ Fly Away Home: Inspired by a true story', this film 
tells the story of an orphaned child who stumbles on 
orphaned goose eggs. Nurturing the baby geese does 
not mean she can teach them to fly, or does it? 

Find out in this terrific family fun. ’ 

■ Mermaids: the attractive Mrs. Flax (Cher) does not 
exactly lead a settled life. Whenever one of her ro¬ 
mances fails, she moves to another city. That hap¬ 
pened so far 18 times. Cher, her daughters Charlotte 
fWynona Ryder) and Kate (Christina Ricci) and 
Cher’s new romance (Bob Hoskins) put together a 
very enter training romantic comedy featuring the 
Choop Choop song. 

Courtesy: “The Pleasure Dome" 
Tel: 676558 - Fax: 5558087 


Kodak honors Jordanian 
distributors 


DUBAI— Allied Trade and Supply Company, on of the Kodak 
distributors in Jordan, was recently presented with several 
awards at a ceremony hosted by Kodak (Near east) Inc., in Du¬ 
bai. UAH. 

The awards ceremony, one of the major events on the four- 
day agenda of the Kodak Distributors' Conference, recognises 
qualitative and quantitative achievements of distributors. 
Awards are grouped into four categories: service Excellence. 
General manager’s Quality Improvement. Marketing Excellence 
and Sales Growth, which includes three areas - Club 10, distrib¬ 
utor of the Year and KNE’s most prestigious award - the •‘Gold¬ 
en Falcon”. 

“We are honoured to be presented these prestigious awards,” 
stated Mr Akram Shaheen. General Manager of Allied Trade 
and supply, “Kodak (Near East) has an excellent distributor 
support network that has been instrumental in our development, 
and has enabled us to continuously bring quality products to our 
customer.” 

Allied Trade and Supply was presented with a total of 4 
awards; 2 Club 10 awards in the Professional and Consumer Im¬ 
aging categories, the Marketing Excellence award in the Consu¬ 
mer Imaging category and the coveted Distributor of the Year 
award in the Consumer Imaging divisioa 

The theme for the conference was: ‘Take Pictures. Further”, 
highlighting the integration of both digital and analogue tech¬ 
nologies in all Kodak’s lines of business. 

Mr Andre Nahas. General manager of KNE said that “Ko¬ 
dak's success lies in the strong partnerships forged with our dis¬ 
tributors, who have always excelled and continually surpassed 
our most ambitious expectations, f am confident that together 
we will continue to accomplish the seemingly impossible”. 

The Kodak Distributor Conference is a major event on 
KNE’s annual calendar. The conference was attended by over 
100 delegates representing Kodak's Distributor organizations in 
the Middle East, as well as corporate business managers from 
Eastman Kodak worldwide. ■ 



Forty-one percent of people want to be told T 
love yon” more than once per day; 29 percent 
rarely or never say it 


0 1997, IVitmK Media Services 
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Retour de Vexcision dans les hopitaux egyptiens 


Supplement en fran§ais du Star 


9Les islamistes ont marqui un point en obtenanl que Vexcision soil de nouveau pratiquie 
lib re me nt en Egypte. Une decision du tribunal administralif du Caire qui annule le decret du 
ministre de la sanie, promulgui en juillet 1996. Ce dtcret interdisail justement. I 'excision 
-i [’ablation vers Vdge de dix am du clitoris el des petites Ikvres- par le corps medical. _ 

«Dieu soil loue. nous avons gagne et nous alions appliquer l’lslam*, s’est exclami le principal 
insUgateur du proc&s, cheikh Youssef Badri, entoure de femmes lanqant des youyous de victoire 
devant le tribunal. Avant le procts, il avail explique qu ’il souhadait evitcr auxjeunesfUles lerasoir 
du barbier car de loutefagon l'excision est pratiquee. Selon une etude gouvernementale rdcente, 
97% des EgypUennes (notre photoi, musulmanes comme chritiennes. sont eh effet excis&eset 
4,3% des operations sefont dans un hopital public contre 70,5% a la mmson ou chez des voisins et 
23,5% dans des cliniques privies. 

Prisentes au tribunal, des militantes femin isles ont annoncc qu ’eBes poursuivraient leur bate 
contre Vexcision. «L’exdsion n’a rien k faire avec la religion, c’est une tradition venue 
d'Afrique a travers le commerce*, a lemi a priciser Silham Abdel, medecin et membre de 
[’Organisation egyplienne pour la population et le ddveloppement, «en Egypte, efle est pratiquee 
par les mnsulmans comme par les Chretiens, en Ethiopie, par les juifs, alors que dans des pays 
musubmms comme l'lran et la Turquie, ce n’est pas pratiqa6 du tout*. 


SELON 



La participation au 
gouvemement de ('ex¬ 
premier ministre Abdel 
Karim Kabariti dtait en¬ 
core & 1’ordre du jour du 
mouvement islamiste, il 
y u fe peine quatre mois. 
Mais aujourd’hui tout est 
change et le boycott des 
prochaines elections leg¬ 
islatives esi desormais 
au centre des dibats. 

Les partis d'opposition, 
y compris les islamistes, 
avaient dejit parlfe de 
boycotter les Elections 
tout de suite apr&s la for¬ 
mation du nouveau gou- 
vemement d'Abdel 
Salam Majali. Mais ils 
avaient rapidement tour- 
n£ la page pour se lancer 
dans la preparation de la 
campagne. 

Sans se soucier des 
probifemes d'aJIiance 

auxquels les partis na- 
tionalistes et de gauche 
doivent faire face, le 
Front d’Action fslamique 
(FA1) a franchi alors un 
pas important vers la for¬ 
mation de sa liste filecto- 
rale. 

La piupart des sec¬ 
tions du FAI ont en effet 
tenu des reunions pour 
determiner le nombre dc 
sifeges qu'i Is vont briguer 
et designer (eurs Candi¬ 
da is. Au total, le FAI en 
pr&enterait entre 35 et 
40. 

Or, I'adoption par le 
gouvemement de la ioi 
proviso ire sur la presse 
el les publications et le 
traitement de faveur ac- 
cosdy par la television au 
conges du Parti 
National Constirutionnel 
pro-gouveme mental, 
sem blent accentuer le 
ma laise des cadres du 
mouvement isiarniste k 
I'dgard du pouvoir exe- 
cutif. Us voienl ainsi leur 
marge depression et 
d'action politique se r£- 
duire. 

Au cours de sa der¬ 
niere reunion, la direc¬ 
tion des Fr&res rausul- 
mans a la sefene de 
divergences. Une majori¬ 
ty a opte pour le boycott 
des elections. ce qui au- 
rait amene le secretaire 
general du FAI 5 pre¬ 
senter sa demission de 
I'organisation mfere. 

A present, le debat en- 
tre durs et moderns est 
rendu public. Les pre¬ 
miers insistent avec 
force sur la necessity de 
revoir leur participation 
aux dlections. les 
seconds en revanche ne 
voiem aucune raison de 
remeitre en cause la 
stratfegie electorate du 
mouvement islamiste. 

H est de route fa^on 
difficile d'imaginer que 
les islamistes aillent jus- 
qu'au boycott du scruiin. 
Pour trois raisons : pre- 
mi fere men t la participa¬ 
tion aux dlections se fait 
sous le nom du FAI qui a 
dfeja donnd le coup envoi 
de sa campagne ; en- 
suite. si boycott il y a, 
cela peut porter atteinte k 
I’unitd des Fr&res rrmsul- 
mans eux-meraes ; enfin 
ce ddbat est une forme 
de contestation frdquente 
& laquelle au fond le 
gouvemement est habi- 
tufe dans le domaine des 
libertds publiques. Cela 
ne risque pus vraiment 
d'inquifeter le pouvoir en 
place. ■ 


Hussein Abu-Rumman 


Le Jourdain, 
ony revieiit. 
Tous les jeudis 
: dans le Star ? 

645 380 


Affaire Dakamseh 


Attention, proces a rebondissements 


Coups de theatre , revelations , suspensions d'audience, le proces du meurtrier des ly- 
ceennes israeliennes a commence depuis bientot un mois et il ne cesse de provoquer 
des remous dans Vopinion publique et la classe politique jordaniennes. 


II y a une scmainc, 
Taccuse a pretendu qu'il avail 
did torturd par ses ged tiers pen¬ 
dant sa ddtention. Une alldga- 
tion qui provoque une nouvelle 
suspension d’audience. L'avocat 
de la defense maltre Hussein 
Mjalli. a refusd par ailleurs de 
faire comparaltre son client 5 la 
bam? avant d'avoir pu examiner 
le rapport psychiatrique. 

Le caporal Ahmed Dakam¬ 
seh est cn effet accusd d'avoir 
tird ddtibdrdment sur un groupe 
de iyedennes isradliennes ve¬ 
nues en excursion le 13 mars 
dernier k Baqoura, un terriLoire 
jonJanien loue k I’Etat hfebreu 
pour 25 ans selon Ic traitd de 
paix israelo-jordanien. Sept 
d'entre elles ont ete tuees. 

Des le ddbut du proefes. la 
defense a ddnonee la legitimiid 
du Conseii Militaire (CM) pour 
juger ce soldaL Dans une lettre 
datfee du 20 mars, le roi lui- 
mfeme dcrivait que Dakamseh 
audit dO etre tue par les autres 
mili Lai res, presents au moment 
des fails. Une prise de position 
qui selon Hussein Mjaili met- 
tait en doute la neutrality du 
Consei) Militaire. Le roi est en 
effet le chef supreme deTarmde 
selon la constitution. Le prdst- 
dent du CM a interrompu 
l'avocat impertinent en lui de¬ 
mandant •d'entrer dans le vif 
du sujet». 

Le ifemoignage d'lsratHiens 
est le deuxifeme ev^nement 
marquant de ce proefes. L'un 


des avocats de Dakamseh. Ah¬ 
med Nijdawi, a prefferfe alors se 
retirer. Quant 5 Hussein Mjalli, 
president de I'Ordre des avo¬ 
cats. de tendance nationalists, il 
a aussi pro testy. avant 
d'accepter finalemenl de poser 
des questions aux Israfeliens. 
Une concession pour mieux 
contre-attaquer ensuite. Cer¬ 
tains temoins, en effet. n'ont 
pas pr§ty le serment habitucl 
pour des raisons reiigieuses 
tune premifere dans les tribu- 
naux jordaniensl. Un geste ex- 
pioiie par ia dfefense pour mini¬ 
miser la valeur juridique des 
ifemoignages. 


Plus de 100 avocats 

Une semaine plus t6t. le 
president du conseii militaire a 
dO faire sortir Dakamseh de la 
salle. Le caporal interrompait 
certains de ses colifegues verms 
temoigner en criant : «ce n'est 
pas vrai. mensonge /», 

Aprfes le passage k la barre 
de tous les temoins du parquet, 
il ressort que Dakamseh a agi 
avec premeditation et qu'il a un 
penchant sexuel anormai. 

Plusieurs points restent pour- 
tant k eclaircir: I'interrogatoire 
de i'accusfe s'est-il dferouiy en 
1'absence d'avocat comme I'a 
declare la famiilc de Dakamseh 
dans une mise au point publiee 
au dfebut du mois ? Le soldal a- 
t-il feife torture ? Souffre-t-il de 
troubles psychiatriques ? Lors 
des prochaines stances, les rfe- 



Le rapport sur Velat psychiatrique d'Ahmed Dakamseh sera sans doute l’un des tour- 
nants de son proces. 


ponses a ces questions seront 
dfecisives pour un proces que 
['opinion publique jordanienne 
suit avec grand inlferet. un 
proefes hors du commun. Un 
comitfe dc dfefense. composy de 
plus d'une centaine d'avocats 
de diffyrcnts pays arabes. s'est 
d’ores et d€jk constitue pour 
renforcer la dyfense du soldal. 


Dakamseh sortira-i-il de cette 
epreuve en hyros ou en simple 
criminel ? II est notoire que 
dans (opposition on cherchc it 
exploiter cette affaire a des fins 
puliiiques i) J'apprivhe des felcc- 
tions legislatives. L'impasse 
dans Ic processus dc paix. la 
momee des tensions en Cisjor- 
danic et le refus croissant chez 


les Jonlaniens de la normalisa¬ 
tion avec Israel sont des car- 
touches supplemental res qui 
peuvent permettre aux forces 
dc [’opposition de reprendre le 
proces Dakamseh a leur 
compte.B 


Suleiman Stveiss 


Decouverte 


La fete de la musique sur de bons rails 



Plus de 300 personnes sont montees dans le train du Hedjaz , la semaine derniere. Entre Amman et Mafraq, la vieille lo¬ 
comotive a vapeur a traverse les plateaux du nord aux sons des guitares. Une expedition joyeuse organisee par le centre 

cultureI frangais pour celebrer routes les musiques du monde. 


Trois sifflements 

et une fepaisse fumye noire 
s'felfeve dans le ciel bleu 
d'Amman. Le dfepart est immi¬ 
nent. Les demiers voyageurs 
pressfes sautent dans les 
wagons. Les trains ont tou- 
jours leur lot de retardataires. 

Une explosion de joie 
Id'anxietfe peut-fetre aussi) ac- 
cueille enfin les premiers 
crissement5 d'essieux. Dans un 
dernier tangage un peu brutal, 
le train du Hedjaz quitte lente- 
ment la gare de Mahatta. Di¬ 
rection Mafraq dans le nord- 
est du pays. Plonks 5 1'avant 
de la vieiile locomotive a va¬ 
peur, les drapeaux franqais et 
jordanien claquent dans le 
vent. Aprfes quelques kil¬ 
ometres seulement, les pre¬ 
mieres notes de musique font 
irruption dans les wagons. 


Rules, tam-tam ou harmoni¬ 
cas. comme prevu, beaucoup 
ont apporte leur instrument fa- 
vori. 

Deux Frangais sortent leur 
guitare et rythment les danses 
de leurs compagnons de 
voyage qui maigrfe la chaleur 
swinguent dans le couloir de 
circulation entre les ban¬ 
quettes de mofeskrne. Dehors, 
citadins. fermiers ou bergers 
saiuent de grands si goes de la 
main ce convoi incongru qui 
effraie les troupeaux de mou- 
tons. Le passage du train du 
Hedjaz est assez rare pour 
faire rfevenement dans les col- 
lines agricoles et les mines de 
phosphate d'Al-Rusaifa. 

Construit par les Turcs 
au dfebut du sifecle,'le train re- 
liait Damas h Mfedine en ] 908. 
Les deux villes etaient alors k 



trois jours de distance pour les 
musulmans. qui, sculs, pouvai- 
ent emprunter la ligne. Aupa 
ravant, les caravanes mettaient 
40 k 50 jours pour couvrir la 
mSme distance. La ligne n’a 
pas connu par la suite les deve- 
loppements esperfes. La Revo¬ 
lution -Jeune Turque® en 19 08 
a empeche la poursuite des tra- 
vaux vers la Mecque et pen¬ 
dant la premifere guerre mondi¬ 
ale, une partie du trace a fetfe 
endommagee par les troupes 
de Lawrence d'Arabie. qui sa- 
botaient ainsi une voie de com¬ 
munication prycieuse pour les 
Turcs. Avec les guerres israc- 
lo-arabes et la concurrence de 
la route et de I'avion, Fa ligne a 
peu ia peu yty abandonnee. Au- 
jourd'hui. seules des excur¬ 
sions touristiques a 1’instar de 
cette fBte de (a musique. pour- 
raient encore sauver le train du 
Hedjaz de I'oubli. 


Chacun pouvtdt apporter son instrument de musique. Ce 
sont les joueurs de guitare qui out surtoat animi le 
voyage des le dipart d’Anunan. 


Danse a Mafraq 

La semaine derniere. I'heure 
n'fetait pas a ces conjectures. 
Aprfes une premiere halte mu- 
sicale a Zerqa. les 300 voya¬ 
geurs debarquent le soir il la 
gare de Mafraq. ville ex-nihilo 
au milieu du desert. Sous l'ocil 
curieux des habitants ct les 
rayons d'un soleil couchant. la 
piste de danse improvisee en¬ 
tre de grands iauriers- roses et 
une tente bfedouine prend des 
couleurs de feu. Un groupe 
d'Espagnols donne la cadence 
en ciaquant des mains. Les ac¬ 
cords orientaux et flamboyants 
d'llham Al-Madfa’i a la guitare 
composent le reste de cette 
magie crfepusculaire. 

«C‘est vraimcnl une belle 
joumee», s'enthousiasme Ha- 
diil Al-Maaitah. en montam 
dans le train pour le chemin du 
retour. la casquctte enfonede 
jusqu'aux yeux. La jeune fille 
prenait le Hedjaz pour la pre¬ 
mifere fois. One experience 
unique qu'elle a portagee avec 
une bande d'amis. Ensemble, 
ils se sont charges de mettre 
fambiance dans ie wagon qui 
les ramcnah a Amman. Pen¬ 
dant plus dc deux heures. ils 
ont passe en revue le repertoire 
folktorique arabe. M. et Mme 
Gilbert, deux Frangais k la re- 
traite venus'passer un mois en 
Jordanie, n'ont pas donne leur 
part au chien. ’adore la mu- 
sique arabe*, precise Daniel 
Gilbert, «ei cette balade a etc 



Le film 
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Les sorties du train du 
Hedjaz sont rares. C'est 
done un evenement, 
quoad il arrive a Mafraq, 
surtout pour les enfants. 


5 ? /fait 


fries. 


Le film 




Simone Veil: paix doit venir des leaders poliiidi^s^ ^ ^ ^ 

L'ancien ministre firanfais des affaires sociales, de la sante et de ld nBjL n’a- ** 


pour moi cxccptionncllc mais 
je prefere m'arrSlcr la de pear 
d’etre trop dithyrambique ». 
Pourtant k peine remis d'un in- 
farcius. !e vieil homme gail- 
lard saisit son harmonica pour 
rfepondre a I'invitation dan- 
some de Hadiii et de ses amis. 

La locomotive pousse en¬ 
core des sifflements i chaque 
passage a niveau cn vue. Mais 
ce n'est plus clle qui tire les 
rfenes. A Mafraq. la vieille ma¬ 
chine. epuisfee par un irajet 
aller menfe tambour-battant. 
n'a pu etre remise en fetal pour 
le retour. Ravalfee au rang de 
wagon, elle a fetfe remplacfec k 
la fete de I'orchestre par une 
locomotive au moteur diesel. 

Vers 23 heures, le convoi 
arrive enfin en gare d'Amman. 
Terminus, tout le monde 
descend. Les drapeaux. souil- 
Ifes de charbon. sont dfecro- 
chfes. Lc vieux train du Hedjaz 
se rcirouve scul sous la pleine 
lune. ses wagons rfesonnenl en¬ 
core des bruits de la fete. ■ 


pas pris le train du Hedjaz, mais robe bleu nuit et teint hale. Sinuate VeU &iiit 
bien & la.gare de Mafraq, ou eUe a rnsiste au concert dansant Sur wi aif de 
musique orientdle, eUe a ainsi acheve son sdjour en Jordanie, peftdjih^Umud 
elle a particip€, aax cStes de l'ancien premier ministre isra^n ShtmtinjPerbs* 

Q Hfl >Iar W/rlS'/lHP /Inior W/ihp /« AanM/nP>/i_ J- : 





Le Jourdain.r Dans ce coCtoqoe, voes avez 
parife de • Fa" cooperation reg^onale poor la 
pahx et la sfeesuite eb voris^ appoyant sag le 
pari gagne .de la comxmmauty enropeenne ? 
Comment selon vons .peat-m expb'qner 
cette rdussfte? 

Simone Veil: Cet exemple .de. pragmarisme 
a vu le jour grdee aax effort& ffua. honKne, 
Jean MoitneL et fegalerhem grSce fe la yolomy 
trfes forte de reconciliation de' peupfes qui 


" J -J,. “ s.■!_ 






Le Jourdain 


Simone Veil a Mafraq, aux cates-de 
Vambassadeurde France en Jordanie j 
Bernard Biqotet 


fetaient ennemis depuis des. sifedes.; It y a ipo- : > 
jours eu en Europe tme rfedle-volontfe de J 
logue, de compromis pour tiavaUter ensemble- 
. .LJ- - Le roodfele europeen est-il applica-' : 

We an Moyen-Orient ? '' ~X? 

S. V. : Aprfes 40 ans de fonctfoimemehL*' 
rEutope coramunautaire ea uh . mbdSfc:* 

(fintfegration politique beaucoup iron. pa&Sd* 
pour 6tre re pris dans l'immydiat ; aa' Mdyieb- 1 C 
' ^ 1,6 P 35 °ubfier que les cbos^-ser,' 

sont faites progress!Yemeni avec au dSpartyub- ‘ 
marcU commun qui a derrarre modeken^r% ‘: 

D autre part, si les opinions publiques owisibw^" 
tenu les initiatives des gbuvememenrs, deSten' ’ 
raison d'un vferitable jenga^ment des felitBS 
des leaders politiques.' ; 

k'engageHMatf pour ia at&x dHm 

que le roi Hussein peuf-liser- ; 

S.V. : Bien sOr. il est importani^surfer-fcf. ' 
pames en presence dans lean recherche (fc 'hL 
pauc. Mats le roi Hussein rests raajgrfeT ihut ex^'. 
tfeneur it la situation- La volontfe cfabOutir^ii. ' 
paix doit venir d'abord des l«ader^erdra : |^ : " 
pics dfrectemem concemfes oar les ri^ocjar'- . 

.ion, en couniJi ■ ■^ £' : C 

■x 


%?!}y<Ueur. 
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F^kafa,,. 
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Propos recodlibpar Yamick 
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Cinima 


! Un festival franco-arabe toujours sans Jordaniens 

' , r Ouverture aujourd’hui du Seme festival de cinema franco-arabe. A la lecture du programme, on s ’apergoit que les cou- 
^ leurs jordaniennes ne sont pas representees. Et pour cause r te cinema n ’a jamais vraiment ete favorise 

dans le royaume hachemite. Retour sur plus de 70 ans d*art et surtout d 9 essais. 



En1923, une mmcuT se 
vffepand dans tout Amman. In- 
jcrfidules, les habitants 
' '^’s’uflerrogent sur la rfialitfi d’un 
,vtel phfinarafene. Us parlent de 

* rchoses qtri boiigent, d'icres 
: /qui se diplacent d'une fagon 
** bizarre et comique, sans que 
-^persorwe ne les pousse*. Les 

premiferes projections anfima- 
: ' tographiques ali men tent les 
commentaires les plus aburis. 

. ' Au dfibut, les stances se dfi- 
■ roulaient sur les toils des mai- 
sons ou dans certaines ca¬ 
sernes de i’arm fie anglais e - 
..Jjencore prfisente. 

-V Dans les annfies 50 ont lieu 
; 'les pre mi feres tentatives de 
.. 'rfialisation d'un film ou au 

* moios d’un documentaire. 
.Routes fichouent en raison de 


moyens matfirieLs insuffisants. 
0 faut attend re 1964 pour voir 
se terminer le premier long 
mfitrage jordanien. Mais Mon 
pays, man amour n'est jamais 
sorti des cartons. Seu Is 
quelques extraits d'une qnaiitfi 
d'ailleurs trfes mfidiocre ont pu 
fitres projetfis. De plus gros 
moyens sont mis sur Tempite 
sur P£tra rfialisfi en 1965. Le 
film est en cou leurs avec un 
casting international : des ac- 
teurs jordaniens venus du 
tbfidtxe, des Anglais et raeme 
une Frangaise, Christine Bour- 
gine (les cinfiphiles s'en sou- 
viennent-ils 7). Ce film poli- 
cier. produit par AJ-Taher a 
malbeureusement fitfi tnterdit 
par la censure parce qu'il por- 
tait atteinte 4 dieu. 


Le meridian! subit le mfime 
sort en 1972. Seul le serpent 
en 1970 parvient 4 fichapper 
aux ciseaux de la censure. 
Avec ce film, la Jordanie est 
reprfisentfie au premier festival 
du cinfima de Damas. 

Dans les annfies 60-70, le 
rythme des rfiaiisations 
s'accfilfere. De nombreux films 
Grangers sont toumfis en Jor- 
danie : le fameux Lauwrence 
d'Arabie, D'ici et de Id de 
Jean-Luc Godard et meme un 
♦James Bond*. Au contact des 
rfialisaleurs occidentaux qui 
utflisent pouT leurs films des 
acteurs du pays, les Jordaniens 
se sen tent da vantage attires 
par le cinfima. (is produisent 
notamment des dizaines de 
films figyptiens qui connais- 


sent un succfes fou auprfes du 
public arabe. Bn fait, ceux qui 
4 l'fipoque croient encore 4 un 
cinfima «made in Jordanie* 
choisissent de travailler avec 
1'fitranger : I'Egypte bieri sOr 
mais surtout lltalie et la Tur- 
quie. 

La telfi plus rentabla 

En 1977, Tawfik Essald 
rfialise et produit son premier 
film en Itatie avec des acteurs 
italieos et jordaniens et un li¬ 
tre curieux : Trots a 
Tintfrieur... dix a VextMeur ! 
Ghazi Hawasha travaillfi de la 
mfeme fagon avec les Turcs 
pour son film Un aigle 
d'Orienl. Celui-ci est un 
succfes commercial. Gbazi 
Ha wash enchalne avec deux 



antres longs refitrages et se 
"retrouve rficompebsfi dans plu- 
sieurs festivals. La qnaiitfi du 
cinfima jordanien'est beaucoup 
plus souteffne qu’avant mais 
les Dsntedves’ de dffier dans le 
royaume link vfiritable indus- 
trie cinfimatoj^aphiqne restent 
maigres. '* 

Pour les 'f&fiiS&urs Adrian 
Mdauat et Hayel Ajloimi et le 
critique Najeh Hassan, les rai¬ 
sons de rfiehec du cinfima jor- 
damen sont toujours les 
m femes. Les prpducteuis du 
royaome refuseot de financer 
• des prqjets Iocaux et investis- 
sent plutfit dans le cinfima 
figyptien, phis ratable 4 'court 
terme. 11 s mettent aussi leur 
argent dans les sfiries tfiifivi- 
sfies jordaniennes qui cop- 
naissent un succfes finonne 
auprfes - des tfilespectateurs 
arabes. S’ajoute 4 cela le 
manque d'tnfrastnictures -une 
trentaine de salles sculement- 
dans torn le pays- et 
d’fiquipenvents. Veair 4 bout 
d un long mfitrage n’est pas 
une mince affaire. 

CeTa exige d’importances 
res sources financi feres. 

qu’investissenrs privfis et 
publics, poor Rnstant, ne sont 
pas prfits fe fburnir. Selon 
Pierre Due, chef de la mission 
aurtiovisuelle frangaiseen Jor- 
danie, la cooperation- de la 
France a permis de faire 
ficlore on cinfima local dans de 
nombreux pays du Maghreb 
et du Moyen-Orient (Turrisie, 
Lib an, Egypte, Iran-.). Q ne 
dfisespfere pas d’aniver aux 
mfimes rfisultats en Jordanie 
mais il remar que aossitSt que 
ciodma-i 

tographiquerdemande . un Tra¬ 
vail de longue hqteine». ■ * 

Ahmad N'Sour 

Ub hommede Jordanie, 
unfilm deGkazi Jffawash 
riaBse en collaboration 
avec les Turcs dans les an - 
n£es 70 et Tune des rares 
tentatives pour l’em e rge n ce 
d’un cindma jordanien. 
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awie par dessus tout 
ssia&qu^dtyn’a jamais pu 


.^ttt'&tfeessaic jwis. 

•: taires pour riontrw t 


Je prfiftre Us documert- 
ss rfialitfisquotitGennes. 


^pmsev.-qfS^jj 




^ tahfes pemr montrer tes rfialitfis quotidiennes- 

B .“ -.Err' Jordapfo, - I’industrie audio vis iielle oe 
, -'vent pas raconter la vie des Jordaniens. Les 
* dbcameattaareS qai soot farts', id sont destinfis 
d^:Golfe qui aiment voir surtout le 
v-’V " ‘ : :.gioriwx- 

, ArsAes. Je Vm fait pen- 
dant on - 'certain : temps. 
-mais maheenaat je veux 
WL r. ■-.filiner. la vrale vie des 
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*? M -doora 


I LJ. : Est-ce en cela 

- qnefa Palestine etdifK- 

reate ? 

■- A..EI-Hassan i Les Pa- 
\ lestiniena . sont finands 
cfhistoires vrafes. Face 
• aux.fcafiliens qui racon- 
tent Jeur histoire d’une 
’ certaine manifere. its ont 
envie- de faire connaitre 
au monde leur vie, de leur 
point: de vue. Et puis le 
drame' palesp'oien intfi- 
■ resse toujours 1 ’occident 
- qui veut en savoir plus sur 
' rexjstence du «pauvre* 

. palesDpien. ‘ En ce mo-, 
(pent je travaille jusxe- 
tnent. sur un. docuroen- 
dure, intitulfi - images 
oublides sur la diaspora 
patestuiiehne, son passfiei 
son futur. 

LJ. a. Que Eanx-U sa- 
' voir . faire selon voos 
pour rfinsdr on bon doc- 
nmentaire ? - 
A: El-Hassan.: Le n£a - 1 
lisateur doit fine capable 
cffitflbKr une veritable re¬ 
lation avec son sujeL Plus 
cette relation est sihefere, 
pluslepersonnagefilrofi.- 
‘commumque. des fimo- 
nrttmt dss docu^J; tions. Cest distant plus difficile qu'id il ne 
spto'aiisfie dans- s’agit pasd'une fiction. R 
-emirpyg.rQimfff 

demtt di>aitque . . - ' . Propos recuelllis par 

letocs: Mais eda - Samaa Abon-Sfaarar 




Haifa 
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• Il fitait one fois Beyrouth 
Liban-France (1995) 
Couleur 35 mm, 105 ran 
lUalisation: Jocelyne Saab 
Interprferes: 

Myma Makartm, Micbfelc 
. Tyan. Pierre Chamassian 


films oO I’on 
s’amuse h revoir 
Luis Mariano, 
Charles de 


Niven, ou encore 


en Lawrence 
d’Arabie. 


Machaho 


‘JLe reaUsateur : Nfi en 1950 en Algfirie. Belkacem Hadjadj est dipldmfi de i’lnsas de Bruxelles. Il 
rfialise en 1982 son premier court mfitrage. La gouae. qui restera censurfi jusqu’en 1990. Dans les an- 
k nfies 80, il a rfialisfi de nombreux films pour la tfilfivision algfirienne. Machaho fitant son premier long 
mfi&age de fiction et le premier film algfirien en langue berbfere. 

Le film 

• Un paysan kabyle. Arezici, recudUe un jeune homme mour- 
-adt, Lsrbi. et le ramfeoe fe la vie. Larbi noue une liaison avec 
,-la fifle du paysan et disparalL Aiezki dficouvre que sa jeune 
rfille est enceinte, jure de'venger son honneur et part fe la re- 

cherche du jane Stranger._ 

-Larbi revient et prend en • Machaho (11 fitait une 
-etatagfi Ja famine en attendant fois). 
le retour du pfere. Las de ne pas Algfirie-France (1995) 
rt*roovfcr Larbi. Arezki revient Couleur, 35 mm, 90 ran 
vers son village. N’ayant pas Rfialisation et sefinario: 

•Tcnu son serment, il se cache Belkacem Hadjadj 
ptte dp sa maison jusqu'au interprttes: Meriem Babfts. 

►jouc.ofitti ce reoouve face fe Hadjira Oul Bacbir et Bel- 
«,tW Larbi. ^ kacem Hadjadj 
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Courts metrages 

tunisien, Karim Dridi a passfi son - T - y. . 

vre une passion pour le cinfima de • ; / Frcdons r " v? ' 

lone mfelrase. Piealle. une ■ - * 


long mfitrage, Pigalle, une 
au festival de Cannes, dans 



• Halifa 

Pales tine-Pays-Bas-France 
*' (1995) 

Couleur 35 mm, 75 min¬ 
utes 

Rfialisation et sofinorio: 

. 7 Rashid Masharawi 
Inteiprfeies: Mohamed 
m Bakri. Hiyam Abbas, Fadi 
, al-Ghoul et Khaled A wad 

'■ D etait une fois Beyrouth : ^ ■ 

• .Xe realisateur .* Jocelyne Saab est nfie en 1948 au Liban. Aprfes des duties d'ficonomie fe Paris. 
?U. >lfc produit et rfialise pour diverses tfilfivisions des documentaires (courts et de longs tnfitrages) dont 
Le Lib an da ns la tourmente (1975), Beyrouth, ma viUe (1982). L'adolescente sacre d'amour (1986), 
. |*on premier long mfitrage de fiction, relate la rencontre entre une adolescente nourrie depths son en- 
de films ^yptiens et un peintre dans Beyrouth meurtri par la guerre. . 

Le film 

Deux jeunes filles persuadent un vieil homme de 
leur montrer des archives cinfimatographiques. Et 
soudain Beyrouth se met fe revivre fe grands coups 

d’extraits .de 


Tunisie-France (1995) 
Couleur, 35 mm. 102 mn 
Rfialisation: Karim Dridi 
Interprfetes: Sami Bouajila, 
Nozha Kouadra, Philippe 
Ambrosini et Ouassini 
Embanek. 


sortir et de sauver son petit 
frfere. 


_ Lanuit 

Le reaUsateur : Mohamed Malas est nfi en '1945 4 QuuaTtra. Aprfes avoir achevfi des fitndes 
de cinfima 4 Moscou, il rfialise de nombreux courts et kings mfitrsges, Les rives de la viUe (1984), Le 
rive (J987). La huit a notamment . obtenu . le «Tanit (Too au festival 
de Carthage de 1992. .... 


Lefihn 

Dans Quneitra en ruines, se trouve la combe d’un homme qui fat 
un jour Tun des combattants pour la Palestine. SonTDs^auteur do 
film, tente de reconstituer rhistoire • ‘ ■ 

de cet homme. □ cherche ainsi 4 ; m ' 
exorciser un sentiment de home et WLa mnt ^ 
d’humiliation qui colie 4 T image de S yne-Fr a^?._. . . I 

son pfere commc 4 celie de sa ville ij-nfin, . 

occupfie en 1967 par les Israfiliens ' . 

Par cette reconstitution de la vie et Rfealisanon: Mohammed 
de la mort de son pfere, 1 ’ auteur trace 
les contours d'une rofimoire tour- mter^tes:SaOThJa- 
raentfie par des questions brfllantes AJ _ H * lo 4t . 

auxquelles les rfiponses sont tou- MaIas > Rafiq Sbaj 

jours amferes. - 



' ■' ^ ”'-. r •* 


Le riaUsateur : Mohamed Zrairest nfi eti*nafisfeiarf959 4-Zarris. D Andie le cinfima 4 Paris et 
en 1987.il rfialise son premier court mfitrage.'!] a rfia&sfi entre anferes Le casseur de pierres (1989) et 
YaNabU0993). - c .* 


Le film 


Tunis; la rencontre basardeuse entre 


Nldhal. jeune rebelle et Amine, artiste 
peintre. Amine suit Nidhal dans son 
quartier, Essaida. Une concentration 
de population issue de l’exode rural, 
installfie aux abords de Tunis en qofite 
de rfeve et de travaiL Amine, guidfi 
par Nidhal, dficouvre cet uni vers em- 
pnmt de la violence d’une jeunesse 
dfiracinfie. NidhaL maltraitfi par son 
pfere alcoolique parce qu’il ne Ita rap- 
porte pas d’argent. sombre dans la de- 
linquance. 

• Essaida 

Tunisie-France (1996) 

Couleur 35mm, 100 mn 
Realisation: Mohamed Zran 
Intfirprfetes : Hicbem Rostom, - 
Chedli Bouzayen. Myriam 
Amarouche, Abdallah Mimoun.. 
Tayeb Oueslffli, Fawzia Badr. 'TT 
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A travers ejles 

LJban-France (1995yRfialisation: Rouh Ragbeb 
Trois femmes sont rtumes dans un huis dor la fille, la mfere et la 
grand-mfere hfinriplfigique. L'annonce du dfipart pour Paris de la 
fille dfistabilise la mfere. Efle cherche 4 la retenir 4 tout prix. 

La lettre de Nabil 

Liban-France (I995)/RfiaIisation: Sheila Barakat 
Cest la guerre au Liban. Aya vit avec sa familfe 4 Jouniefa dans 
l’angoisse et le stress. Un jour, elle regoit i’appel d'un homme, 
M. Nader, qui lui appwte une lettre de Nabil, I’homme quelle 
aime. Une matinfie de trfeve, elle part enfin chodw sa lethe er ren¬ 
contre en cet homme une soite de «fou de la paix» qui la subjugue. 

Mashi 

Liban-France (1995VRfiaEsation: Menem Richa j 

Une ptotD du bonheur passfi permec 4 un jeune homme d'fichapper : 
4 la soGtude. Mais Je pfisent revient 41'assauL 

Ombres 

Liban-France (l995)/Rfialisation: Michel Kammoun 
Un homme en pouisuit un autre dans Beyrouth en nune.- 

Reflexions dans fe temps 

Uban-fias-Unis (1989VRfiaIisation: Bda Khanamnian 
One jeune femme iibanaise en exil cbentiie la paix intfitieure. EUe 
constant «dcc» mais sa mfimoire 1 'assaflle et la ramfene constamment 
«I4-bas». 

Lessrve 10.452 

Liban ( 1995)/RfiaIisation: Nadyne el-Khoury 
Beyrouth 1990. Rien ne va plus. Yousra ne peut plus laver son 
fajge. Joum ana est horrififie : son man vox jouer aux cartes avec 
ses voisins d’un milieu, social cfififirenL 

Rencontre 

Liban (1996yRfiafisat iori: E liane Rafaeb 
Dors personnages difiSrents offrent chacun leur vision de Bey- 
rornh. Le Beyrouth de raprfes-guerre, vflle de conuastes et de con¬ 
tradictions. 

■ Les mesuresde la distance 

Liban-Canada (1988)/Rfia[isatkxi: Mona Hatoura 
En gras plan, sous sa douche, la mfere de la dnfiaste. Sur l’ficran, 
unelrame d*ficriturearabecomme vsn voile sur ie ccaps. U s'amt des 
I^res ficrites par ta mfere 4 safiDe. 

BaUrsur des vagues 

Liban-France (1995yRfiaIfcatiofi: Maher AK Samra, JAfime 
Allamargot et Aldo Pancari 

Aprfes sx annfies de paix. le Liban se recanstruit. Mais de graves 
problferaes d'environneincot persistent et compCquent le quotidien. 

Nos guerres imprudentes 
Liban-France (1995)/R6alisatioQ; RandaChahal-Sabbag 
DepuLs 1976. Randa Chahal Sabbag filme la guerre du Liban en 
16 nun etsafaBmQBenvidfio.ee filing qui rassemble des images de 
Beyroath a des sens, est une fegotf. comme eQe le (fit eUe-mfeme. 
d&irvtrouverunelogiguedeladotdeun-. ■ 

Entre nous deux... Beyrouth 

Uban-Bdgique (1992). Realisation: Dimaai-Jouncfi 

Les narouvilfcs entre deux soeuxs, 4 Beyrouth, aptfes la guerre. 

L’ibx s’estexflfieetraatreatoiqaaisrefnsfide quitter le pays. 

■ Site peupleun jour... 

Liban-France (l992yRfiahsanon: Sylvia Tabet&Michfele Tyan sous 
la direction de Bortiane Alaouifi 
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Residents face confiscation 


of identity documents 


By Marjorie Miller 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM— 
Mustafa Diab, bom and raised 
in East Jerusalem, went to the 
Israeli Interior Ministry seek¬ 
ing residency papers for his 
Jordanian wife and nine chil¬ 
dren. But instead of granting 
permits, an official there seized 
the identity card that allows 
Diab to live in Jerusalem and 
gave the Palestinian truck driv¬ 
er IS days to leave the country. 

Two months later. Diab's 
11-year-old daughter died, 
and his request for a death 
certificate to bury her in the 
family plot in Jerusalem was 
denied. No longer a legal resi¬ 
dent. Diab had no rights in 
Jerusalem, the Israeli authori¬ 


ties told him. 

“I am destroyed," Diab said. 
“How can I describe it? They 
kicked me out of my homeland 
and I cannot do anything about 
it." 

Despite Prime Minister Ben¬ 
jamin Netanyahu's public vows 
to rectify the problem. Palestin¬ 
ian human rights activists assert 
that Israel is accelerating the 
confiscation of identity cards 
from Palestinian residents of 
Jerusalem, stripping them of 
the right to live in the disputed 
city. 

Palestinians charge the 
Israeli government is trying to 
reduce the Arab population of 
East Jerusalem in advance of 
negoU'ations over control of the 
holy city and other key issues. 


“They warn to change the 
balance between Jews and 
Arabs and say there are no Pal¬ 
estinians in Jerusalem." said 
human rights attorney Ahmed 
Rwaidy of the Arab Thought 
Forum in the Palestinian town 
of El-Ram. “This is ‘ethnic 
cleansing.' the same as in 
Bosnia." ‘ 

The Interior ministry 
responds that it is simply 
enforcing long-standing resi¬ 
dency requirements. Anyone 
who has lived in Israel without 
interruption may continue to do 
so with all entitlements, says 
ministry spokeswoman Tova 
Elinson. 

But. she adds, the law states 
that anyone who lives abroad 
for seven years, or who 


receives a permanent residency 
permit or passport from another 
country, has moved his or her 
“center of life" is no longer a 
resident of Israel. 

Most of the approximately 
160.000 Palestinian residents of 
East Jerusalem have refused to 
take Israeli citizenship. The 
Palestinians want East Jerusa¬ 
lem as the capital of an inde¬ 
pendent state. 

Palestinians are incensed that 
they arc treated as foreigners in 
the land where they were hom 
—in many cases before Israel 
captured East Jerusalem in the 
1967 Mideast War. They say 
successive Israeli governments 
have forced them to live out¬ 
side the city hy restricting 
housing construction in tradi- 


O’Connor cancels concert at joy 
of Israeli right-wing groups 


By Barton Gellman 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM—Irish pop 
star, provocative sort—a lapsed Catholic 
turned Buddhist, who once tore up a pic¬ 
ture of the pope on TV. well remembered 
here for a fistfight outside the Church of 
the Holy Sepulchre—schedules Jerusa¬ 
lem concert to urge Jews and Arabs to 
share their city nicely. 

Death threat follows. 

Anonymous caller announces that if 
Sinead O'Connor turns up. the concert is 
her last. Singer cancels, saying she “can¬ 
not put in danger the lives of my two 
children, my musicians and my techni¬ 
cians." Jerusalem's mayor expresses 
delighi at this rum of events. 

This holy city sometimes seems to 
revel in its pathologies, and O'Connor's 
aborted plan to sing here last Saturday 
has put several on display. 

The concert was supposed to be the 
-keynote event in a five-day festival 
tilled. “Sharing Jerusalem: Two Capitals 
for Two Slates." Thai annoyed some 
opponents of a Palestinian state or a Pal¬ 
estinian share of sovereignty in East 
Jerusalem, and it elicited a confession, of 
sons, on Israeli radio Monday afternoon. 
Itamar Ben Gvir. a fringe-of-the-fringe 
right-winger, phoned a call-in program to 
say that his Idea Front, successor to the 
banned Jewish nationalist Kach move¬ 
ment. had driven O'Connor away. 

"I don't deny that an activist from the 


O'Connor 


Idea Front threatened 
O’Connor." he said. “1 
can only say that it is to 
our credit Che fact that 
O’Connor is not coming 
to Israel. A singer that 
preaches and calls for 
dividing Jerusalem and 
propagates goyish (gen¬ 
tile) culture has no place 
in Israel.” 

Ben Gvir has certain 
credibility problems. He 
has a track record of 
fabricating violent esca¬ 
pades. saying, for exam¬ 
ple. that his men were 
responsible for a bomb 
blast that turned out to 
be a natural gas explosion. And yet 
almost everyone here took for granted 
that whoever made the death threat had 
the “Sharing Jerusalem" program as his 
target 

Jerusalem Link.- an alliance of Israeli 
and Palestinian feminists that sponsored 
the program, issued a statement express¬ 
ing “our deep sadness and our outrage at 
those individuals who have issued such 
threats in an aitempt to silence the voices 
of peace in our city and our region." 

Ehud Olmert Jerusalem's Likud Party 
mayor, had other complaints. .Speaking 
on the same radio program as Ben Gvir. 
he pronounced himself shocked to dis¬ 
cover “political purposes" behind 



O'Connor's concert plans. 
He called it a “provoca¬ 
tion” and expressed his 
pleasure at her decision to 
pull out 

Olmert. a proponent of 
asserting exclusive Israeli 
sovereignty in Jerusalem at 
all costs, accused the con¬ 
cert organizers of “acting 
fraudulently and mislead¬ 
ingly” to obtain a city per¬ 
mit for the concert—which 
was to have taken place at 
Sultan's Pool, just beneath 
the Old City walls along 
the former dividing line 
between East and West 
Jerusalem. O'Connor's 
agents,' he said, had “tricked us” into 
believing that O'Connor planned “an 
innocent performance and not a political 
performance." The mayor made no men¬ 
tion of the death threat. 

O’Connor's cancellation. Olmert 
maintained, came when the ticket-buying 
public showed the good moral fiber to 
stay away. “It appears the people of 
Israel are smarter and more responsible: 
they simply didn’t buy rickets." he said. 

At Jerusalem Link, organizers said 
that about 2.000 tickets had heen sold 
and that demand was not the problem. ■ 


LA Times-Washington Post 
News Service 





I We're treating you to 200 free tickets 
5 on the 20th anniversary of our 
Amman - New York route. 





We've come a long way ance July 11.1977 when we Gist flew between 
Amman and New York. Twenty years, we think, calls foran all-out 
treat for you. So during the month of July, well be raffling free roundtrip 
tickets on every flight on this rouE for a total of200 winners. Fly Royal 
Jordanian to New York and celebrate our annhereary with us. 
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Reflecting the Change 


liohaffv Arab East Jerusalem 
and refusing U* allow their 
West Bank and Jordanian 
spouses to move there. 

Moreover, they say. Israel 
recognized their status as Jeru¬ 
salem residents for decades 
even if they studied or worked 
abroad, as long as they kept 
their identity documents cur¬ 
rent. Mustafa Diab, who lived 
in Jordan for many years, 
renewed his without problems 
in July 1994. 

The practice of seizing identity 
cards began in late 1995. under 
the previous Labor govern¬ 
ment. and has been increasing 
ever since. The Interior minis¬ 
try acknowledges that it has 
withdrawn 1.047 cards from 
Palestinians in the last IS 
months, and that 402 other 
cases are pending. The US 
Consulate knows of 110 Pales¬ 
tinians with American pass¬ 
ports who cither had their Jeru¬ 
salem IDs revoked or have 
been told they would be taken. 

“Our concern is that the law 
hasn't been applied this way 
before.” said a US consular 
officer. “And seemingly it is 
only applied to Palestinians. 
There are a lot of Jewish peo¬ 
ple in Orthodox neighborhoods 
who never regularized their 
status, but they are not 
atTecied. There are no cases of 
Jews tlosing residency 1." 

Human rights activists fear 
that tens of thousands of Pales¬ 
tinians living abroad or outside 
of the municipal boundaries 
eventually could be affected. 

The concern is palpable at 
the Interior ministry in East 
Jerusalem, where Palestinians 
line up to register babies, 
request passes to travel and 
permits to re-enter Israel, or 
renew their worn identity 
cards. They fear that any con¬ 
tact with the Israeli authorities 
will offer an opportunity for 
officials to revoke their IDs. 

Palestinians arc rendered 
“nationless" when their cards 
are seized. The Palestinian 
Authority will not give them a 
passport because they are Jeru¬ 
salemites. But without an ID. 
they cannot live legally in Jeru¬ 
salem. work, receive Israeli 
health insurance or travel. 

This situation forced Diab to 
move his family into the one- 
room basement of his father's 
home in a Palestinian village 
outside of Jerusalem. “I cannot 
earn a living and support my 
kids” Diab said. "I am in 
despair." ■ 


LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 


‘Eyed in Gaza 


T»i 


By Andrew Rosemarine 


KHAN YUNIS. Gaza—On the 
day of perhaps the most violent 
demonstrations in the Gaza 


Strip since the opening of the 
H asm on can tunnel in Jerusalem 
last September. 1 set out for that 
area, home to a million Palestin¬ 
ians. Together with some other 
foreign invitees. I travelled with 
“Neiivot Shalom." a small 
Israeli movement of 'Jewish, 
religious peace-seekers. (The 
movement takes its name from 
the biblical verse “The ways of 
the Torah are pleasant ways, 
and all its paths are peace.”) 

Throughout the visit, citizens 
of the Gaza Strip were aston¬ 
ished to come across peace- 
loving religious Jews. But the 
ensuing dialogue was very 
friendly. addresses were 
swapped and jokes shared. The 
chairman of the movement. Yit¬ 
zhak Frankcntal, wears a black 
skull-cap. He lost his son in a 
Palestinian attack, and decided 
that too much blood had been 
spilt and that he must do some¬ 
thing about it: he decided to 
work for peace. 

Others in the movement told 
me they believe in peace out of 
religious conviction. “Arabs are 
also created in the divine 
image.” I was told. “Why can't 
we live together in peace?" Dur¬ 
ing my visit violence erupted in 
several places. There were two 
scries of incidents. 

Firstly, an Israeli settlement 
put up a protective fence around 
its perimeter, saying it was to 
stop thieves. Palestinians said 
the fence had been put up on 
private Arab land, and that this 
was yet another occasion of ille¬ 
gal seizure by Jews of Arab ter¬ 
ritory. The demonstrators 
sought to tear down the fence. 
During the ensuing dash. Israeli 
troops opened fire, one Palestin¬ 
ian died and four were injured. 

Secondly. Minister . for 
National Infrastructure. Ariel 
Sharon, scarcely the darling of 
Palestinians, arrived to unveil a 
plaque to the memory of an 
Israeli army soldier, killed there 
during the clashes over the 
opening of the Jerusalem tunnel. 
Sharon's convoy was fired 
upon, but nobody was injured. 
Palestinian drivers sought to 
block the Israelis' path to the 
monument, and honked their 
horns through the ceremony. 

The Israeli government 
claimed the demonstrations 
were initiated by the Palestinian 
Autbority. in order to put pres¬ 
sure on Israel, but the head of 
Israeli army in the Strip would 
not say this. However, he was 
unhappy about the lack of help 
from the local Arab security 
forces, and said Palestinian 
policemen had participated in 
the demonstrations. 

The Gaza strip is home to 
about I million Arabs and just 
over 5000 Jews. Given the 
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strations in the city, in Us thud week 

of land confiscation shows no sign of abating, hut : are 
expanding to the rest of the Palstiman territories. 

people, or it to annihilate-the 
inhabitants of Israel. 

“No" he said forcefully, "we 
cannot destroy each other, so- we- 
must make peace.” He advo¬ 
cated that Israel and the Pales¬ 
tinians work together in all 
fields: technological and cultu¬ 
ral. “We should make music 
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extensive Israeli army presence 
in the area, protecting those set¬ 
tlers inhabiting ancient Phiiistia 
must cost Israel an arm and a 
leg. One can easily understand 
how Yitzhak Rabin began his 
negotiations with Yasser Arafat 
with a “Gaza first” plan. 

I accompanied the group to a 
new combined hospital, training 
and cultural center in the heart 
of Khan Yunis. its 140,000 
inhabitants making it the Strip's 
second biggest city after the 
Gazan metropolis, which con¬ 
tains roughly half of the popular 
tion of the entire Strip. We were 
welcomed by Dr Fathi Arafat, 
the president of the Palestinian 
Red Crescent who looks like a 
twin of his older brother. Yas¬ 
ser. They share an ubiquitous 
broad smile with darting dark 
brown eyes deeply set in the 
same face. 

Only the absence of a 
kefiyyah and of a fresh beard 
distinguish the two brothers in 
appearance. The doctor, sur¬ 
rounded by gleaming and bright 
furniture, which contrasted with 
the dour and destitute appear¬ 
ance of the rest of the city, told 
me with great pride how the 
Crescent’s 70 hospitals through¬ 
out the Middle East are open to 
all patients, irrespective of their 
nationality. - . . 

The Strip has recently been 
hit by the scourge of meningitis, 
and as illness does not recognize 
international - boundaries, he 
appealed for Israeli help, point¬ 
ing out it was in Israel s health 
interests to work closely, with its 
Palestinian neighbors. 

He told the group that in a 
meeting in Italy with Israelis as 
early as 1975. he had proposed 
peace, after asking his interlocu¬ 
tors if they were in a position to 
wipe out the entire Palestinian 




together, we should dance " 
together." he concluded. Asked 
about the enormous sums of for¬ 
eign aid to the Palestinian 
Authority which have disap¬ 
peared, he said that he could not 

speak for the Authority, but ■ 
pointed out it was a new body, 
and could not be expected to 
live up to the standards of more 
established states, so early in its 
existence. 

He also contested the enor¬ 
mous waste and bureaucratic 
pettiness in many Western aid 
projects, with the efficient way 
his own organization had. built 
its hospital in Khan Yunis on a 
much smaller budget. He spoke ■’ 
persuasively, and with consider¬ 
able charm. 

(The Israelis present told me ir 
they shared this view and that£j) 
because of its charm. Yasser ’• 
Arafat's puppet was voted the ' 
most popular in a survey of “. 
viewers of Israeli TV's equivih 
lent of “Spitting Image", a satir^ 
ical puppet show about Israeli 
politics.) 

As Dr Arafat spoke he was 
guarded by Palestinian police, 
armed forces, and secret ser¬ 
vices. as we guests were. Tanks 
were on the move not far away. 

The time for Palestinians and 
Israelis to dance together has not 
yet come. ■ 
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Andrew M. Rosemarine, an 
international lawyer, is doing 
research on the Peace Process. 


CIA suspect's prosperous 
clan reacts angrily to 
arrest in Pakistan 
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By Kenneth J. Cooper 


QUETTA. Pakistan—Beyond 
the tall metal gate of the 
recessed driveway, sunk along 
a busy row of small shops, the 
oldest brother of Mir Aimal 
Khnsi has been receiving his 
clan's elders and other relatives 
who have streamed into the 
walled compound to deliberate 
on how to aid a family member 
jailed in a distant land. 

In the six days since Mir 
Aimal Kansi was captured and 
later flown from Pakistan by 
FBI and CIA agents with assis¬ 
tance from Pakistani authori¬ 
ties. family members and resi¬ 
dents of his home town have 
tried to make sense of the 
arrest of a member of Queua's 
most prominent family on 
charges he killed two CIA 
employees and wounded three 
others in a 1993 attack outside 
the agency's Langley. Va.. 
headquarters. If convicted, he 
could face the death penalty. 

“The family is highly dis¬ 
turbed. There is a lot of ten¬ 
sion.' They're in a slate of 
shock." said Hamidullah Kansi. 
43. the eldest hrothcr of the 
murder suspect and by tribal 
tradition the head of his 
extended family since their 
father's death in I9S9. 

The elder Kansi also dis¬ 
puted suggestions that his 
hrother was motivated to attack 
CIA headquarters because he 
blamed the agency for his 
father's death. 

Hamidullah Kansi said 
Abdullah Jan, their father, 
never worked for the CIA dur¬ 
ing the Afghan war against 
occupying Soviet troops, as has 
been reported in published 
accounts, and died a natural 
death at 68 from liver cancer 
complicated by heart problems. 
Hamidullah Kansi also denied 


that any Kansi relative was 
killed in Afghanistan in 1984 
during the war. an incident also 
cited as a possible motive. 

Here in Quetta, a city of 
800.000 near the border with 
Afghanistan, the reaction to 
Kansi's arrest, predominantly 
worry and anger, has reverber¬ 
ated in concentric circles from 
his immediate family, to the 
prosperous extended Kansi clan 
that numbers more than 20.000, 
to the larger Pashtun ethnic 
group to which they belong. 

Leaders of minor political 
parties in the capital of Baluchi¬ 
stan Province also have taken 
up the issue, criticizing the 
national government for ignor¬ 
ing its own extradition laws and 
permitting u foreign country to 
haul off a Pakistani citizen 
without giving him a court 
hearing as provided by law. 

“Why did our government 
hand over Mir Aimal Kansi? 
That is the question. We want 
to know," said Tariq Mahmood. 
who until recently owned a 
video store in Quetta. “Of 
course, we are angry.” 

Other residents interviewed 
on the city’s crowded streets 
sounded indifferent to or una¬ 
ware of Kansi's arrest last Sun¬ 
day in Punjab Province. “The 
people who are talking about 
Kansi are Pashtuns, because he 
is a Pashtun." said Ghulam 
Abbas, a tailor of Persian 
descent. “They're feeling a 
loss." 

Pakistani newspapers have 
described the swift transfer of 
Kansi to the United States as a 
loss for the nation’s prestige 
and the rale of law. which has 
yet to be firmly established in a 
country directly ruled for half 
its history by the military. 

A front-page article in Satur¬ 
day's edition of the Nation, for 
instance, charged that the fugi¬ 


tive’s capture “belittled a 
nation of 130 million, making 
it look like a tin-pot island 
republic which has neither 
laws of its own nor respect for 
itself or its sovereignty." 

The government of Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif, who 
was elected in February, has 
not acknowledged any role in 
the seizure of Kansi. Indepen¬ 
dent reports indicate that Paki¬ 
stani security officers partici¬ 
pated in the early-morning 
operation, and that Kansi was 
put on a US government plane 
at the airport in Islamabad, the 
nation's capital. 

US officials had complained 
for more than four years that 
Pakistani authorities were not 
pursuing Kansi aggressively. 
The government's apparent 
co-operation in his arrest and 
transfer—even if under Amer¬ 
ican pressure—resolved a 
major dispute between the 
countries, whose relations 
have seesawed since the end 
of the Cold War, when they 
were close allies. 

Relations soured 
Sharifs first term as 
minister, from 1990 to 
when State Department 
cials contended his govern¬ 
ment did not do enough to 
check international terrorism 
and drug trafficking with roots 
in Pakistan. Even though 
Sharif commands a two-thirds 
majority in parliament, his 
government's co-operation has 
risked a political backlash 
here. 

Recent Pakistani govern¬ 
ments have aired their own 
complaints about the United 
States—an arms cutoff since 
1990. the failure to refund mil¬ 
lions paid for 28 F-16 fighter 
jets and the arrest of a Paki¬ 
stani air force commander in 
New York on drag trafficking 


during 

prime 

1993. 

offi- 


charges—but never have aban¬ 
doned what some Pakistanis 
describe as an obsession with 
winning US approval. 

In the Kansi case, the gov¬ 
ernment ignored a 1972 extra¬ 
dition law that requires a Paki¬ 
stani citizen to be given a 
Hearing before a magistrate 
and the chance to appeal to f-7 ! 
higher courts before being 
released to another country to 
face criminal charges. 

Former prime minister Ben¬ 
azir Bhutto, now the opposi¬ 
tion leader in parliamenL has 
not joined other politicians in 
criticizing the violation of Pak¬ 
istani law: her government in 
1995 similarly released Ramzi 
Yusuf, then a suspect in the 
World Trade Center bombing 
in New York. 

Kansi’s family has chal¬ 
lenged the lack of extradition 
procedures, faulting both Paki¬ 
stan and the United States. 
“What is American law? Does/- 
American law say you go any-N 
where and pick up anybody? Is 
that fair?" Hamidullah Kansi 
asked. 

Family members said they 
were trying to retain an Ameri¬ 
can lawyer, with help from 
Amnesty International and the 
Human Rights Commission of 
Pakistan, to replace a public 
defender appointed after Mir 
Aimal Kansi told a court in 
Fairfax County, Verginia. 
USA, that he was indigenL 

He reportedly had to 
scrounge for less than $15 to 
pay for a room in the seedy 
hotel where he was captured, 
but his large family commands 
considerable financial 

resources through its business 
interests and farmlands. ■ 




LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 
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Arcadia 


ie village of 
lost dreams 


__ fingers the battered 

3 jH*rf&LW>idi once, belonged to his 
It is the family's last 
from the days before 

_ice, 'when it ruled the 

>rof.-Gbamikhera on the 
edge of the north Indian 
Even the silver scabbard 
hedtsold to help clear debts, 
?§j^|axes and provide daughters 
'dowries. 

■, 3t ; has." gone the same way as 
'thousands of acres of land on 
former Rajas of Chanuk- 
;-fe^.5»kHjuntang parties for Brit- 
JslfCfffictas. The family’s retainers, 
e&giftari^ and 1930s Austin motor 
d&^ne ail a fading memory. 

• Singh, who is 62, can barely 
bring firmiself to talk about the 
‘ •-..•v p^ ;TIe looks away in shame 
"when Ins son. Anin Kumar Singh, 
£ ^ .^^ Vexplains how the family 
L : on itself. “There was 

: ';«)^p), u .cb eating and drinking. They 
r. ,: ~'tiatinued to enjoy themselves 
^ . -V aitSwigh the money was no longer 
iatx -these. By the time I was old 
>||.: .e$ohg^ to realise what was hap- 
&...Vjesting it. was too late.” 
f:' ^^"Orahukheni retains an other- 
^ • worldly air in which lime moves 
V^ more slowly than in the cities. It 
Iiesr along a road about 5km from 
r-. the nearby market town of Doma- 
" . riaganj, surrounded by fields of 
rice, wheat and vegetables. Agri- 
' culture brings two seasons of hard 
: . work»-but otherwise leaves people 
free to let small tasks fill half a 
. .'Bay. Life revolves around cooking. 
. . washing, fetching water and dig¬ 
ging vegetables. 

It is easy to see how, in this 
| '..--'sleepy atmosphere. Jai Singh and 
!■. 1 tots relatives let things drift. Even 
• • today, they refuse to do manual 
work. Their last remaining source 
' . ofincome is a small mill for grind- 
1 ' fng rice and wheat. But rather than 


nm 



operate it themselves, they hire a 
labourer. A neighbour says: ‘They 
will not work. So those who once 
lived like kings are now beggars.” 

But not everyone has let time 
slip by. The advent of the vote and 
of land reform, of fertilisers, pesti¬ 
cides and tractors, of television 
and the start of bus services to 
Domariaganj have transformed 
Chanukhera. 

The population has swelled 
from about 1.000 to 3,500, but 
farm output has soared and so have 
the possibilities of education and 
work outside the village. 

The demand for land is more 
intense than ever. The custom of 
dividing holdings equally among 
sons and selling off parcels to 
raise money for daughters’ dow¬ 
ries has reduced many plots to the 
point at which they cannoL support 
a family. Among lhakurs, the dom¬ 
inant landowning caste, the aver¬ 
age holding has fallen from 25 
acres in the 1960s to two or three 
acres. J.P. Singh, landowner, says: 
“Daughters are a curse.” 

Chanukhera 1 s traditional centre 
lies about 300 metres off the Dora- 
ariaganj road. Here stands Jai 
Singh's whitewashed brick house, 
complete with a portico of classi¬ 
cal columns. Around it are the 
homes of other thakurs and of a 
few Brahmins, the traditional 
priestly caste. A little farther from 
the road is a marketplace, sur¬ 
rounded by the brick-built homes 
of Hindu and Muslim traders from 
middle-ranked castes. Beyond 
them the lowest castes live in mud 
huts. 

For centuries the marketplace 
was the heart of village life. But 
since independence the focus has 
shifted to the main road, where 
steady increases in traffic have 
encouraged more. The worst 
excesses of the caste system have 
been curbed in Chanukhera. Tha¬ 
kurs can no longer beat the lower 




castes with impunity or rape their 
daughters. The advent of lower 
caste governments in the 1990s in 
the state of Uttar Pradesh, to which 
the village belongs, has given 
some confidence to the lower 
castes. Thakurs say the former 
untouchables now complain to die 
police about the slightest offence. 

People from different castes 
even gossip together something 
that would have been rare 30 years 
ago. 

Nevertheless, caste remains the 
single most important social dis¬ 
tinction in village life. Everyone is 
aworp of everybody else’s caste. 
There is virtually no inter¬ 
marriage. Even though the main 
village temple is now open to all 
Hindus, the lowest castes worship 
at their own modest shrine. “Why 
should we go anywhere else.” says 
Sugana. a 40-year-old mother of 
four. 

At the top of the village hierar¬ 
chy. the Hindu landlords retain 
their dominance, filling the vac¬ 
uum left as the Raja’s family 
declined. But these households 
have had to fight for their success 
mainly by supplementing farm 
incomes by finding city jobs for 
their children. A life that was once 
taken for granted has become a 
competition in which landowners 
have a head start but are no longer 
sure to win. 

Successful thakurs have been 
forced to share power with fami¬ 
lies from the middle-ranking 
castes, mainly traders, including 
many Moslems. The richest man in 
the district is no longer the Raja of 
Chanukhera but Kita Bullah. a 
Moslem businessman who made 
his fortune with a brick kiln and 
now runs a petrol station, a scooter 
dealership, and a property portfo¬ 
lio that includes much of the old 
Raja's former possessions. 

The advance of the middle 
castes has not been fully shared 
with the very poor the landless 
labourers of the lowest castes, who 
were once known as untouchables. 
They no longer die of hunger as 
before. But they are racked by 
tuberculosis and malnutrition. And 
they remain utterly dependent on 
the landowners for work. 

Among the former untouchables 
there is virtually no one-who can 
read. They say they cannot see the 
point when even landowners chil¬ 
dren who go to school cannot get 
jobs. 

At the other end of the social 
scale, Arun Kumar Singh, the for¬ 
mer Raja’s great-grandson, says 
the same. W I have a BA degree. It 
didn't help me.” He looks wist¬ 
fully across the dusty courtyard in 
front of his family's home. “If 
only our money had not all gone, 
things would be different.” ■ 

Financial Times Syndicat io n 


Handover through a 
haze of opium 


By John Ridding 

WITH AN impassioned 
speech and a tantalising 
promise, Denton gestured 
towards an ornate Chinese 
vase. “Like the great Qing 
dynasty it represents, it is 
filled with nothing but self- J i 
importance.” the Taipan ■ 
told his parliamentary audi- ^ 
ence. “One touch and it * * 

will shatter,” he added. £ ! 

knocking the vessel to the * | 

ground. As the pieces scat- ^ 
tered, he turned to the n 
benches: "This is the China * 

I offer you.” 

So started the 19th cen¬ 
tury Opium War. a series ^ 
of one-sided skirmishes i 
which led to Britain's ac¬ 
quisition of Hong Kong. At 
least, that is how it hap¬ 
pened in Opium War. the ii 
movie, a barnstorming epic * 
released last week to mark * 
the territory’s return after 
156 years under the Union * 

Jack flag. T 

The film at $I2m, the I » 
most expensive ever pro¬ 
duced in China wili be 
screened in more than * 
1,000 cinemas across the ^ 
mainland and Hong Kong. 

It is the most lavish of 
many recent reminders of 
the colony's ignominious 
roots. And it will add to a 
thickening haze of opium Techn 
through which many Chi¬ 
nese will view Britain's 
withdrawal. 

Apart from the film, there are 
Opium war amusement parks, mu¬ 
seums and even computer games. 
The Optical Memory National En¬ 
gineering Research Centre of Qin- 
ghua University in Beijing has been 
developing an Opium war game as 
part of a patriotic series. 

Last weekend, crowds from the 
mainland and Hong Kong watched 
as opium was burned in the Pearl 
River Delta town of Hu men during 
a ceremony commemorating the de¬ 
struction of 20,000 cases of the 
drug and the outbreak of the Sino- 
British war. Dance troupes, from 
Beijing to the border boomtown of 
Shenzhen, are rehearsing Opium 
war routines for handover extrava¬ 
ganzas from July l. 

This orchestration is not acciden¬ 
tal. The Opium war provides fertile 
ground for China’s propaganda ma¬ 
chine as it prepares for the transfer 
of sovereignty. “China’s backward¬ 
ness and decadence caused its de¬ 
feat in the Opium war,” says Xie 
Jin, the movie’s director. While he 
insists he has not made propaganda, 
his message echoes that of Beijing, 
always pleased to play the victim in 
international theatre. 

Modem technology and the 
“open door” policy has at least 
helped China make more credible 



Technological Hong Kong is a reality. People are wondering whether this will stay under Chinese rule 


films. In the past, the cinematic 
sacking of the Summer Palace by 
British troops under Lord Elgin was 
played out by Chinese actors with 
badly glued ginger beards, as there 
were not enough east European dip¬ 
lomats to make up the cast. 

As with the vase shattered on cel¬ 
luloid, Qing dynasty China was 
fragile. “The war showed that you 
have to be united and have ad¬ 
vanced technology or you will be 
vulnerable." said a Hong Kong mo¬ 
vie-goer. “If you are weak you will 
not prosper." 

That is not all it shows, nor all 
the purposes it serves. A cautionary 
tale of corruption, it has contempo¬ 
rary relevance alongside Chinese 
president Jiang Zemin's crusade for 
“spiritual values". As a stick to beat 
the British as they hand over their 
eastern colony, the 19th century is 
hard to equal. Drug dealers have 
never been fashionable. 

Xie insists he does not want to 
thump the British. “That is a super¬ 
ficial view. The important thine is 
to give a true story.” So far. he 
argues. Hong Kong people have 
seen a Lrude conflict between Brit¬ 
ish commercial interests and a pro¬ 
tectionist China. His movie, he be¬ 
lieves. is no different from other 
historical epics. “Schindler s List 
was about the Holocaust. But that 


was not considered anti-German 
propaganda.” 

Although the director criticizes 
Britain for failing to acknowledge 
its 19th century guilt, comparing its 
stance with Japan's after the second 
world war. Xie says his film shows 
“certain morally upright aspects of 
the British”. 

He cites the parliamentary de¬ 
bate. and the narrow' margin in fa¬ 
vour of war. The film is also careful 
to avoid specific targets. Instead of 
Jardine or Matheson, still operating 
in the colony, he picks fictional 
names for the opium traders of the 
time. 

Such careful hand ting reflects a 
desire by Xie. and by China, to stir 
patriotic sentiment without prompt¬ 
ing an anti-British backlash. Like 
opium, nationalistic fervor requires 
careful handling. Beijing is anxious 
to avoid undermining international 
confidence in its newly acquired 
business city. 

For T. K. Leung, professor of 
comparative literature at Hong 
Kong University, there is little to 
worry about on that score. “Hong 
Kong people are too cynical to ac¬ 
cept propaganda.” he says. 

Similarly. Martin Lee, leader of 
the Democratic party, sees little 
chance of an anti-British backlash. 
He believes that partly reflects 






Hong Kong’s role as a refuge from 
the mainland and fears that Beij¬ 
ing’s heavy hand will become more 
apparent once the territory is back 
in the fold. 

But, for Leung and others in 
Hong Kong's cultural community, 
there are dangers. “The mainland h 
trying to rewrite the history of 
Hong Kong," says the professor. 

Apart from the Opium War. he 
cites artistic and archaeological 
studies which portray Hong Kong 
as a bustling community before ihe 
arrival of the British. The aim is to 
shed the image of “a barren island", 
as dismissed by Lord Palmerston, 
and so reduce the British contribu¬ 
tion. 

“The annals of history are evi¬ 
dence that Hong Kong has been 
Chinese since ancient times." de¬ 
clared the People's Daily this week, 
citing the 36 prefectures one of 
which administered Hong Kuna es¬ 
tablished bv the Emperor Qin Shi- 
huang in 221BC. “More than IU0 
years of colonial rule is just a fk>h. 
Chinese blood and arteries forever 
joined together is history's inevita¬ 
ble result." B 


Financial Times Syndication 
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THE BEST MUSIC STORE 
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FREDDY FOR lYlUSIC 

A NAME THAT YOU TRUST 
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•Hut. 

World’s No.1 Pizza Chain 

“ Pizza Hut offers our 
beloved children a Free 
Exciting Gift with 
every kid’s meal" 

“ Choose one of the many 
Etching Gifts available 
now at Pizza Hut ” 


^HOSPITALITY-^ 


ALCAZAR 






Hotel 


True Vacations come to 
live in our 
Uniquely Moorish 
Style Hotel 

our sea star diving center 
will unravel the secrets of the 
Red Sea to your wildest 
imagination 
Tel:314131/2. 


beauty mstmite 

o Facials 

O Body skin treatment 

O Mckc-up 

6 European manic arts & 
paJicurcs 




The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in even’ 
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Computer & IT 
companies !: 

Welcome to The 
Star's Workstation, 
the absolute source 
on what's hot and 
what’s not in 
Jordan's IT market. 
Fax us on 64S298 or 
email us at 
Star gNETS.com. Jo 
with your news and 
views. 


The first mobile telephone satellite for the region. 

A second “Thuraya” 
for Arabs! 


By Jawad Abbassi 
Special to The Star 
ARABS NAME one beautiful 
star in the sky, "Thuraya” and 
refer to it in poetry and prov¬ 
erbs. One of these proverbs 
underlines any stark contrast 
by wondering how distant tbe 
“Thara” (sky to earth) is 
from the 'Thuraya"! 

An impending 21 si cen¬ 
tury development, however, 
will soon make this proverb 
ironic and, for that matter, 
incorrect This is because a 
second “Thuraya” is sched¬ 
uled to appear in the sky by 
the year 2000 and is 
intended to bridge the huge 
distance the proverb talks 
about. 

The second “Thuraya” is 
a mobile telephone satellite 
venture planned to expand 
the range of telephone cov¬ 
erage in many areas. 
According to a report pub¬ 
lished by Reuters, the Thuraya 
satellite would cover the Mid¬ 
dle East, North Africa, Tur¬ 
key, Iran, Pakistan, India, 
Bangladesh, Southern Europe 
and possibly parts of South¬ 
east Asia. 

This means coverage could 
extend to South Korea, Thai¬ 
land, Indonesia, Singapore and 
other Asian nations, depend¬ 
ing on the market demand. 
The Thuraya satellite, the Mid¬ 
dle East's first mobile tele¬ 
phone satellite, will provide 
services encompassing voice. 


data, fax and messaging. The 
venture, which is owned by 
the Emirates’ 16 salat. Arabs at, 
tbe German Detecom Co., and 
some 10 other investors, will 
have a significant advantage 
in that it will provide tele¬ 
phone access to rural and 



remote areas where conven¬ 
tional telephone services are 
not economical or possible. 
The data services of the satel¬ 
lite will mean a boost in the 
possibilities for data intercon¬ 
nection in tbe Middle East and 
could spur the growth of Inter¬ 
net inter-connections and 
other data services such as 
X.25. The launch of the satel¬ 
lite will also signal a better 
future for the telecommunica¬ 
tions sector and its associated 
sectors, data provision and the 
Internet, in the region. 

The company, with a start¬ 
ing capital of $500 million, is 


expected to await! the contract 
to build and launch the Thu¬ 
raya Satellite in the coming 
Autumn. The Satellite's esti¬ 
mated cost is S850 Million and 
will be built by one of the 
three companies of France’s 
Aerospatiale, Hughes Space & 
Communications Interna¬ 
tional and Lockheed Martin 
which are the three competi¬ 
tors for the contract. It is also 
expected that Ericsson will 
provide the hand terminals 
for the mobile telephony ser¬ 
vice of the satellite. 

The fact that many of the 
shareholders of "Thuraya” 
are publicly-owned telecom 
companies in the region, 
such as Arab sat, Bahrain's 
Batleco and others, means 
that the provision of its ser¬ 
vices will not face huge regu¬ 
latory hurdles in a region 
considered to be one of the 
most regulated in the world in 
regards to telecom services. 

Tbe second electronic Thu¬ 
raya in Arab skies will benefit 
many sectors and people, how¬ 
ever, it remains debatable 
whether the poets will have 
anything to benefit from it 
After all, one can always 
resemble the beauty of a 
woman to a shining star, but 
can one resemble that same 
beauty to a geo-stationary 
electronic satellite orbiting the 
earth? ■ 

ornail- 

Abbassi @NETS.com.jo 


IdealSoft develops an advanced 
software product for a US publisher 


NINE MONTHS ago, 
IdealSoft, a leading Jorda¬ 
nian software develop¬ 
ment house, was con¬ 
tracted by an American 
firm. Advanced Technol¬ 
ogy Group, u> develop a 
unique product which 
would be marketed in the 
United States and world¬ 
wide. This pioneering 
effort, put IdealSoft and 
Its skilled software spe- 
tiaiisfs-to a test 

The results have been 
impressive, with the conclusion 
of the product, called Photo 
Album. Photo Album was 
developed using Advanced C 
++ after carefully studying the 
different requirements and 
steps involved in creating a - 
pioneering piece of software. 

Photo Album is an applica¬ 
tion that acts on an efficient 
database for photographs, 
which are entered through 
scanners, then stored and 
retrieved effectively in minia¬ 
ture form for ease of use and 
manipulation. 

An easy to use. Graphical 
User Interface (GUI) was - 
implemented which guaranteed 
advanced functionality for 



Photo Album users. Photo Al¬ 
bum represents an indispensa¬ 
ble tool for phonograph archi¬ 
vers, designers and journalists 
all of whom will benefit from 
iL Also, it can utilized by real 
estate agents or sales represen¬ 
tatives in general, who need to 
have digitally stored images of 
their products and offerings for 
quick presentation to clients 
and potential buyers. 

Mr Imad Khaldoon Malhas, 
general manager of IdealSoft, 
commented on this achieve¬ 
ment stating that Photo Album 
represents one of many pio¬ 
neering projects that IdealSoft 
has worked on since it began 
operation in 1991. Today, 
IdealSoft provides comprehen¬ 
sive software solutions through 


its varied departments and 
■ skilled personnel. 

IdealSoft . produces 
advanced ready-made 
packages in - the fields of 
management and account¬ 
ing, foremost of which is 
Ai Muhaseb AT ^dithali. 
the well-known - Arabic 
accounting package. Also, 
through its ‘DolT\depart¬ 
ment, IdealSoft -provides 
-large, tailored-: software 
solutions-to very demanding 
clients, incorporating .com¬ 
plete . information technology 
integration and utilizing 
advanced Oracle- 

development. 

Chairman of IdealSoft,’Mr 
Karim Kawar, stated that the 
company was serioas in its 
efforts to expand regionally, 
establishing development cen¬ 
ters and sales arms in neigh¬ 
boring countries. 

All in ' all, IdealSoft’s 
achievement and experience 
in tiie software industry is a 
source of pride for Jordan, 
and a. testament to the high 
levels of skill and expertise 
that Jordanian programmers 
can deliver both regionally 
and internationally. ■ 


What makes a great ‘assembled’ PCs? 


Following is an email 
repsonse we received from a 
reader abroad, who reads The 
Star's on-line addition, availa¬ 
ble on the Internet at address 
wwwMrubuLcom/star. Thou¬ 
sands of readers log into The 
Star’s site every week, from all 
over the world. Here is the 
'enlightening' response: 

Dear Sir 

Regarding the article 
“INTERFACE: The era of 
assembled PCs" by Zeid Nasser 
you clearly state that assembled 
PCs are inferior to factory 
assembled PCs. What compo¬ 
nents do engineers in Jordan 
use? In the United States, a 
carefully handmade PC outper¬ 
forms any brand name com¬ 
puter such as Dell, IBM, 
Micron, Compaq. Gateway 
2000, NEC, ...the list goes on. 
The problem with the factory 
assembled PCs is that the hard¬ 


ware is proprietary, it is 
designed only for their case. 
Sometimes they even have sol¬ 
dered components such as 
soundcards or even CPU. The 
main issue is that almost all 
brand name PCs use cheaper 
components in order to be able 
to survive the price wars. 

The best video adapters are 
from Matrox. It's tbe Matrox 
Millenium 3D which retails for 
$249 in tbe US. Only DeD 
uses this video card. IBM and 
Sony use ATT, a good card but 
not the best. Micron, Gate¬ 
way. ... use an S3 based chip, 
the worst adapter. . , 

In order to build a fast 
machine, one needs to install 
the best Video adapter and 
couple that with a stand alone 
3D card (any card using the 
3dfx chip) for pure 3D 
performance. 

The choice of a fast hard 
drive is also crucial, the Quan¬ 
tum Fireball would be a sound 


choice. (By the way. Western' 
Digital hard drives are not very 
reliable). Add a good video 
card to a good monitor such as 
a ViewSonic, NEC Samsung, 
Sony, or AcerView, then you'd 
have a PC that no other can 
match. 

Use these components with a 
233 MHz MMX or a Pentium n 
266MHz CPU with a generic 
Intel motherboard, a 24X 
CDROM, and the Sound 
Blaster 64 Gold, and youTI.fmd 
yourself in computing heaven! 

None of the factory PCs has 
great components all the way 
through. 

If one can build his/her own 
system, then there is no excuse 
for the custom-made PC to be 
any slower than a brand name 
PC. The choice comes down to 
quality components. ■ 

email: 

yessayim@ix.netcomxom 
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Jordan Software Exporters 
Association: 

Dead... or just gone? 

JORDANIAN SOFTWARE developers have a tendency not 
to unite, it seems. This is disregarding nil the benefits that 
can be gained from simple coordination which are for the 
benefit of software development as an export industry of 
Jordah.- 

Last year, Jordan's-software publishers got together to par- 
tidpate in the Gulf Information Technology Exhibition 
{GTFEX> *96. Tbe experience was not as fruitful as they 
would have wished, especially in terms of creating the solid 
groundwork for cooperation among one another. 

So, t his ye ar, there will be no Jordanian software delega¬ 
tion to GITEX. 

The larger software publishers: IdealSoft, ComSoft. 
SEDCO and Zeine Technological Applications will all be 
present, in one way or another, through sending staff to the 
event. This is to create business contacts or by showcasing 
their products by local distributors in the United Arab Emi¬ 
rates—-as the show is held in Dubai. 

For those of you who don't know, GITEX is the most 
important information technology event in the region. Our 
developers have to be there, if they want to generate any kind 
of business in the Gulf states on the one hand, or meet with 
international clients on the other. 

It has to be said, though, this year the groundwork for Jor¬ 
danian software companies getting together doesn't exist 
Last year, the Jordan Exports Development and Commercial 
Centers Co. (JEDCO) booked space for the Jordanian com¬ 
panies. at its own expense. This yea r, how ever, no such pro¬ 
cedure has been taken. StilL if the ‘GITEX cause' is lost, that 
does not necessarily mean that the Jordan Software Exporters 
Association (under establishment) should be cancelled. 

Having an association helps Jordanian developers in more 
ways than they can imagine. For one thing, it can be a lobby¬ 
ing group to make gains in sensitive areas like intellectual 
: property rights, or mote governmental support. 

■ Somehow, 1 personally find it very, very disappointing that 
when Jordan software producers finally started to look like 
they, are coming together, to do great dungs, it just didn't 
happen. That's too bad, but there is still time to pick up the 
idea and, from the looks of things, there are several new 
emerging software houses to join the group. 

Major adjustments have to be male, at the most basic lev¬ 
els, on how to best penetrate Gulf markets, and export our 
software skills—even on a sub-contract basis to other large 
publishers abroad. 

The future is for software. Whine do we stand from this 
future? Sometimes I really wonder. ■ 

****** 

Price cuts in modems 

A'price battle is taking place in the modem market especially 
now that 56 KBPS modems are ouL The 28,8 or 33,6 Kbps 
models can be found for as little as JD 150. if the dealer you 
are buying from wants to give you a good deal; and that’s on 
external modems which are suppossed to be expensive. Just 
imagine! ' 

A leading PC supplier I talked to said that an internal 28.8 
Kbps modem would cost a user as little as JD 90 taJD 100. 

Also, one of the top brands in the market, will soon be 
available for as little as JD 140. Well, from the looks of it the 
coming months will defiptiely represent a good time to pur¬ 
chase a new modem. This is aU good news to users wanting 
foftbblc bp to the‘iter‘. '.* 


LONDON— European soccer 
fans who dread the summer 
break have nothing to fear 
this year, because there isn’t 
going to be one. 

For just seven days after 
Barcelona meet ReaJ Betis in 
the Spanish Cup Final in 
Madrid to bring down the cur¬ 
tain on the 1996-97 season, 
the 1997-98 league season 
kicks off in Switzerland. 

The Swiss league starts 
earlier than usual 
because of the 
national 


team’s prep¬ 
arations for 
next year's 
World Cup 
finals in 
France. Swit¬ 
zerland play an 
all-important qualifier in Hun¬ 
gary. Aug. 20. 

With the Spanish Cup Final 
taking place June 28. and the 
Swiss League starting July 5, 
the break between the seasons 
has been eroded— and that is 
not accounting for the Inter- 



toto Cup matches which are 
played throughout the 
summer. 

The competition, now in its 
third season, got underway 
last weekend, and continues 
until the end of August by 
which time some of Europe’s 
biggest clubs may already 
have been elim¬ 
inated from 
the European 
Cup. 
That com¬ 
petition 
kicks off 
July 23 when 
the first legs of 
...elinunary round 
,„aeduled to be played. 

While there has been 
reports recently that FIFA 
want to introduce a new com¬ 
petition for continental cham¬ 
pions clubs, introducing Euro¬ 
pean soccer all-year round, 
the truth is, it has already 
arrived. 

“There are still breaks, but 
they are . less noticeable 
because action is still going 



Villeneuve to fight 
back in France 


on in other places," FIFA 
spokesman Andreas Herren 


Barcelona says Ronaldo 
belongs to club 


BARCELONA — Barcelona 
claim they still own Brazilian 
star Ronaldo and they will play 
him in the Spanish Cup final if 
Brazil fail to make the Capa 
America final. 

“He's still a club player.” 
said Barcelona president Jose 
Luis Nunez even though 
Ronaldo's lawyer said last Fri¬ 
day they had paid Barcelona 
the four billion pesetas (S27.6 
million) theoretically needed 
to make him a free agent. 

The Spanish Football Feder¬ 
ation have also refused to 
allow Inter Milan to sign 
Ronaldo without negotiating 
wife Barcelona — a move they 
claim has been approved by 
FIFA. 

“We cannot allow Ronaldo 
to move to Inter unless the Ital¬ 
ian club talks to Barcelona.” 
Spanish Federation spokesman 
Fernando Garrido said. ■ 



said Tuesday. 

In effect there will hardly 
be any. break from competi¬ 
tive soccer in Europe for at 
least another two years— 
although there could be a 
brief respite for a few weeks 
from tbe middle of July next 


year. " 

The World Cup is due to 
start in France June 10 and 
end July 12, 1998 — with foe 
chances high that some 
league or cup competitions 
will already be underway by 
the eod of that month. ■ 





CANADIAN JACQUES will 
be fighting to regain his world 
championship lead at the eighth 
round of the title chase at 
Magny-Couis in France on 
Simday 29th June. -Together 
with his Rothmans. Williams 
Renault team-mate Heinz- 
Harald Frentzen. he will be test¬ 
ing at the 4.250 km (2.64 
miles) French circuit next week 
in preparation for the grand 
prix. Villeneuve lost his cham¬ 
pionship lead to Canadian 
grand Prix winner Michael 
Schumacher when he crashed 
out in MomreaL He trails the 
Ferrari driver by seven points 
as tbe championship reaches its 
half-way stage- . 

Frentzen lies fifth in the 
championship.. after'finishing 
fourth in Canad a. He shares 
the position with Frenchman . 
Jean Alesi but only one point 
behind Eddie Irvine in foonh 
place. Third place Olivier 
Pams win miss tbe race at the 
circuit which is the home base 
for the Prost Grand Prix ream , 
after breaking Ms legs in Can¬ 
ada. He looks Kkefy to be 
replaced by either Emmannel 
Collard or Williams test driver 
Jean-Christopbe Bouillon. 

This will be the 83rd Bench 
Grand prix and die seventh to 
be held at the Magny-Cours cir¬ 
cuit which is situated near Nev- 
ers, in the Nievre region 
Eleven diffeett circuits hosted 
the grand prix before the Sec¬ 



ond World War with seven dif¬ 
ferent . venoGS being used in 
more modem times. Clermont- 
Ferrand hosted four grands prix 
with Jackie Stewart winning 
two races: Le Mans staged one 
race before the grand prix 
switched to the new Le Castelet 
circuit near Marseilles. Dijon 
then joined the venues with 
five grands prix, alternating 
with Le CasteleL In 1979 the 
race was won by jean-Plerre 
JabOuQIe; giving Renault their 
first grand prix victory. It was 
also the setting for the first of 
Alain Frost’s record-breaking 
.51 grands prix victories. The 
race returned on an exclusive 
basis to Le Castelet in 1985 


with the dominant Prost win¬ 
ning in front of his home fans 
in 1988/89 & 90. The follow¬ 
ing year in 1991 Magny Court- 
staged its first grand prix where- 
both ' Nigel Mansell and 
Michael Schumacher have won. 
twice. 

The Magny-Cours circuit is a; 
typically modem Formula one; 
track- The old club circuit* 
received a massive upgrading 
when the French President Mit-4 
teirand took a big interest ire 
bringing the French Grand Prix: 
to the region which is largely, 
rural. The track is a modem-" 
day mix of slow corners, tight* 
hairpins with excellent safety 
measures. ■ - - 






















































